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SEBASTOPOL PRIMARY SCHOOL Warreen Street, Sebastopol Victoria 3356 
Phone: 03 5335 8157 Email: sebastopol.ps@education.vic.gov.au  

Website: www.sebasps.vic.edu.au 

Facebook:  SebastopolPrimarySchool 

SEBASTOPOL PRIMARY SCHOOL  
We are READY TO LEARN when we are; 

RESPECTFUL, RESPONSIBLE & SAFE 
ISSUE NO. 2 20th FEBRUARY 2025 

We are well into the swing of things 
in the 4/5 classroom for Term 1, 
2025.  
From writing narratives that end in 
dance battles, learning about light 
and light sculptures, and reading 
Nims Island by Wendy Orr. Our 
current maths focus is 2D shapes, 
symmetry and their properties. We 
have completed lots of 
investigations and learning and even 
headed outside to find all the 
shapes that are around us when we 
don’t even notice. It’s fun in Term 1 
and the 4/5s sure know how do it!  

CLASS 4/5 
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PRINCIPAL’S UPDATE AND INSIGHTS 

Sebastopol PS School Council  

The School Council will meet next Monday 24th February 

at 6:30pm. We will be reviewing several policies relating to 

Child Safe Standards and the Victorian Qualifications 

Regulations Authority (VQRA).  

Our meeting will include a walk around the building and 

grounds to view the maintenance work undertaken in 

January and the scope of work that the Victorian Schools 

Authority (VSBA) will be working on during the major 

works project this year. I have a meeting with VSBA 

builders this week to finalise these details. We are looking 

forward to the installation of a new fence that will meet 

the current school standards for fencing. The new fence 

will change the access to the school during the day and we 

will make every effort to keep our school community 

informed as work progresses. As always please report to 

the school office when visiting school during operation 

hours 8:00am – 5pm. This is not necessary for before and 

after school for student drop off and pick up.  

The Sebastopol PS School Council Annual General Meeting 

is on Monday 24th March. Prior to this we will be seeking 

nominations for our 2025 School Council and sharing the 

timeline for nominations and voting if required.  

I would like to sincerely thank the School Council 

Fundraising Committee for their incredible fundraising in 

2024. These additional funds have enabled us to update 2 

large screens, one for the new fifth classroom and the 

other to replace a damaged screen.  The 2025 Grade Six, 

polos and jackets will be subsidised again this year. When 

we know the cost, we will share the information with the 

2025 Grade Six group. Our 2026 Prep class will also receive 

a free Sebastopol PS backpack and sun safe hat at their 

2026 Transition to School program later this year. A big 

thanks to the dedication and work of this small group of 

successful fundraisers.  

Assembly Grade 4-5 Friday 21st February 2:40pm.  

Mr Juarez will be leading Assembly along with our 2025 

School Captains. The assembly will feature an item by the 

Grade 4-5 class.  

Zooper Dooper Sales Day Change 

Zooper Dooper sales have now changed to Mondays to 

encourage improved attendance at the start of the week. 

Fifty cents for half a Zooper Dooper or one dollar for a full 

one. My thanks to the Fundraising Committee for 

adjusting their week to support this. 

Matrix Money – School Wide Positive Behaviour  

Matrix Money will be doubled on Thursdays to encourage 

fabulous learning and foster great social skills. We are also 

hoping that students are motivated to attend school on 

Thursdays in 2025. In 2024 school attendance on 

Thursdays was the lowest across the week. Thursdays now 

includes Choir, Visual Arts, ICT and Lego Club. So please 

support your child to be part of all the fun at SPS on 

Thursdays this term.  

Smile Squad 

This week welcomed the Smile Squad dental clinic. 

Seventeen students were booked into the pop up clinic 

that  provided a dental review in a safe and familiar 

environment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2025 Sebastopol PS Athletics Carnival – Monday 24th 

February 

We are looking forward to a great day together at 

Llanberris Athletics Complex. Please ensure your child/ren 

have a warm jacket, sun safe hat, a full water bottle and 

healthy lunches ready for a great day of team sport and 

fun. Parents, extended family are welcome to join us for 

the day to share the House Spirit and love of sport. My 

thanks to Kate Landry, Wil Juarez and Sophie Cullinan for 

their planning and organising the 2025 House Sports.  

 

Thank you for a positive start to the year, we are so proud 

of the effort and achievements students are already 

demonstrating.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michelle Wilson, principal.  
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SEBASTOPOL PRIMARY SCHOOL 
DOUBLE MATRIX THURSDAYS 

 
Come one, come all to the official Sebastopol Primary School “Double Matrix Thursdays.”  

Every Thursday, the incredible work you do to get Matrix Money will be doubled!!! 
That’s right, 2 for the price of 1. 

Save up quicker for your amazing bigger prizes at the Matrix Market.  
Don’t miss out and make sure you are at school every Thursday to get this amazing re-

ward. 
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Our students loved creating hearts of all colours for 
their special people last week. Happy Valentines 

Day!  
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SPS HOT LUNCH ORDERS 
EVERY TUESDAY 
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SCHOOL SPORTS DAY 
 
Our 2025 House Captains are excited for the Annual Athletics Carnival on Monday 24th February at Llanberris. 
https://g.co/kgs/K6xA9Rj 
The sports action starts after 9:30am. All parents are welcome to attend and share the fun, competition and house spirit. Check 
Compass note for details.  

BEDGGOOD 

Keith and Mikayla 

REYNOLDS 

Lily and Brock 

WYRES 

Brooklyn and Noah 

Child safety and wellbeing at Sebastopol Primary School: 
information for families and the school community 
 
Sebastopol Primary School is committed to providing an 
environment where students are safe and feel safe.  
Our child safety framework includes policies, codes and 
procedures that explain how we support and maintain the 
safety and wellbeing of our students and protect them from 
harm. Our current documents are available on our website: 
Policies 
 
We are also committed to continuous improvement of our child 
safety framework. We are currently reviewing our child safety 
policies and practices to ensure they are up-to-date and 
effective. Our students and families are important partners in 
this process. We welcome your feedback or ideas on ways we 
can improve our approach to child safety and wellbeing. 
In future newsletters we will publish a list of proposed 
amendments to a number of policies, and two policy templates 
from the Department of Education’s Policy Advisory Library 
which we are considering adopting after tailoring to our school’s 
specific needs. These will be uploaded to the school website policy page, under the heading, ‘2025 Child Safety Policy Review.’ 
 
If you have any suggestions or comments, please contact Michelle Wilson michelle.wilson@education.vic.gov.au or Maddie 
Whitcher Maddison.Whitcher@education.vic.gov.au 

Ballarat Pop-up Science Centre | questacon 
The Questacon Science Circus is rolling into Ballarat for two days only with a free pop-up science centre experience like 
no other! Come along to the Ballarat High School on Saturday 8 November and Sunday 9 November to spin yourself 
dizzy, test your reflexes, explore your fingertips under the microscope, and watch some of our spectacular science 
shows. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fg.co%2Fkgs%2FK6xA9Rj&data=05%7C02%7Ckym.simpson%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cc28612adf6594ae0ecb808dd4fce9a03%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638754470965692987%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sebasps.vic.edu.au%2Fpage%2F7%2FPolicies&data=05%7C02%7CKym.Simpson%40education.vic.gov.au%7Ca2f2b6c02e6247e99f1e08dd506ecb07%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638755158958345018
mailto:michelle.wilson@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:Maddison.Whitcher@education.vic.gov.au
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.questacon.edu.au%2Fwhats-on%2Fevents%2Fballarat-pop-science-centre&data=05%7C02%7CKym.Simpson%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cd9208331e39649ca2fe708dd506e3d25%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C
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‘I Can’ Grade 5-6 Student Initiative – School Youth Focus Services (SYFS) – Term 1 2025 

This term a group of sixteen Grade 5-6 students are participating in the SYFS Leadership Program, The I Can Imagination Club. 
The first module included some great information for students. Below is a summary of the session.  
Teamwork Module with a focus on getting to know each other and to facilitate a sense of belonging in our mentees as well as 
look into what different strengths we bring to a team.  
The Marshmallow Challenge. This activity to allows mentees to explore what they bring to a team and what attributes they 
might have that might lend themselves to different roles. The class is split up into four separate teams and given marshmallows 
and raw pasta, working together must construct the tallest tower using these materials. Once the activity was completed each 
team reflected on their teamwork skills and all the groups shared some fantastic insights on how they did.  
We also did a quick activity called the Interest Circle which allows the student to become more familiar with each other and 
have a chance to share about themselves. A ball of string is thrown across a circle and whoever catches it shares their name and 
some of their hobbies and interests. We had some fun conversations as a group and began to build some positive connections 
between the students.  
Before ending the session, we did an Imagination Talk. Each week a student will do a 5 minute talk on one or all of these topics:  
● Things in your imagination (Hobbies, Creative ideas, etc)  
● A Time you proved someone wrong                 
 ● A time you said I CAN to a challenge  
These talks enable the student to practice their public speaking skills in a safe environment, they can choose how to present 
their talks (Powerpoint, Poster, Show & Tell, etc). Along with being a fantastic way to practice public speaking it empowers the 
students to be proud of who they are. 
We work together to create a space that everyone feels safe and comfortable so we created a list of group goals in agreements. 
As a group we had a big discussion about what agreements we would like to have and this is what we came up with:  
● Respect people’s space ● No peer pressure   ● Inside voices ● Support each other  
● Have brain breaks ● You can have you shoes off ● Use appropriate language  
● No fighting with others ● Follow the school values ● Respect people's boundaries  
● What we say in the session stays in the session ● Have fun  
 

The Imagination Club Leadership I Can program is a valuable extra-curricular initiative for our senior students.  
Michelle Wilson  
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Oakleigh Cocking - Prep/1 

For a great start to the year, doing all his work in 

class and helping the new Preps settle in. 
Leijla Jakupovic-Moss - Prep/1 

For being a wonderful role model and showing 

great leadership in P/1. 

 
Olivia  Gower- 2/3 

For being an excellent role model to other 

students and supporting others to learn the 
classroom routines. 

Kingston Easton - 2/3 

For having an excellent attitude to writing and 

producing texts with outstanding ideas. 

 

Ariana Lalic - 3/4 

For following the school values and showing 

good behaviours. It is pleasing to see you 
following our class and school expectations 

inside and outside the classroom. Keep up the 

good work, Ariana!! 

Bella Franks - 3/4 

For your amazing “Time Machine” narrative 

writing. The story went on for many pages and 

was always interesting and suspenseful. Well 
done, Bella!! 

 

Chloe Garvin - 4/5 

For having a go at every task and always being 
willing to share her knowledge with classmates. 

Georgia Lehan - 4/5 

For an excellent start to term 1, your leadership 

and ‘get to it’ attitude is a great asset to our 
classroom. 
 

Mikaeel Hussain - 5/6 

For demonstrating excellent work in maths by 

reading and ordering 7 digit numbers. 
Maeve McAdie- 5/6 

For demonstrating an excellent knowledge of 

the different sentence types in writing. 
 

 

Student Recognition Awards 

EVERY MONDAY 
$1 EACH 

50 CENTS HALF 

BELL TIMES 
 
 

8.50 am - Music Plays 
9.00am  School starts 

11.00 - 11.10am Children eat Lunch 
11.10 - 11.40 Lunch Break 
1.40pm - 2.10pm Recess 

3.10 Dismissal 
Last day of Term 2.10pm Finish 
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Week Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

4 
Feb 

  
  

17 
  
  
  
  

18 
  
  
  

19 
Prep Rest - Assessment 
Day 
  
  

20 
Newsletter 
4-5 Item 
 

21 
Neuro-Spicy group 
 
2.40 Assembly 
4-5 Item 
  

5 
Feb 

  

24 
School Athletics Day-
Llanberris 
 
 
6.30pm School Council 
  

25 
  

26 
Prep Rest - Assessment 
Day 
  
  

27 
 
  
  

28 
Neuro-Spicy group 

6 
Mar 

  

3 
  
  

4 
 

5 
Prep Rest - Assessment 
Day 
  
  

6 
Newsletter 
3-4 Item 

7 
Neuro-Spicy group 
 
2.40 Assembly 
3-4 Item 

7 
Mar 

  
NAPLAN 

  

10 
Labour Day Public 

Holiday 
  

11 
 

12 
Prep Attend School 
  
  

13 
 

14 
Neuro-Spicy group 

 
  

8 
Mar 

NAPLAN 
  

17 
  
  

18 
 Hot Dog Forms to be 
Returned 

19 
  

20 
Aboriginal Children’s 
Day 
Newsletter 
2-3 Item 
  

21 
Neuro-Spicy group 
 
2.40 Assembly – PEACE 
POLE 
1-2 Item 

9 
Mar 

  

24 
 
 
 
6.30 School Council 
AGM 
  

25 
 Hot Dog Lunch 
  

27 
  

27 
  

28 
Neuro-Spicy group 
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March/
April 

31 1 2 3 
Newsletter 
Prep-1 Item 

4 
1:30 Assembly 
Prep-1 Item 
Easter Hats 
2:10  
End of Term Finish 
  

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Term 1 2025 


