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SEBASTOPOL PRIMARY SCHOOL  
We are READY TO LEARN when we are; 
RESPECTFUL, RESPONSIBLE & SAFE 

INFORMUS NO. 1         February 6th 2020 

 

 

WELCOME 
 

A big Sebastopol Primary School welcome to our new Prep students. 
Lily, Lola, Maeve, Harry, Amelia, Logan, Tegan, Mason and Ifrah. 

NOTICES:  
School Accounts, Prep Nursing forms and CSEF applications forms. 

SEBASTOPOL PRIMARY SCHOOL Warreen Street, Sebastopol Victoria 3356 

Phone: 03 5335 8157 Fax:  5335 9173 Email: sebastopol.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au  

Website: www.sebasps.vic.edu.au 

Facebook:  SebastopolPrimarySchool 

 Welcome to Sally Pearce to our Staff 
 
Known as: Sal  
 
Favourite food: Pizza 
Favourite colour: Yellow  
Sports Team: Western Bulldogs 
Favourite subject to teach: Maths and  
Spelling 
Favourite Book: Harry Potter series 
Favourite movie: Titanic  
Dream holiday: Travelling to Europe 
 
I am really excited to be  
involved in the community of  
Sebastopol Primary, thank you  
everyone for the warm welcome.  



 

Tues 4th Feb  Choir Excursion 

   Harmony Day 

Wed 5th Feb  No Prep Students 

Fri 7th Feb  Parent Committee  

   Meeting- All Welcome 

Tues 11th Feb  School Council Meeting 

Wed 12th Feb  No Prep Students 

   Relay for Life & BBQ 

   Bookclub Orders Due 

Friday 14th Feb Assembly 2.40pm  

Wed 19th Feb  No Prep Students 

Thurs 20th Feb Athletics Carnival 

Wed 26th Feb  No Prep Students 

   SWPB Celebration 

Friday 28th Feb Assembly 2.40pm 

Tues 3rd Mar  Police in Schools 

Wed 4th Mar  No Prep Students 

Mon 9th Mar  Labour Day Holiday 

   Student Free 

Tues 10th Mar  School Council & AGM 

Wed 11th Mar  Prep students commence 

   Full Time 

   School Nurse Visit 

Thurs 12th Mar School Nurse Visit 

Fri 13th Mar  Assembly 2.40pm 

Wed 25th Mar  SWPB Celebration 

Fri 27th Mar  Assembly 1.40pm 

   End of Term  2.10pm 

 

TERM 2 

Tues 14th April Term 2 Begins  

Fri 26th June  End of Term 2   

Coming up in Term 1 

 
 
 
Harry De La Rue - P/2W 
For asking lots of questions and 
trying hard in class! 
 
 

 
Korbin Haley - 3/5L 
For being respectful & responsible  
A fabulous start to the year. 
 
 
 
 
Noah White - 5/6P 
For demonstrating excellent 
leadership skills with the 
computers and ipads. 
 
 
 
 
Isaiah Howgate - Mrs Ogilvie 
For great attitude during our 
Kitchen Garden session.  Asking 
questions and staying engaged. 
 
 
 

School Choir - Ms Kellie 
For singing so beautifully and representing the 
school at the opening of “Harmony Week” in 

front of the Ballarat Town Hall 

Student Recognition Awards 

The Sebastopol PS Choir 
were thrilled to sing at the 

flag raising for the Interfaith 
Harmony Day ceremony this 

week. They were also 
thrilled to have time with 
Peter to learn more about 

playing the Didgeridoo. 
Thank you to Ms Kellie, Cas-
sandra and choir parents for 
supporting this.   Students in 
Year 4-6 are welcome to join 

our school choir.  



 

PRINCIPALS MESSAGE 

6th February 2020 
 

Welcome to the 2020 School Year 
We would love to welcome our 2020 Prep Students and a 
number of new enrolments across the school. We currently 
have 73 students at Sebastopol Primary School.  We are 
pleased to be back and we have many great things planned 
to engage your children and continue our great learning 
achievements. It has been wonderful to see our prep 
students settling quickly into school life and impressive to 
see the Year 1-6 students ‘Ready to Learn’.  Our three 
classes have settled quickly into school routines and 
students are enjoying being together again and making new 
friends.   
If you have concerns regarding your child’s education or 
wellbeing please talk to your child’s teacher and they will 
follow up accordingly.  
 
2020 Classes  
Prep/1/2               - Katherine Williams  
Year 3/4/5            - Audra Lawes  
Year 5/6                - Sally Pearce  
Extra-curricular, Specialist and Support Programs 
In 2020, we are proud to continue Music Therapy, Speech 
Pathology, Choir, Music Education, Indigenous Culture, 
Art, Science, School Food Garden and Physical Education 
in our specialist and extra-curricular programs. Nadine 
Ogilvie, Eliza McIntosh, Megan Nestor, Kellie Bastison and 
Cassandra Hiscock are valued members of our learning 
team at Sebastopol Primary School.  
 
Communication  
We have many ways to stay in touch, as we love to engage 
with our community and share our learning stories.   
Facebook – Like Sebastopol Primary School and share our 
great news and achievements.  
Website – www.sebasps.vic.edu.au please save this link to 
your favourite device via our website as an App and register 
for the newsletter. 
Newsletter Dates Term 1: 6th, 20th Feb and 5th 19th March – 
odd weeks. 
Assembly Dates Term 1: Friday 2:45pm 14th and 28th Feb 
and 13th, 27th March – even weeks.   
End Term 1 Assembly 1:45 Friday 27th March. Everyone is 
welcome to attend Assembly.  
Our 2020 School Captains Amity, Tianna, Serena and 
Brayden lead assembly. Chequarna Garlett will read the 
Acknowledgment of Country.  
 
Reading at Home  
All students are expected to read for 10 – 20 minutes at 
home daily. 
Home Reading needs to be logged in the School Reading 
Diaries and these need to be brought to school each day. 
Students who are unable to read at home will participate in 
‘Reading Club’ in the library with Chris Otteni and I for 15 
minute each day. Regular, sustained, independent reading 
underpins all learning and it is vital that this is part of your 
home routine. Today in ‘Reading Club’ we asked students 
why they hadn’t been able read at home and together we 
worked on solutions to overcome this.  
For example:  
Too busy – Get up 15 minutes earlier and read before 
looking at a screen 
Too tired – Read in the morning before your get up and 
before your look at a screen  

Parents too busy to listen to reading – read to a sibling, a 
neighbour, the family pet or record reading on a device. 
Forgot my Reading Diary – pack in in your bag as soon as 
home reading is completed 
No books to read – students can take home books from our 
‘Guided Reading’ library, School Library or join the 
Sebastopol Community Library. Read the paper, read a 
recipe, read the sport report or special catalogues. Just read!  
Once the habit is establish students will naturally pick up a 
book and enjoy the time immersed in print.  
 
Sunsafe  
A reminder that all students are required to wear a broad 
brim hat outside, otherwise students will be asked to go to 
the library or in the shade area near the bubble taps. Hats 
are available from the office for $10. It is also a good idea 
to bring cold water to school, at present a number of 
students do not have their own drink bottle. Please try to 
locate a drink bottle at home and keep it in your school bag 
#sunsafe.  
 
Attendance 
‘Every Day Counts, Ever Minute Counts!’ If you child is 
unwell or late please contact the school office by 9.30am 
with an explanation. Late students must sign in at the 
office. We are required to phone families when children are 
not a school.  This is a Child Safe Standard requirement.  
In 2019, our School Attendance score was 79%, this is well 
below the DET State Target of 94% attendance. We have 
great educators, resources and facilities. Our students can 
achieve great learning progress when they attend school 
regularly. We are happy to support and assist families to 
achieve higher attendance rates. If students absent for more 
than 5 days and an explanation is not provided to the 
school, we are required to refer this to regional attendance 
officers. If you plan to travel and be away from school 
during term times a letter advising of the dates should be 
provided prior to departure. Please contact us if you would 
like further support to improve your child’s attendance.  
 
School Council 2020  
The first meeting for 2020 will be 6:30pm on Tuesday 11th 
February.  
Agenda items include 2020 Sports Day at Llanberris, 
Financials, 2020 Pupil Free Day Approvals, Curriculum 
Report, 2020 School Council Membership and setting the 
date for the March AGM.  
We welcome interest from prospective members to join 
School Council in 2020. All parents/carers are welcome to 
nominate, forms can be collected at the office. If you would 
like to find out more about Sebastopol PS School Council, 
please talk to a current member or myself. Current 
members are Jason Filcock, Kaylene Rafiq, Renee Aghan, 
Peter Cook, Rebecca Kennon, Karen MCadie and Audra 
Lawes or myself.  
 
2020 Fundraising Committee 
Friday 7th February – Staffroom 9:00 Coffee/tea welcome 
9:30 meeting start. Items 2020 Fundraising and Relay for 
Life BBQ roster on Wednesday Feb 12th 10:30 – 11:45.  
 
Thank you for supporting a positive start to the 2020 school 
year.  Enjoy the cooler weather and rain. My garden is 
much happier now!  
 

Michelle Wilson   Principal 

http://www.sebasps.vic.edu.au


Kitchen Garden at Sebastopol PS 
 

This year we have started our kitchen garden program back up. The senior 
students will be part of this program giving them the opportunities to; plant, 
grow, harvest, cook and learn about healthy eating and healthy lifestyles. 
Our first group kicked off this week. The students enjoyed getting into the 
kitchen and learning how to grow vegetables and fruit from what we have in 
the fridge and left over food scraps. 
The programs aims to give our students real life skills in the kitchen and gar-

den and hopefully a love of growing and cooking their own produce.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to our first parent volunteer, Terry.  
She helped water and began painting in 
 preparation for new outdoor art work that  
our students will work on over this term.  
 
Any parents with some extra time (green  
thumb or not) are more than welcome; let  
Christie at the office know and we will organise 
a time for you to join us.  
 
Mrs Ogilvie 

 



 
 
 
 

Parents Committee Meeting 
Friday 7th February 

9.00am Coffee, meet and greet. 
9.30am Start 
All Welcome 

 

Sebastopol PS 2020 Relay for Life event.  
Wednesday 12th February 9:15 - 11:45 
Walk, run, jog, skip on our school oval with family and friends to  
support the Sebastopol PS Relay for Life 2020 fundraising effort.  
Casual Sunsafe Dress 
BBQ and icy poles available.  
Prep students welcome with their families for the morning.  
 

 

Baker’s Delight 
Bakers Delight continue to support our school on a commission based  

fundraiser.  Whenever you purchase any items at Bakers Delight quote ‘4017’ and we  
receive 5% of every sale. 

 

School Banking is on  
Tuesdays by 10am 

 
LATE BANK BOOKS ARE 

UNABLE TO BE PRO-
CESSED AND WILL BE 

SENT HOME 
 

This year the Dollarmites 
theme is  

‘Tree Top Savers’.  
The new rewards are  

fantastic, so don’t  
forget to keep your  

rewards card in a safe 
place, ready to order 

when you have saved 10 
tokens.  

Happy Saving  
Everyone! 

 
See your local  

Commonwealth Branch 
to set up an account. 

FUNDRAISING 



 

As you may be aware, the situation regarding the emerging outbreak of novel coronavirus has continued 

to evolve. 

  

The Commonwealth’s Chief Medical Officer and Victoria’s Chief Health Officer have this afternoon 

recommended a stronger precautionary approach to managing coronavirus for travellers returned from 

mainland China (not including Hong Kong, Macau and Taiwan) from today (1 February 2020). 

  

This recommendation is that parents/guardians/carers should ensure that any student returning from 

mainland China (not including Hong Kong, Macau and Taiwan) who was in mainland China on or after 1 

February 2020 is isolated at home and should not attend school until 14 days after they were last 

in mainland China. 

  

This recommendation does not apply retrospectively. It applies only to students who were in mainland 

China on or after 1 February 2020. 

 

The existing advice remains that parents/guardians/carers of students should ensure that any student is 

isolated at home and should not attend school for 14 days: 

 following exposure to any confirmed novel coronavirus case; or 

after leaving Hubei Province. 

This same advice applies to any impacted staff. 

 

The Commonwealth has also advised that: “additional border measures will be implemented to deny 

entry to Australia to people who have left or transited through mainland China from 1 February 2020, with 

the exception of Australian citizens, permanent residents and their immediate family and air crews who 

have been using appropriate personal protective equipment”. 

 

Schools should inform their staff, students and families of this new advice through your school’s 

communication channels with parents. 

  

Please refer to the Department’s coronavirus web page, where the latest advice including factsheets 

(with translations) for schools and parents will be uploaded as soon as available. 

  

Additional advice and information on the steps to take can be found on the coronavirus web page which 

also includes advice on: 

 continuity of learning for students who are not attending school 

 international students and families hosting 

 international travel 

 maintaining good health hygiene at school 

 health promotion posters and materials 

information, resources and contacts related to coronavirus. 

This new advice is based on the latest expert recommendations of the Commonwealth’s Chief Medical 

Officer and Victoria’s Chief Health Officer. 

  

Thank you for your continued support and work to ensure the health and wellbeing of your school 

community.  

 

CORONAVIRUS - Update 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flist.comms.educationupdates.vic.gov.au%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D770f4d1425f14b0d9936ca688e358872%26id%3D3373de59%26e%3Db60a0858&data=02%7C01%7Cwilson.michelle.j%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C31f676a00461
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flist.comms.educationupdates.vic.gov.au%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D770f4d1425f14b0d9936ca688e358872%26id%3D5d485c50%26e%3Db60a0858&data=02%7C01%7Cwilson.michelle.j%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C31f676a00461


 

 
PLAYGROUP VICTORIA:    
Maureen 0457 797 315 (Mon, Tues, Thurs & Friday) mhatcher@playgroup.org.au 
Louise 0481 303 970 (Mon, Tues & Thurs) lbsmith@playgroup.org.au     
Maree 0490 458 241 (Mon & Tues) mryan@playgroup.org.au 

 
 
 
 

PLAYGROUP NEWS 

Healthy Lunchbox Week 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

10.00-12.00 

Me & My Dad 

Community  
Playgroup. 
Leigh Whitten 

0402 641 925 

Facebook: Me and 
my dad playgroup 
 

 _______________ 

  
  

10.00-12.00 

City of Ballarat 
Smalltalk 

Supported  
Playgroup. 
Hannah. 
Contact: Emma 
Watson 

53205682 

 ________________ 
 

12.30 – 2.30 

Japanese  
Community  
Playgroup 

Rumiko Seki 
rumi-
ko_2983@hotmail.c
om 

  

10.00-12.00 

City of Ballarat Smalltalk 

Supported Playgroup. 
Sam. 
Contact: Emma Watson 

53205682 

  
  
____________________ 

  

  9.15 – 11.30 

Sebastopol  
Community  
Playgroup 

Beck Moss 

0403 256 474 

Facebook:  
Sebastopol  
Community  
Playgroup 
(Sebastopol Primary 
School) 

_________________ 
 

10.00-12.00 

Me & My Dad 

Community  
Playgroup. 
Leigh Whitten 

0402 641 925 

Facebook: Me and 
my dad playgroup  

Visit www.healthylunchboxweek.org for all things lunchbox and 
share with your school community to help parents and carers 
make healthier lunchbox choices.  

Healthy Lunchbox Week is an initiative of Nutrition Aus-
tralia that aims to inspire parents and carers across Aus-
tralia to create healthy lunchboxes their children will en-
joy. Healthy Lunchbox Week occurs the week before 
most schools return for term 1 however the website can 
viewed and free resources downloaded throughout the 
year.  
 
Nutrition Australia is a non-government, not-for-profit 
organisation and registered charity that aims to inspire 
healthy eating for all Australians.  
 
 
Yours in good health, 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.healthylunchboxweek.org&data=02%7C01%7Cwilson.michelle.j%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C173621b86a844812e3ab08d79e1accda%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637151710962929208&sdata=Fkrzv7V
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nutritionaustralia.org%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cwilson.michelle.j%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C173621b86a844812e3ab08d79e1accda%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637151710962929208&sdata=YIc%
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nutritionaustralia.org%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cwilson.michelle.j%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C173621b86a844812e3ab08d79e1accda%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637151710962929208&sdata=YIc%


February kindness calendar. Simple acts of kindness lead to wellbeing and  
happiness all round. Try some of these In February. 

Class libraries and mathematics resources are a key pet of every class classroom. It is a great idea 
to have some numeracy resources together in a dedicated place at home to support mathematical 

understanding.  





Business Manager 

 
School Accounts were recently sent 
home. Please make full payment or a 
payment plan if you have not done so 
as yet. Centrepay is available, please 
contact Centrelink or log into your 

MrGov account to set up regular pay-
ments.  We also have Bpay, Direct 
Debit details or Eftpos facilities. 

 
 

ATTENDANCE 
If your child is away from school 
please let the front office know on 
53358157 each day they are away. 
 

Morning Drop Off and supervision  
before school. 

Please ensure children do not arrive at 
school earlier than 8:40. The playground 

is supervised at 8:40am and Breakfast 
Club opens at 8:40am. Parents that re-

quire an earlier drop off need to contact 
the office to make a plan with Ms Wil-
son. We can make individual arrange-

ments if needed however between 8:00 
and 8:40 teachers are meeting and or-
ganising for the school day. Thanks for 
supporting this and keeping your chil-

dren safe.  

 

 

Good Habits Start Young 

Parents and carers play an important role in helping children to develop digital intelligence — the social, emotion-
al and practical skills needed to successfully navigate the digital world. 

Even for preschool children, it is never too early to instil good habits, and as your child gets older it is useful to 
keep reminding them of these basic digital intelligence principles: respect, empathy, critical thinking, responsible 
behaviour and resilience. These are also principles you can emphasise with your child when things go wrong.  

On this page: 
How to build digital intelligence 
I am worried my child might be bullying others 
My child has shared inappropriate images 
 
For more information visit:- 
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/skills-advice/good-habits-start-young 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/skills-advice/good-habits-start-young#how-to-build-digital-intelligence
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/skills-advice/good-habits-start-young#i-am-worried-my-child-might-be-bullying-others
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/skills-advice/good-habits-start-young#my-child-has-shared-inappropriate-images


CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

Term 1 

 
2020 TERM DATES 

Term 1: 30th January to 27th March  
Term 2: 14th Apr il to 26th June 

Term 3: 13th July to 18th September  
Term 4: 5th October  to 18th December  

 

 MON TUE WED THUR FRI 

WEEK 1 27/1 
Australia Day 
Holiday 

28/1 29/1 30/1 
STUDENTS 
START 
 
Assembly 

31/1 

WEEK 2 3/2 4/2 
Choir  
Performance 
Harmony Day 

5/2 
No Prep Students 

6/2 7/2 
Parent  
Committee 
Meeting 
9.00am Coffee 
9.30am Start 

WEEK 3 10/2 11/2 
School Council 
Meeting 6.30pm 

12/2 
No Prep Students 
 
Bookclub Orders 
due 
 
Relay For Life & 
BBQ 9am-11.45am 

13/2 14/2 
Assembly 
2.40pm 

WEEK 4 17/2 18/2 19/2 
No Prep Students 

20/2 
Athletics Carnival 
Llanberris 

21/2 

WEEK 5 24/2 25/2 26/2 
No Prep Students 
 
SWPB Celebration 

27/2 28/2 
Assembly 
2.40pm 

WEEK 6 2/3 3/3 
Police in Schools 

4/3 
No Prep Students 

5/3 6/3 

WEEK 7 9/3 
Labour Day  
Holiday 

10/3 
School Council & 
AGM Meeting 
6.30pm 

11/3 
Preps Begin Full 
Time 
 
School Nurse Visit 

12/3 
School Nurse Visit 

13/3 
Assembly 
2.40pm 

WEEK 8 16/3 17/3 18/3 19/3 20/3 

WEEK 9 23/3 24/3 25/3 
SWPB Celebration 

26/3 27/3 
Assembly1.40pm 
End of Term 
2.10pm 

BELL TIMES 
8.50 am - Music Play 
9.00am  School starts 

11.00 - 11.10am Children eat Lunch 
11.10 - 11.40 Lunch Break 
1.40pm - 2.10pm Recess 

3.10 Dismissal 
Last day of Term 2.30pm Finish 

Newsletter 
To access our fortnightly school newsletter visit our website  at  http://www.sebasps.vic.edu.au/ 

Please also subscribe to our Newsletter email list at our website to  
receive a notification when our newsletter is ready.   


