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Our thanks to our families and friends from Let's talk Peace - Ballarat for joining our
students and staff on Friday the 21st of March to celebrate Harmony Day and the 3rd
Anniversary of our Peace Pole.

The students P-6 created a chain of peace that included everyone, they crafted flowers in
art and learnt more about peace during classroom World Interfaith Harmony Week
activities. We are so proud of the way our children care for each other and find ways to
show kindness and develop strong friendships.

Congratulations to Grade 2-3 on an excellent presentation of the Peace Poem.
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PRINCIPAL’'S UPDATE AND INSIGHTS

Harmony Week 2025
My thanks to Lynne Reeder and Madonna Quixley
from ‘Let’s Talk Peace, Ballarat’ for joining our
Harmony Week Peace Pole Assembly. | was blown
away by the paper flowers and chain that all students
created in Visual Arts with Ms. Kellie. The Atrium
Stage looked absolutely beautiful and it was a very
significant assembly for our school community to be
together. A big thank you to all who attended on
Friday 21* March and congratulations to the Grade 2
-3 class for presenting the historical ‘Peace Poem’.
| have included a copy of this beautiful poem for you
all.

Reflection of Peace Poem

If there is to be peace in the world, there must be
peace between nations.

If there is to be peace between nations, there must
be peace in the cities.

If there is to be peace in the cities, there must be
peace between neighbours.

If there is to be peace between neighbors, there
must be peace in the home.

If there is to be peace in the home, there must be
peace in the heart.

These words were written by the Chinese
philosopher Laozi over 2500 years ago. Laozi teaches
that we should live a simple life that is filled with
goodness and integrity.

Respectful Relationships Year 6 and 12 Student
Forum

School Captains Kate and Amelia were terrific
representatives at the recent Student Forum. It was a
wonderful opportunity for them to connect and
collaborate with other students from across the
Central Highlands on this important area of student
wellbeing. Our thanks to Trevor Edwards and the
Central Highlands Respectful Relationships Team for
providing this opportunity for our student leaders.

Eyre District Sports

My thanks to our Physical Education Teacher (PE),
Kate Landry, for creating and supporting the largest
District Sports Team from Sebastopol Primary School
in many years. Twenty-six students represented our
school in track and field events at Llanberris
Athletics. The effort and determination shown in long
-distance running, discus throwing and relays was
tremendous to witness. We were proud of the

teamwork and sportsmanship displayed. Please read
Kate’s report in the newsletter. Our thanks to the
parents and extended families who attended on the
day.

Mental Health and Wellbeing Leaders in Primary
Schools

This role is currently being advertised as a new role
in primary schools in this area. This additional
funding is in response to the high incidence of family
violence and violence against women across the
Ballarat area in the 2023- 2025 period. The role has
been in secondary schools and now, with additional
funding our Primary Educators and students can
receive this additional learning and support. The role
is currently in the recruitment phase, and we look
forward to introducing our new Mental Health and
Wellbeing Leader at Sebastopol PS early Term?2.

School Staffing Update

Rebecca Matson will be the new classroom teacher
for Grade 4-5 Term 2-4, while Sophie is on Family
Leave. We are thrilled to welcome Rebecca to our
team at Sebastopol Primary School. Montana Scully
will continue as an ongoing Education Support
Officer after a fixed term contract.

Kym Simpson is on extended sick leave until the end
of term. We wish Kym well as she focusses on her
health and recovery. We understand this has been
difficult for our community and at times
communication could be better. We always support
our students first to ensure they have a great day.

Assembly Friday 4™ April

We look forward to seeing you at our Easter Hat
Parade at 1:30pm. We have an early dismissal at
2:10pm. Please remember Casual Clothes and a free
sausage sizzle for students.

Thanks to you all for a
positive start to the year of
learning, wellbeing and
school review.

Michelle Wilson




CLASS P/1

A day in the life of our Prep/One class!

It has been a wonderful start to the year for students in the Prep/1 classroom. We have put in place a routine and struc-
ture that enables students to become increasingly independent and to maximise all learning opportunities.
New friendships have been formed in a classroom where ‘We All Belong’.
All students regardless of their starting point have experienced success and are working towards future learning goals. It
has been delightful to watch students learning to give and receive feedback in such a positive and respectful way. We
have a fabulous team of parents who support what we do and ensure the link between home and school is strong.

A great deal of fun and learning is planned for Term 2 and it will be very
exciting to see what we can all achieve together.

We wish the school community a lovely safe and restful holiday break.
From Mrs Lawes, Chris and the Prep/1 students.




Eyre District Sports
2025

Congratulations to the 2025 Sebastopol
Primary School Athletics Team!

We are so proud of the participation, effort and performance of everyone involved at the Eyre District Athletic
Carnival at Llanberris Reserve on Wednesday, March 26th. Students competed in track and field events against other
schools including Delacombe, Mt Clear, Haddon, Buninyong, Mt Pleasant and Phoenix.

Some excellent individual performances to mention were :
1* Brooklyn Stowe (discus)
1* Iris Chettleburgh (Long jump)
2" Noah Smith (High Jump)
2" CJ Del Rosario (1500m run),
3 Amelia Relouw (1500m run)
3" Charlotte Anderson (1500m run).

If students have met the required standard based on place getters and time across all division track and field events,
they may be selected for the Division Athletic Championships held later in the year.

Thankyou to Ian Forrester and Rin Taylor for their assistance in the event organisation and responsibilities on the day.

Kate Landry (PE Teacher)
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Our ‘Super Star’ Athletics Team

Thomas Warner-Johns, Chayce Langley, Charlotte Anderson. Jada Farquhar, Meeka Fish, Eli Smith, CJ
Del Rosario, Evie Hickson, Kayden McNicol, Nate Mitchem, Lucas Hennessy, Chloe Garvin. Tori Denny
Mikaeel Hussain, Lakaysha Weetra, Lola Carter, Jeb Hayward, Lily Anderson, Iris Chettleburgh, Kyzell
Weetra, Brock Denny, Noah Smith, Brooklyn Stowe, Amelia Relouw, Elena Birch, Charlie Oliver
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The I Can ‘Imagination Club’ has been running this term with a group of
e s i sixteen Grade 5-6 students with presenters Pat and Ashay.

. ; They have discussed and shared their passions developing their oracy and
using a range of digital skills to present.

The group has developed strong cohesion and gained greater insights into
; their peers. The program concludes this term.

Our thanks to Pat and Ashay for their time and support of our emerging

leaders.

N ETWO R K Here are some great links to explore with your children.

DOES YOUR CHILD WANT MORE I CAN?

I CAN Online is a mentoring program where Autistic young people can con-
nect with peers in specific interest groups, from their home: https://
icannetwork.online/online/

DO YOU HAVE A GRADE 6 OR YEAR 7 AUTISTIC/ NEURODIVERGENT CHILD?
Check out the I CAN “The Neurodivergent Students’ Guide to Starting High School” graphic novel - designed to
support neurodivergent students in their transition to high school.

DO YOU WONDER HOW TO TALK ABOUT AUTISM WITH YOUR CHILD?
Resources to support respectful conversations with young people about Autism: hitps://icannetwork.online/talking-
about-autism/

I CAN - April Holiday Program

Connect with fellow like-minded fans about Lego, Roblox, Heartstopper, Animal Crossing and Sanrio groups
during Week 1 (14-17 April). Collaborate on exciting challenges, share tips and express your passions alongside
friends in a supportive, fun-filled environment.

Gear up for adventure in our Dungeons & Dragons campaigns, offered in both Week 1 (15—17 April) and Week
2 (22-24 April) where players of all experience are welcome.

Round out your holidays by exploring our Minecraft Social Server (2224 April), where you can build and meet
friends in a laid-back, imaginative space.
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Student Recognition Awards

Prep/1 - Thea Ada May

Thea is a quiet achiever who always tries her best and is making
great progress in all areas of her learning.

Prep/1 - Leon Price

Leon is a quiet achiever who always tries his best and is making
great progress in all areas of his learning.

2/3 - Billie Taylor

For always being a kind and studious member of the classroom.
2/3 - Ethan Parkes

For always completing his spelling and reading homework. Ethan
has also worked exceptionally hard in Literacy and Numeracy
this term which is reflected in his assessment, fantastic work!
3/4 - Peggy de Carteret

for your amazing creative writing piece 'The Haunted Island'. It
followed the narrative structure perfectly and was also highly
entertaining!

3/4 - Lachlan Camilleri

for showing leadership during our Respectful Relationships
group activity. You rose to the challenge and helped your group
achieve the goal!

4/5 - Lakaysha Weetra

For demonstrating commitment and determination in her
learning and feeling proud of what she has been able to
accomplish in writing. Keep up the great work.

4/5 - Eli Smith

For his dedication to his learning in mathematics and asking
questions to better his understanding. Its great to see and shows
awesome leadership.

4/5 - Liliana Kline

For writing an excellent persuasive piece about ‘why school
students shouldn't wear school uniform’ and publishing her
writing using PowerPoint. Great work Lili

5/6 - Iris Chettleburgh

For demonstrating excellent research skills during our Anzac Day
project. Great Job!

5/6 - Lilith Hickson

For showing excellent leadership skills both in and out of the
classroom. You are an excellent role model.

5/6 - Brock Denny

For showing a great improvement in his attendance for Term 1.
Well done Brock!

Begonia Festival Attendees
We would once again like to recognise and thank our students
who assisted with Gum Loong at the Begonia Festival on the
Labour Day Long Weekend. (10th of March) Also many thanks
to Mr Juarez and Chris for accompanying our students on the
day.
Mishel Sami
Emily Eades
Charlotte Anderson
Thomas Warner-Johns
Georgia Lehan
Evie Hickson
Kate Lehan
Mikaeel Hussain
Amelia Relouw
Noah Smith
Lilith Hickson
Elena Birch
Nell Browning
Eli Smith

BELL TIMES

8.50 am - Music Plays
9.00am School starts
11.00 - 11.10am Children eat Lunch
11.10 - 11.40 Lunch Break
1.40pm - 2.10pm Recess
3.10 Dismissal
Last day of Term 2.10pm Finish

DOOPER

EVERY MONDAY
$1 EACH
50 CENTS HALF

Active April 2025
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IMPORTANT DATES TO MARK IN YOUR
CALENDAR

(( ) | End of Term 1
i Wmﬂlﬂ End of Term 1 finishes on Friday the 4th of

April, our assembly will begin at 1:30 where
you can see an Easter hat parade and the
drawing of the Easter Raffle. Students are
dismissed at 2:10.

Easter Monday— Public Holiday

Monday the 21st of April is Easter Monday
and a Public holiday. No school this day.

Term 2 Start Date

Students return to school for Term 2 on
Tuesday the 22nd of April, we are looking
forward to another term of wonderful
learning and fun!

ANZAC Day—Public Holiday

Mondqy 7th & Mth Ap”l 2025 | 9(1m ; 3pm Friday the 25th of April is ANZAC and a Public
(TR TN VTEE T [ Holiday. No school fhis day.

School Council AGM

$53 per person
pe per Monday the 28th of April our School Council

is meeting.
AFLVictoriain partnership with the Westem Bulldogs to coordinate School Holiday Programs

An action packed day of footy actities, nflatables, giveaways & the Bulkdogs mascots District Cross Country

Friday the 9th of May is the District Cross
Country at Ballarat High School. We will have
students competing to represent our school.
Stay tuned in Term 2 to find out more details
about the event.

Participants of other supported clubs are most welcome also

2025 TERM DATES

Term 1 - 30th January to 4th April
Term 2 - 22nd April to 4th July
Auskick Registrations  SuperKick Registrations Term 3 - 21st July to 19th September

Term 4 - 6th October to 19th December
For further enquires please contact Mot Begbie from AFL Victoria on matbegbie@eflcomau



HAPPY
" EASTER

wish all our families, friends and the wider community a safe and happy
term break and a wonderful Easter celebration.
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4“’ 5 13“ Looking for something to do these school holidays?
.ﬂﬂl“d m Ballarat Want to avoid the dreaded ‘I’'m bored’
1003 Pleasant Street, Redan Victoria 3350
= ™ Don’t forget that free kids tickets to the Circus Rio were
5-Apr|SATURDAY | 11.00am| 70pm sent out earlier this term and would be a perfect activity to
G-AprSNDAY | 1100am| take the whole family to these school holidays.
7-Apr MONDAY
8-Apr TUESDAY . . o ,
S T Date are listed and booklng is essential, Ju.st don’t forget to
10-Apr| THURSDAY 7.00pm| use the free tickets for the kids.
11-Apr|FRIDAY 7.00
12-Apr| SATURDAY | 11.00 HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
13-Apr| SUNDAY 11.00am| [




CALENDAR OF EVENTS

TERM 1 2025

Week Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
8 17 18 19 20 21
Mar Hot Dog Forms to be Aboriginal Children’s Hot Cross Bun Orders
Returned Day Due with money.
NAPLAN Neuro-Spicy group 2.40 Assembly — PEACE
Newsletter POLE
2-3 Item 1-2 Item
9 24 25 26 27 28
Mar Hot Dog Lunch BPSSA District Athletics Neuro-Spicy group Last day to donate
Carnival, Llanberris Easter Raffle prizes.
(qualifying students) Hot Cross Buns or-
6.30 School Council dered will be available
AGM at school for collec-
tion.
31 1 2 3 4
10 Return all sold raffle Newsletter 1:30 Assembly
tickets along with Prep-1 Item Prep-1 Item
MarCh/ money. Easter Hats
April Easter Raffle Drawn
2:10
End of Term Finish
Week Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
1 21 22 23 24 25
April Neuro-Spicy group
EASTER MONDAY - ANZAC DAY - Public
Public holiday holiday
2 28 29 30 1 2
April / Neuro-Spicy group
May Newsletter -
6.30 School Council 5/6 Item
AGM
3 5 6 7 8 9
May Neuro-Spicy group District Cross-Country
- Ballarat High




