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SEBASTOPOL PRIMARY SCHOOL Warreen Street, Sebastopol Victoria 3356 
Phone: 03 5335 8157 Email: sebastopol.ps@education.vic.gov.au  

Website: www.sebasps.vic.edu.au 

Facebook:  SebastopolPrimarySchool 

SEBASTOPOL PRIMARY SCHOOL  
We are READY TO LEARN when we are; 

RESPECTFUL, RESPONSIBLE & SAFE 
ISSUE NO. 10 8th  August 2024 

  Prep/1 Item On Tuesday 23rd July we 
celebrated ‘100 Days of School’ for 

2024. 
Ms Wilson made us fairy bread with 100s and 
100s.  
We counted by tens and made collections of 100 

things, found mystery patterns on a 100s chart 

and made popcorn popping only 100 corn 

kernels.  We enjoyed dancing to our favourite 
songs and decorating biscuits. We had a fabulous 

day! 
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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

8th August 2024  
 
Assembly 2:40 pm Friday 9th August  
This week our Prep / Year 1 class will share an item 
for assembly. Please make the time to join us in the 
Atrium at 2:40pm for a memorable item and a 
celebration of learning to end the week.  
I would like to acknowledge the quality and 
significance of the First Nation NAIDOC assembly 
item on 26th July. The item included both junior and 
senior students and the presentation and story 
telling was of a high standard and certainly expanded 
our knowledge of the history and importance of 
NAIDAC week. My thanks to Cal Birkett for his 
commitment to Wadawurrung Language and Culture 
at Sebastopol Primary School.  
 
Winter Wellbeing and Clubs  
We have a number of clubs in place for the play 
breaks this term to support student wellbeing, 
provide an alternative to being outside in the cold 
and support all students to have a great day.  
Wellbeing Hub  - Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
Karaoke Club - Tuesday & Friday 
Lego Club - Thursday 
ICT Club – Tuesday and Thursdays  
These clubs have been well supported and very 
popular with many students Prep – Year 6.  
My thanks to the staff who are providing these 
indoor options during the play breaks.  
 
Staff Professional Learning  
Recent and upcoming professional learning has been 
extensive and valuable. We are aware that this 
means a change of teachers for students from time 
to time, however as a professional team we are 
committed to using evidence based research, student 
learning data and professional collaboration with our 
network colleagues.  
Sally Peach has been included in the Numeracy 
Leaders Project with Australian Catholic University in 
addition to being part of the ‘Victorian Academy of 
Leadership and Teaching’ Numeracy Masters 
Program and Dare to Lead. Wil Juarez and Audra 
Lawes will be attending a Reading Decodables 
professional learning to further our implementation 
of the Science of Reading strategies. Earlier this week 
I attended a full day of LBGTQI+ learning with Esme 
Jorgesen and Ian Forrester with Safe Schools.  
Our school staff updated their First Aid certification 
and participated in the Department of Education’s 
Protective Intervention Training on the recent pupil 
free days.  

We are pleased that we regularly have the support of 
Kerry Hartman as a casual relief teacher and Cal 
Birkett on Monday and Tuesdays.  
 
Parent Opinion Survey 2024  
Please take the time to share your opinion about our 
school by completing the Parent Opinion Survey this 
week. We value your feedback and the survey results 
inform our future planning. Please insert Parent 
Opinion Survey Link  
  https://www.orima.com.au/vic/schoolsurvey  
 
 
Peter Coombe Concert 20th August 
on Tuesday 20th August, the whole school has an 
opportunity to attend the Peter Coombe Concert at 
Mt Clear Secondary College. This event is fully 
funded by the Ardoch Foundation. They will cover 
the full cost of the buses. We are thrilled to be able 
to take all students to a live concert during this 
special week.  On Friday 23rd August we are asking 
families and friends to attend Assembly with their 
favourite book to share with a group of students 
because ‘Reading is Magic’.  
We understand that this is a change, and we look 
forward to seeing our families and carers at 
Assembly on 23rd August sharing their favourite 
books, because ‘Reading is Magic’.  
 
Have a great week and thank you for your generous 
words on Principals Day last Friday. I had a very 
special day at school. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Michelle Wilson  

Principal  

  
 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcomms.orima.com.au%2Flink%2Fid%2Fzzzz66a6e8555536c980Pzzzz66a6e0019c1c8430%2Fpage.html&data=05%7C02%7CKym.Simpson%40education.vic.gov.au%7C2442bfc49cb94ea8747008dcaf8719fa%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69
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Reminder to participate in the 2024 Parent / Caregiver / 
Guardian Opinion Survey  

Our school is conducting the annual Parent / Caregiver / Guardian Opinion Survey and is seeking your feedback. 
The survey, offered by the Department of Education, is designed to assist schools in gaining an understanding of 
families’ perceptions of school climate, student behavior, and student engagement.  

We sent you an invitation to complete the survey via email on Friday 26th July. If you have misplaced this, please 
reach out and we can resend this invitation to you. 

Your opinions are important to us and will contribute to identifying areas for improvement and professional 
development needs in the school, to target school planning and improvement strategies. The department will 
use the results from the survey for research purposes and to improve outcomes for students. 

The survey is being conducted online and only takes 20 minutes to complete. It can be completed on any 
internet enabled device (desktop computer, laptop, tablet or smartphone) and is compatible with most 
browsers. 

The survey is available in English and 10 other languages: Arabic, Greek, Hakha Chin, Hindi, Japanese, Punjabi, 
Simplified Chinese, Somali, Turkish, and Vietnamese. If you require assistance in another language, resources 
may be available for you. Please reach out to your child’s teacher, or the school if you require assistance in 
another language. 

The Parent / Caregiver / Guardian Opinion Survey will remain open online until Friday 30 August 2024. 

Friday 2nd August was Victorian Principals 
Day. 

Our students, staff and school community created a special day 
for Ms Wilson, our principal for over seven years at Sebastopol PS.  
A song from the entire school, a book of poems, a beautiful 
collage for the atrium and front entrance, a delicious morning tea, 
a choir performance and lovely gifts from our staff.  
The principal role is rewarding, diverse, inspiring, never boring 
and so important.  
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Seeds of Compassion – Community Project. 
Ballarat has recently experienced several traumas that have affected the whole community. In response Ballarat 
City Council has requested Compassionate Ballarat to work on a community-wide project to support Ballarat 
citizens who have been affected in dealing with the suffering associated with these distressing events.  
This project is about planting seeds of compassion to promote Ballarat as a caring city supported by the com-
passionate wishes of its future leaders. Four of our students were selected to be part of this wonderful project. 
We had a wonderful talk about issues impacting us and they shared their wish to 'heal' our community and 
through these seeds grow a community of kindness and empathy.  
The wishes of the students will be captured in a book which will be distributed across our city and to other com-
passionate cities across the world. 
What an amazing job our young leaders did by demonstrating empathy, kindness and compassion.  
Wil Juarez  
Leading Teacher - Curriculum and Learning. 
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BELL TIMES 
 

8.50 am - Music Plays 
9.00am  School starts 

11.00 - 11.10am Children eat Lunch 
11.10 - 11.40 Lunch Break 
1.40pm - 2.10pm Recess 

3.10 Dismissal 
Last day of Term 2.10pm Finish 

2024 TERM DATES 
 

TERM 1: 30TH JANUARY TO 28TH MARCH 
TERM 2: 15TH APRIL TO 28TH JUNE 

TERM 3 15TH JULY TO 20TH SEPTEMBER 
TERM 4 7TH OCTOBER TO 20TH DECEMBER 

Student Recognition Awards 

Sophia Delpol - Prep/1 

For great achievement using Mathletics at 

home.  

Maddison Burrows - Prep/1 

For always being ready to learn and trying 

her best.  

Talen Prodanovic- 1/2 

For making a positive start at Sebastopol 

Primary School. You have fitted in well in our 

classroom and we are lucky to have you! 

Charlotte Anderson - 1/2 

For consistently displaying our school values 

inside and outside the classroom. You are an 

amazing learner, friend and role model! 

Keep up the great work. 

Liliana Kline - 3/4 

For being a supportive friend. 

Mackenzie Bristowe - 5/6 

For a fantastic start at Sebastopol Primary 

School. 

Hunter Prodanovic - 5/6 

For a fantastic start at Sebastopol Primary 

School. 

 

Coming Up 

Please note that the City of Ballarat will be 
undertaking regular patrols to ensure parking 
compliance. Any breaches observed, will be 
enforced. This is to help ensure the safety of 
students and staff and the broader school 
community. We implore all road users to ensure 
that they adhere to the law to maintain the ongoing 
safety of everyone involved  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

Term 3 

 

Week Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

4 
  
  

5 
  
  

6 
  

7 
Ned Show-2.15pm 
Whole School 
  

8 
Choir Excursion-8.45am 
Newsletter 
PREP/1 Item  

9 
2.40 Assembly 
PREP/1 Item 
Friday Treats $1 or 50c 

5 
  

12 
  
  

13 
  
  

14 
  
  

15 
  
  

16 
 Friday Treats $1 or 50c 

6 
BOOK WEEK 

  

19 
 BOOK WEEK 
 
  

20 
BOOK WEEK 
Peter Coombes 
Concert—Whole School 
  
  

21 
BOOK WEEK 
 
  
  

22 
BOOK WEEK 
5/6 Sleepover 
Newsletter 
1/2  Item  
Cookie Dough 
Fundraiser closes 

23 
BOOK WEEK 
2.40 Assembly 
1/2  Item 
Friday Treats $1 or 50c 

7 
  
  

26 
 

27 
 

28 
  
  

29 

 
  

30 
Friday Treats $1 or 50c 
 
  
  

8 
Sept 

  

2 
  

3 
  
  

4 
  

  

5 
South Street Choir 
Newsletter 
3/4 Item 
  
  

6 
2.40 Assembly 
3/4 Item 
Friday Treats $1 or 50c 

9 
  

  

9 
School Council 6:30 

10  
 

11 
  

12 
  
  

13 
 Friday Treats $1 or 50c 
 

  

10 16 17 18 19 
SWPB Celebration 
Newsletter 
5/6 Item 
  
  

20 
1.40 Assembly 
2.10 Finish 
5/6 Item 

‘Reading is Magic’ Book 
Week 2024   
This year our Book Week will be 
celebrated across the entire week 
of 19th – 23rd August with some 
wonderful new events that focus on 
exploring and sharing books 
together.  

We have decided to have a change from the usual ‘Book Character Dress Up Day’ and refresh our SPS 
Book Week activities. Students will be encouraged to bring their favourite books to school to share 
however there will be no dress up day this year.  
The staff will be visiting classrooms across the week as part of our Mystery Reader event. I can’t wait to 
share some of my favourite picture books and some of the ‘2024 short listed books’.  


