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SEBASTOPOL PRIMARY SCHOOL Warreen Street, Sebastopol Victoria 3356 
Phone: 03 5335 8157 Email: sebastopol.ps@education.vic.gov.au  

Website: www.sebasps.vic.edu.au 

Facebook:  SebastopolPrimarySchool 

SEBASTOPOL PRIMARY SCHOOL  
We are READY TO LEARN when we are; 

RESPECTFUL, RESPONSIBLE & SAFE 
ISSUE NO. 1 6th FEBRUARY 2025 

GRADE 5/6 2025 

The Grade 5/6 class has made the most fantastic start to 

the school year! We are loving being in our new classroom 

with lots of new space. In Reading we have started reading 

our class novel ‘Blueback’ by Tim Winton. In Writing we have 

been learning about subjects and predicates in different 

sentence types. We are learning about data and graphs in 

Maths. We have also begun our unit on Australian 

Federation! 

Grade 6 students have selected the colours for the Grade 6 

jumpers and polos and we should be able to try on the sizes 

soon! 
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PRINCIPAL’S UPDATE AND INSIGHTS 

2025 School Start  

Welcome to our 2025 Sebastopol PS School Community, 

I feel privileged and proud to lead this wonderful local 

government school. The staff and I are very impressed 

and proud of the way our students have started the 2025 

school year. They are welcoming our new students, being 

kind and considerate of our 2025 Prep students and 

already showing a determination to continue their 

learning with their class peers. Thank you to our parents 

and carers for setting our students up for such a positive 

start to the school year. 
 

Sun Safe Hats  

Please ensure your child has a Sun Safe hat that is clearly 

labeled with their name. That way we can quickly return 

hats if they are misplaced. Children without hats will be 

directed to remain in a shaded area for the play break. 

https://www.sunsmart.com.au/ 
 

School Drop Off and Pick Up  

 8:40am ‘Morning Drop Off’ is at the carpark ‘Drop 

Off’ zone or at the Yarrowee Street front gate.  This 

is when and where staff members are on ‘duty’ to 

supervise students. If you need to drop off children 

earlier an ‘adjusted supervision plan’ needs to be 

made and approved by Ms. Wilson to ensure children 

are safe and supervised. Please make time, if needed, 

to discuss by 14th February.  

 The Breakfast Club is open at 8:40am for toast, 

cheese, spreads, fruit and milo drinks.  

 3:10pm ‘Afternoon Pick Up’ is at the carpark ‘Drop 

Off’ zone or at the Yarrowee Street front gate. These 

areas will be supervised to ensure safety at the end of 

the day. If you are held up or going to be late, please 

contact the office so we can ensure children know 

what the plan is, and they can wait for you safely 

with supervision. 

 Children can be collected from their external 

classroom doorways. Please note that the Senior 5-6 

and 4-5 classes are now located on the south side of 

the school, where Playgroup and Music were 

previously located. Please note that the P-1, 2-3 and 3

-4 classes are now located on the north side of the 

school. 

Please support us to be Child Safe at Sebastopol Primary 

School before and after school. At these times our staff 

are working on resourcing and planning for learning or 

undertaking professional development, so adjusted ‘Drop 

Off and Pick Up’ plans need to be clear and only for 

children when there is no alternative. 

Before and After School Care is available at Sesame Kids 

https://g.co/kgs/RSsGydf. This service is used by a 

number of families, and they provide wonderful care and 

support. 
 

Staff update 

We welcome Kate Landry, our new PE (Mondays) and 

LOTE (Wednesdays) teacher. 

It is great to welcome back Wil Juarez full-time after 

knee surgery, as our Leading Teacher Curriculum.  

Maddie Whitcher, Learning Specialist Wellbeing and 

Inclusion is on site Mondays and Tuesdays following her 

family leave. Maddie is based in the Wellbeing Hub, 

which is now located in the 2024 P/1 room.  

Sophie Cullinan has returned this term to teach the 4-5 

class after being on Family Leave in 2024.  

We also welcomed back Sally Peach, following her Long 

Service Leave in Term 4 2024.  
 

Smile Club Free Dental Clinic – the Smile Dental 

Clinic is on site next week. This is a free dental service 

for children. Please scan the QR code to register your 

child’s participation. 
 

Toys  

There is no need to bring toys to school as we have 

plenty of play options here. Staff cannot take 

responsibility for lost or damaged toys. Please keep toys 

at home ready for play after school and on weekends. 

This will avoid any upsetting incidents or damage.  
 

Campion Book Packs  

Once again, we have had a positive response to the 

Campion Book Pack process, with 85% of students 

bringing in their 2025 book packs. Please bring the book 

packs in if you have not already done so. Students feel 

confident and organised when they have the stationery 

and resources they need for learning in class.  Please 

contact Campion if you have not ordered a pack as soon 

as possible at 5 Yarr6wee . 

After 14th February we will contact individual families to 

ascertain why their children have not got their learning 

resources at school. Please talk to us if this is a hardship 

or online issue, so we can work together to address this.  
 

Attendance 

School Staff will be phoning regularly regarding 

absenteeism. This is a focus for our school with over 42% 

of children having more than 30 days absent from school 

last year. We are not intending to frustrate you with these 

calls, we are accountable for positive school attendance 

for all children. Please be respectful if you receive an 

‘attendance’ phone call. If you think your child will be 

late for school, please make the effort to attend, as partial 

day attendance is better than a full day absent.  
 

Have a great week, 

See you at Assembly with our 

new Year 5-6 school leaders. 

Michelle Wilson  

Principal  

https://www.sunsmart.com.au/
https://g.co/kgs/RSsGydf
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Families are encouraged to action their Bushfire Survival Plan on Catastrophic fire danger rating days in their 
district. The safest option is to leave the night before or early on the morning of the Catastrophic day. On such 
days, children should never be left at home alone or in the care of older children. 

You can find more information on emergencies, warnings and preparedness actions here: 

VicEmergency app – that can be downloaded on your android and iOS mobile devices 
VicEmergency Hotline (1800 226 226) 
Website https://emergency.vic.gov.au 

Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency) 

Twitter (https://twitter.com/vicemergency) 

ABC local radio, Sky News and other emergency broadcasters 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 

What is the department’s policy? 

The Department of Education annually assesses the fire risk of all schools and early childhood services with the 
support of the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO). They are allocated a cat-
egory of risk (categories 0 to 6). Schools and services that are Categories 0-3 are published on the Bushfire At-
Risk Register (BARR).  

The department’s Bushfire and Grassfire Preparedness Policy requires all schools and early childhood services 
on the BARR and the Category 4 List to close when a Catastrophic fire danger rating day is forecast in their fire 
weather district. All school bus routes which travel in or through a district with Catastrophic fire danger must 
also be cancelled.  

The policy also requires that schools at the highest risk of bushfire (those in Categories 0, 1 and 2 of the Bushfire 
At-Risk Register) enact pre-emptive action plans based on the fire danger forecast for their Local Government 
Area (LGA). 

Who issues fire danger forecasts? 

The Bureau of Meteorology (BoM) provides public fire danger rating forecasts each day of the fire danger period 
using fire weather district areas. In Victoria, there are 9 fire weather districts, which are based on Local Govern-
ment Area boundaries.  

The department uses these forecasts when supporting schools to enact their pre-emptive bushfire actions plans.  

https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-prepare/before-and-during-a-fire/your-bushfire-plan
https://emergency.vic.gov.au
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://www.vic.gov.au/bushfire-risk-register-barr?Redirect=1
https://www.vic.gov.au/bushfire-risk-register-barr?Redirect=1
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/bushfire-and-grassfire-preparedness/policy
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Smile Squad is coming to this school—soon! 
Sebastopol P.S families, 
The Smile Squad team from Grampians Health are coming to our school NEXT WEEK. 
Smile Squad is the Victorian Government free school dental program. 
This means all students can get a free dental check-up, preventive services, and treatment at school. 
How to access free dental care 
Grampians Health will be sending to your school the next generation of oral health professionals and your child 
will be seen by a dental/oral health student working under the supervision of a qualified smile squad clinician. 
We need your consent before we can provide services. Consent is usually provided by a parent or guardian. 
To be seen on site at school you must tick YES in the box to be seen by a student. 

Sign up to Smile Squad at: https://bit.ly/smilesquadvic  
OR use the below QR code: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please complete and submit the consent form by the 10th February 2025 
Paper copies of the consent form are available. Please contact the school office if you would like to request 
one. 
The electronic consent form can be translated into more than 100 languages, and the paper form is available 
in 13 languages. 

Smile Squad dental packs  

All children deserve a healthy smile, and the Smile Squad free school dental program is working hard to help 

make sure this happens.  

Your child(ren) will soon receive a free dental pack to bring home. The dental pack contains a toothbrush, full 
sized toothpaste, and an oral health brochure. Please take the time to read the brochure. It’s full of helpful 
hints and tips to help your whole family eat well, drink well and clean well – for life. 

Standard strength toothpaste 

Smile Squad provides standard strength fluoride toothpaste that is generally used by ages six and over, unless 
recommended by a dental or trained health professional. 

If your child is under six, please talk to a dental or trained health professional to find out if your child might ben-
efit from using this toothpaste. You can also choose to put the toothpaste away until they turn six or give it to 
someone else in your family to use. 

Do I need to attend my child’s appointment? 
No, you do not need to attend your child’s appointment. If you prefer to attend your child’s appointment, you 
can take your child to the community dental clinic. 
The Grampians Health Smile Squad look forward to seeing you soon. 

 

Kind regards,  
 

Grampians Health 

https://bit.ly/smilesquadvic
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Theo Canham - Prep/1 

For a fabulous start to the year at his new 

school. 

Jaxon Gower - Prep/1 
For a fabulous start to the year at his new 

school. 

Harper Langley - 2/3 

We are excited to welcome Harper to our 
school! She has already settled in wonderfully, 

building strong connections with classmates and 

contributing positively to our school 
community. 

Mackenzie Canham - 2/3 

We are excited to welcome Mackenzie to our 

school! She has already settled in wonderfully, 

building strong connections with classmates and 

contributing positively to our school 

community. 

Tommy Keays - 2/3 
For having an exceptional first day at school and 

being an excellent role model to others. 

Angel Beacham - 3/4 

For making a positive start at Sebastopol 

Primary School. We love having you in the grade 

3/4 classroom because you are kind, happy and 

love to learn! Well done, Angel! 
Chayce Langley - 3/4 

For making a great start to life at Sebastopol 

Primary School. Your kindness and eagerness to 

learn have been great additions to our class. 
Well done, Chayce! 

Cooper Canham - 4/5 

For kind, friendly nature and the way he puts 

100% into completing all set tasks to a very high 
standard. Congratulaions and welcome to 

Sebastopol Primary School, Cooper! 

Emily Eades - 4/5 
For the enthusiasm, friendliness, hard-working 

attitude and commitment to learning Emily has 

displayed in her first week at Sebastopol 

Primary School. Congratulations and well done, 
Emily! 

Mikayla Holland - 5/6 

For a great start to 2025 

Brooklyn - 5/6 
For showing excellent leadership 

Student Recognition Awards 
BELL TIMES 

 
 

8.50 am - Music Plays 
9.00am  School starts 

11.00 - 11.10am Children eat Lunch 
11.10 - 11.40 Lunch Break 
1.40pm - 2.10pm Recess 

3.10 Dismissal 
Last day of Term 2.10pm Finish 

2025 TERM DATES 
 
 

Term 1 - 30th January to 4th April 
Term 2 - 22nd April to 4th July 

Term 3 - 21st July to 19th September 
Term 4 - 6th October to 19th December 

Booklist orders can still be placed now by vis-
iting the Campion website or the Retail Ser-
vice Centre at 5 Yarrowee Street, Sebastopol. 

 

Parent News 
 

 There will be a Fundraising Committee meeting 

this coming Monday the 10th of February. 

Meet at the office prior (location TBC). 

 The Neuro-Spicy group will begin meeting 

again next Friday the 14th, all welcome. Coffee 

and tea provided. We would love to see some 

new faces! 

 Canteen sales of Zooper Doopers etc. will also 

resume next Friday the 14th of February. 

 

Welcome back!! 



6 

Week Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

1 
Jan 

  

27 28 
STAFF RETURN- 
PUPIL FREE  

29 
Interview Prep 

30 
Teacher Students 
Meeting 

31 
Teacher Students 
Meeting 
  
 

2 

Feb 
  

3 
 ALL CLASSES RETURN 
  

4 
  
  
  

5 
Prep Rest Day 
  
  

6 
Newsletter 
5-6 Item 
Breakfast Club Adroit 
start 

7 
2.40 Assembly 
5-6 Item 
  
  

3 
Feb 

SMILE 
CLUB THIS 

WEEK! 

 

10 
9:15 Fundraising  
        Committee 
Meet at the Office 

11 
  
  

12 
Prep Rest - Assessment 
Day 
  

13 
 
  

14 
Neuro-Spicy group 
resumes 
  
  

4 
Feb 

  
  

17 
  
  
  
  

18 
  
  
  

19 
Prep Rest - Assessment 
Day 
  
  

20 
Newsletter 
4-5 Item 
 

21 
Neuro-Spicy group 
 
2.40 Assembly 
4-5 Item 
  

5 
Feb 

  

24 
School Athletics Day-
Llanberris 
 
 
6.30pm School Council 
  

25 
  

26 
Prep Rest - Assessment 
Day 
  
  

27 
 
  
  

28 
Neuro-Spicy group 

6 
Mar 

  

3 
  
  

4 
 

5 
Prep Rest - Assessment 
Day 
  
  

6 
Newsletter 
3-4 Item 

7 
Neuro-Spicy group 
 
2.40 Assembly 
3-4 Item 

7 
Mar 

  
NAPLAN 

  

10 
Labour Day Public 

Holiday 
  

11 
 

12 
Prep Attend School 
  
  

13 
 

14 
Neuro-Spicy group 

 
  

8 
Mar 

NAPLAN 
  

17 
  
  

18 
  

19 
  

20 
Aboriginal Children’s 
Day 
Newsletter 
1-2 Item 
  

21 
Neuro-Spicy group 
 
2.40 Assembly – PEACE 
POLE 
1-2 Item 

9 
Mar 

  

24 
 
 
 
6.30 School Council 
AGM 
  

25 
  
  

27 
  

27 
  

28 
Neuro-Spicy group 
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March/
April 

31 1 2 3 
Newsletter 
Prep-1 Item 

4 
1:30 Assembly 
Prep-1 Item 
Easter Hats 
2:10  
End of Term Finish 
  

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Term 1 2025 


