SEBASTOPOL PRIMARY SCHOOL

We are READY TO LEARN when we are;
RESPECTFUL, RESPONSIBLE & SAFE
INFORMUS NO. 4
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March 29th 2021

The Year 2/3/4 and 5/6 class’ has a wonderful time exploring
the 2021 Begonia Festival across the city of Ballarat.
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Photo credit Sally Peach.
EASTER RAFFLE
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Easter raffle tickets were due back on Friday, if you haven’t yet returned them could
you please do so as soon as possibly.
Our Easter raffle will be drawn at our final assembly on Thursday.

NOTES:
3-5L class party
COMING UP:
SWPB Celebration, Relay for Life 9am-11.40am, Easter Raffle Drawn, Assembly 1.30, End of Term 1
2.10pm and Good Friday Holiday
SEBASTOPOL PRIMARY SCHOOL Warreen Street, Sebastopol Victoria 3356
Phone: 03 5335 8157 Email: sebastopol.ps@education.vic.gov.au
Website: www.sebasps.vic.edu.au
Facebook: SebastopolPrimarySchool

Happy Easter from our Easter Buddies!

Coming up in Term 1
Wed 31st Mar

SWPB Celebration

Thurs 1st April

Relay For Life
Easter Raffle Drawn
End of Term 1
2.10pm
TERM 2

Mon 19th April

First Day of Term 2

Mon 26th April

Yr 3-6 Camp

Tues 27th April

Yr 3-6 Camp

Wed 28th April

Yr 3-6 Camp

Tues 4th May

Police in Schools

Tues 11st May

School Council

11th-13th May

NAPLAN

Mon 17th May

Pupil Free Day

Wed 19th May

Simultaneous Story Time
SWPB Celebration

Wed 26th May

National Sorry Day

Mon 7th June

Queens Birthday Holiday

Tues 15th June

Police In Schools

Wed 16th June

Art Show

Wed 23rd June

Reports go home
SWPB Celebration

Fri 25th June

End of Term 2

DISTICT SPORTS
Llanberris District Sports.
We had a great time competing with other schools in
the central highlands interschool sports earlier this
week.

PRINCIPALS MESSAGE
Principal’s Message 29th March 2021
SPS Relay for Life – Cancer Council Fund
Raiser
Please join us on our big walk on Thursday 1
April 9:15 – 11:00 am, then stay for a $4 ‘Hot
dog Meal Deal Lunch’. We hope to raise lots of
money for the 2021 Relay for Life Ballarat event.
We are proud to support this great cause that affects us all. Families are welcome to join the
walk on the new oval circuit track and purchase a
$4 lunch to help our fund raising effort.

Reading Stamina and Improvement
It has been wonderful to see the reading growth
that many students have made as we complete
Term 1 assessments. 97% of the students in Year
5/6 have advanced one or more levels with senior
students demonstrating marked improvement in
reading comprehension and stamina. Children
receiving the additional Reading Tutor Support
and MULTILIT have made positive growth and
we are proud of the positive attitude to reading by
our 2021 Prep/1/2 students. In the Yr 2/3/4 class
we are thrilled to see children using ‘chunking’
and rereading strategies to improve reading accuracy and fluency. Take the time to read at home
every day for a minimum of 20 minutes, so we
can all share the joy and thrill of being in the
world of books.
Attendance – Term 1
Year 2 students have the highest attendance percentage of all year groups in Term 1, followed by
Prep and the Year 5 class groups. Congratulations to the students in Prep, Year 2 and Year 5,
your attendance is excellent.

Weekly Assembly - Friday 2:30pm End of
Term Assembly Thurs 1st April 1:30pm
All parents and friends are welcome to join assembly every Friday at 2:30pm. It is lovely that
students can have a bigger audience again. Please
remember to use the QR CODE and sign in. You
also need to sit with 1.5m spacing. Assembly will
be held in the Atrium to support distancing and
ventilation.
We will be holding an ‘End of Term 1 Assembly’
on Thursday 1st April at 1:30pm. Featuring live
music and the easter raffle. Please note that children will be dismissed at 2:10pm on Thursday 1st
April.

Year 3-6 Camp at Cave Hill Creek 26-38 April
The 2021 camp will go ahead due to the high level of deposits received from parents.
These payments need to be completed by Tuesday 20th April, 6 days prior to departure. Full
payment must be received by then or you can opt
for an agreed payment plan. We are so pleased at
the interest in the 2021 Cave Hill Creek Camp.
2022 Prep Enrolments
We already have six families indicating that they
wish to enrol their children at our school to commence Prep in 2022. This is very exciting. Please
mention our school to families with 2022 school
aged students. We will be having school tours in
early Term 2.
No Smoking Zone - Reminder
Please remember that smoking near the school
boundary is NOT permitted. You need to be 50
metres from our Yarrowee and Warreen Street
fence lines. Please support our Child Safe
Healthy Positive School environment.
Head Lice and Long Hair
For health and safety reasons long hair needs to
be tied or pinned back away from eyes. We have
a number of students with long hair that covers
their eyes. This makes it harder to communicate,
learn and connect with peers and teachers. We
have also have many incidents of Head Lice recently, so it important to keep hair off tables and
away from touching others.
Breakfast Club
We need reliable volunteers for Mondays and
Fridays at our school Breakfast Club. You need
to be at school by 8:20 and the serving and cleanup is completed by 9:15am. Children generally
have toast, milo, fruit and cereal. The students
really value this free support supplied by Foodbank Victoria and Sebastopol PS. If you are interested please call the school or email michelle.wilson@education.vic.gov.au
Have a great and safe holidays,
Michelle Wilson

Business Manager
Canteen
Our canteen is again operating this year on Mondays and Friday, run by volunteers. Orders need to be
in by 9.20am to ensure a smooth ordering process. A pricelist will be sent home with the newsletter.
Office Hours
Our school Office is open Mon-Tues and Thurs-Fri. Closed on Wednesdays. Whilst COVID19
Guidelines are in place the office hours will be 9.10am - 4pm.
Attendance
If your child is going to be away or late please phone our school office on 53358157 during
Office Hours.

Camps, Sports, Excursion Fund (CSEF)
CSEF payment is available to eligble families who hold a current health care or pension card. If you
received CSEF at Sebastopol Primary School last year there is no need to reapply. I have sent forms
home to new parents, please send back asap.
Sebastopol Primary School’s Easter Raffle
We would appreciate any donations to help fill our Easter hampers.
Please leave donations at the office. Raffle will be drawn at our final assembly Thursday 1st April
Thank you
YEAR 3-6 CAVE HILL CREEK CAMP
Please continue to make payments for camp and start considering what your child might need to pack
in there suitcases over the holidays.

Learning Club is designed to provide your child with extra help with literacy and
numeracy and will be running after school from 3.15pm to 4.30pm Wednesday
afternoons starting on Wednesday 5th May and running through to Wednesday 8th
December. If you would like your child to participate please fill in and
return the application form to the office. We will be limited to 20 places
for the learning Club so please return your forms ASAP
For more information please call Leslee 53364351

Please check for head lice at home. We have had a few cases identified at school.

Please see the link below for helpful advice.
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/
conditionsandtreatments/head-lice-nits

Help Stop the Spread of Gastro Outbreaks in Schools
In 2021, cases of viral gastroenteritis (gastro) outbreaks in Victoria are more than double the five-year
rolling average in Victoria.
Schools should be vigilant in identifying and taking steps to prevent the spread of gastro.
Gastro is particularly infectious. It can be spread:
through person-to-person contact
 through the air when a person vomits
via contact with contaminated items and surfaces.
Identifying a gastro outbreak
A gastro outbreak may be defined as two or more cases of vomiting or diarrhoea among children or
staff within 48 hours of each other, and where the symptoms cannot be explained by medication or
other medical conditions.
Helping prevent gastro
While alcohol-based hand sanitisers are recommended to prevent transmission of COVID-19, they are
not effective for dealing with many of the viruses that cause gastro. Ensure your soap dispensers are
full and that all family members regularly wash hands with soap and water.
The most effective ways to prevent gastro are:
 wash hands thoroughly with soap and running water for 20 seconds, especially before preparing or
eating meals and after using the toilet
 anyone who develops vomiting or diarrhoea should stay home for 48 hours after their symptoms
have passed, as they may still be infectious during this period
 clean and sanitise surfaces and house hold items used by your child
 see a GP for advice and testing if symptoms are severe or persist.
The following resource is available to help schools promote gastro prevention strategies: Better
Health Channel – gastroenteritis in children.

Sebastopol PS COVID-19 Update - Health and Safety
at School
Sebastopol Primary School (SPS) is committed to providing a safe learning and working environment
for our students and staff. We ask for all members of the school community to follow these guidleines
to enable us to provide the safest possible environment during this time. We all have a role to play in
reducing the risks relating to COVID-19 in Victoria. Sebastopol Primary School is following the advice for schools from the Department of Education and Training which can be found on the Department’s website at: COVID-19.

The guidelines apply to everyone in the Sebastopol Primary School community engaging in on-site
learning or visiting school grounds. This includes all members of staff (principals, teachers and education support staff), all parents/carers who interact with the school and all students. It also includes
visitors to the school. Information specific to staff only and not directly relevant to students and their
families is not included in this policy. Our school follows the Department and Victorian Chief Health
Officer’s advice and requirements in relation to health and safety. These health and safety measures
are regularly reviewed in line with the changing context of COVID-19 in Victoria.
 All staff, contractors and visitors on site must use the QR code and sign in via the office.
 Prep 2021 Parents may use the QR Code at the Prep classroom entry.
 Density limits apply to adults visiting the school. These are displayed at entry points.
 Regular hand washing and hand sanitising must done when you are on site.
 Please check at the office before entering the learning spaces to assist with deep cleaning, monitoring visitors and communication.
 Unwell students must stay home.
 Where students have been tested for COVID-19 they are required to isolate at home and must not
attend school until they are both symptom free and have received their results (provided the result
is negative).

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Term 1
WEEK 10

MON

TUE

WED

THUR

29/03

30/03

31/03
SWPB Celebration

01/04

FRI

02/04
Good Friday
Relay for Life 9am- Holiday
11.40am
Easter Raffle
Drawn
Assembly 1.30
End of Term 1
2.10pm

TERM 2

WEEK 1

19/04
20/04
First Day Term 2

21/04

22/04

23/04
Assembly

WEEK 2

26/04
Yr3-6 Camp

27/04
Yr3-6 Camp

28/04
Yr3-6 Camp

29/04

30/04
Assembly

WEEK 3

03/05

04/05
Police in Schools

05/05

06/05

07/05
Assembly

WEEK 4

10/05

11/05
NAPLAN

12/05
NAPLAN

13/05
NAPLAN

14/05
Assembly

19/5
Simultaneous Story
Time

20/5

21/5
Assembly

School Council
Meeting 6.30pm

WEEK 5

17/5
Pupil Free Day

18/5

SWPB Celebration

WEEK 6

24/5

25/5

26/5
National Sorry Day

27/5

28/5
Assembly

WEEK 7

31/5

1/6

2/6

3/6

4/6
Assembly

WEEK 8

7/6
8/6
Queens Birthday
Holiday

9/6

10/6

11/6
Assembly

Newsletter

To access our fortnightly school newsletter visit our website at http://www.sebasps.vic.edu.au/
Please also subscribe to our Newsletter email list at our website to
receive a notification when our newsletter is ready.
2021 TERM DATES
Term 1: 1st Febr uar y to 1st Apr il
Term 2: 19th Apr il to 25th J une
Term 3: 12th J uly to 17th September
Term 4: 4th October to 17th December
PUBLIC HOLIDAYS/CURRICULUM DATES
Monday 17th May
Monday 7th June

BELL TIMES
8.50 am - Music Play
9.00am School starts
11.00 - 11.10am Children eat Lunch
11.10 - 11.40 Lunch Break
1.40pm - 2.10pm Recess
3.10 Dismissal
Last day of Term 2.30pm Finish

