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SEBASTOPOL PRIMARY SCHOOL Warreen Street, Sebastopol Victoria 3356 
Phone: 03 5335 8157 Email: sebastopol.ps@education.vic.gov.au  

Website: www.sebasps.vic.edu.au 

Facebook:  SebastopolPrimarySchool 

SEBASTOPOL PRIMARY SCHOOL  
We are READY TO LEARN when we are; 

RESPECTFUL, RESPONSIBLE & SAFE 
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Thank you to Ardoch for 
funding a terrific afternoon of 
music, wonderful lyrics and 
time to dance with the amazing 
veteran entertainer, Peter 
Combe. A performer who has 
been entertaining young people 
and their parents/carers since 
the mid 1980s! Thanks also to 
Mt Clear Secondary College for 
hosting us. We love sharing new 
experiences together and this 
was a memorable concert. 
Thanks to Cassandra for acting 
as host on behalf of Ardoch for 
the day. 
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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

 
Book Week Assembly 2:15pm Friday 23rd August  
Please join our new look Book Week Assembly 
commencing at 2:15pm on Friday. Audience 
members are encouraged to bring a favourite book 
to share with a small group of students. We are 
excited to see the range of books from your 
collections. I have a passion for pop out books and 
books with no words. What is your favourite book?  
 
Professional Learning  
Our staff have been part of an innovation in 
Professional Peer Observations. We are using a 
swivel camera to film parts of lessons and then we 
review the segments and discuss what we have 
observed. At present we are focusing on teacher talk, 
reasoning and feedback in Numeracy lessons. 
My thanks to Wil Juarez for leading this and to all 
teachers for being receptive to this approach. We are 
open to learning and improving our teaching at 
Sebastopol Primary School.  
 
Junior School Council – Meeting Thursday 15th 
August  
Last week we met to discuss Book Week and share 
our Mid Term 3 highlights. Book Week will look 
different this year without the costume dress up day 
and with a renewed focus on reading and immersing 
ourselves in books together. The Year 5/6 students 
had written letters and created a petition to express 
their preference for a dress up day. The Junior School 
Council considered the student letters and petition, 
then we discussed details about the renewed Book 
Week activities planned. The Junior School Council 
agreed they like all the ideas and that they would like 
to meet in Term 4 to talk about a new idea for a 
special day. They also noted that some children don’t 
like to dress up and for some families Book Week is 
expensive. I am proud of the way they students used 
their leadership, student voice and appropriate 
channels of communication to discuss concerns and 
move forward together after considering the 
discussion, options and opportunities. We are aware 
that a small number of children are disappointed 
about this change, however we have lots of 
experiences to look forward to between now and the 
rest of the year.  
Junior School Council highlights for this term were 
noted and included the opening of the Wellbeing 
Hub, writing in class, making new friends with newly 
enrolled students, the Matrix Market and Visual Arts. 
 
   

School Grounds and Maintenance  
My thanks to Bruce Simpson for the great work in 
our grounds since the start of the year. With the first 
signs of Spring, many community members have 
commented on how great the school grounds are 
looking. Bruce has also carried outstanding 
maintenance on our school buildings and made many 
improvements. It is wonderful to have Bruce in this 
role, as he is someone who shows a real love for our 
school environment inside and out.  
 
Cleaning  
In recent weeks Rin has stepped in and undertaken 
additional cleaning beyond the scope of her contract 
to ensure the students and staff have a clean and 
safe environment. Rin works hard each day as an 
Educational Support Officer in the senior classrooms, 
then after school she spends her 60 minutes of 
cleaning time very effectively. Rin has also been 
pivotal in improving student responsibility regarding 
taking care of our learning spaces, rubbish and 
storing items safely. Thank you, Rin. 
 
Carers Leave  
I will be on leave from 22nd August – 30 August to 
look after my son and grandchild. My son is 
undergoing neurosurgery and I want to be available 
to support him and my family at this complex time.  
Ian Forester will be the ‘acting principal’ during this 
period. My thanks to Ian and the entire staff for their 
support and understanding.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michelle Wilson, Principal  
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Reminder to participate in the 2024 Parent / Caregiver / 
Guardian Opinion Survey  

Our school is conducting the annual Parent / Caregiver / Guardian Opinion Survey and is seeking your feedback. 
The survey, offered by the Department of Education, is designed to assist schools in gaining an understanding of 
families’ perceptions of school climate, student behavior, and student engagement.  

We sent you an invitation to complete the survey via email on Friday 26th July. If you have misplaced this, please 
reach out and we can resend this invitation to you. 

Your opinions are important to us and will contribute to identifying areas for improvement and professional 
development needs in the school, to target school planning and improvement strategies. The department will 
use the results from the survey for research purposes and to improve outcomes for students. 

The survey is being conducted online and only takes 20 minutes to complete. It can be completed on any 
internet enabled device (desktop computer, laptop, tablet or smartphone) and is compatible with most 
browsers. 

The survey is available in English and 10 other languages: Arabic, Greek, Hakha Chin, Hindi, Japanese, Punjabi, 
Simplified Chinese, Somali, Turkish, and Vietnamese. If you require assistance in another language, resources 
may be available for you. Please reach out to your child’s teacher, or the school if you require assistance in 
another language. 

The Parent / Caregiver / Guardian Opinion Survey will remain open online until Friday 30 August 2024. 

 Wednesday 4th 
September 
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150th Trees now planted. 

We are excited to share that the two new 
grafted gums purchased last week by our 
assistant principal, Elena have now been 
planted by Bruce. We hope they stand tall 
for the next 150 years.   

The Victorian Academy of Teaching and 
Leadership - Ballarat  

Our Sebastopol PS Choir was honoured and proud to sing at the 
recent opening of the Victorian Academy of Teaching and 
Leadership. Guests included the State Minister for Education, 
local members of parliament and educational leaders. We sang 
the combined anthem that we regularly sing at assembly. It was 
special to see the cutting of native flora instead of a ribbon. Our 
choir students gave a wonderful performance and sang 
beautifully. My thanks to Kellie and Chris for supporting the 
group so professionally.  Elena-Rose Birch 
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‘Reading is Magic’ Book Week 2024   
This year our Book Week will be celebrated across the entire week of 19th – 23rd August with some wonderful 
new events that focus on exploring and sharing books together.  
We have decided to have a change from the usual ‘Book Character Dress Up Day’ and refresh our SPS Book 
Week activities. Students will be encouraged to bring their favourite books to school to share however there will 
be no dress up day this year.  
The staff will be visiting classrooms across the week as part of our Mystery Reader event. I can’t wait to share 
some of my favourite picture books and some of the ‘2024 short listed books’.  

Wellbeing Hub—Student Wellbeing and Inclusion 
Our Wellbeing Hub was opened on 15th July and it is proving to be a 
valuable space for children during play breaks and for short 
wellbeing sessions as an alternative to class time, as needed. When 
children can reset and focus on their emotional capabilities in a calm 
space with a safe adult, then resilience, learning stamina and 
engagement with peers can be enhanced.  
These photos were taken when the hub has been open during play 
breaks. Some students are enjoying a quieter indoor area to play as a 
space to assemble jigsaw puzzles, share creations with blocks and 
animals, colour, manipulate kenetic sand and build positive 
relationships with peers.   
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BELL TIMES 
 

8.50 am - Music Plays 
9.00am  School starts 

11.00 - 11.10am Children eat Lunch 
11.10 - 11.40 Lunch Break 
1.40pm - 2.10pm Recess 

3.10 Dismissal 
Last day of Term 2.10pm Finish 

2024 TERM DATES 
 

TERM 1: 30TH JANUARY TO 28TH MARCH 
TERM 2: 15TH APRIL TO 28TH JUNE 

TERM 3 15TH JULY TO 20TH SEPTEMBER 
TERM 4 7TH OCTOBER TO 20TH DECEMBER 

Student Recognition Awards 

Leijla Jakupovic-Moss - Prep/1 

For writing interesting sentences and 

presenting work neatly.  

Cyanna Smith - Prep/1 

For writing interesting sentences and 

presenting work neatly.  

 

Bee Canfield- 1/2 

For completing her best writing piece of the 

year! Super proud of your efforts this week 

and your commitment to continually 

improve. 

Mishel Sami Syeda - 1/2 

For continually striving to improve and 

challenge yourself in maths. All your hard  

work paid off when you had a “lightbulb’ 

moment solving three digit addition 

equations with renaming. 

 

Kay Everson - 3/4 

For showing confidence to enjoy the Peter 

Combe concert. 

Eli Smith - 3/4 

For improved effort when working with others. 

Traffic Management 

Traffic Management at Sebastopol PS. 
 

We are in the process of updating our Traffic 
Management Policy. This will be reviewed by 
School Council on 9th September at the next 
meeting.  
Regarding current school pick and drop off. 
Yarrowee Street – 40 km at school times. Please 
refrain from parking in Bus Zone and always 
remember to use the safe car door for children. 
The door adjacent to the footpath, not the 
roadside of your vehicle. 
School Car Park – 20 km maximum per hours and 
please use the designated ‘Drop Off Zone’ at the 
north end of the car park. This area has room for 
3 cars for ‘drop off’ and ‘pick up’. You can also 
park at the north end of the car park, but please 
meet your children at the’ Drop Off’ gate area. 
Please refrain from calling students across to 
your car as the depth and width visual perception 
of primary age children is not fully developed and 
they may not focus on the safe crossing 
procedure. Children need active, close adult 
supervision near roads and car parks.  Please 
remember that dropping off near the office is an 
unsafe practice as it may impede the vision of 
other drivers. We remind you and ask that 
children enter school via their external classroom 
doors not via the office. 
The exception is if your child is late, after 9:00am, 
as then they do need to come through the office 
to collect a ‘welcome to school’ pass.  
Safety is our number one priority and we thank 
you for following these safe guidelines.  
Michelle Wilson, Principal  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

Term 3 

 

Week Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

6 
BOOK WEEK 

  

19 
 BOOK WEEK 
 
  

20 
BOOK WEEK 
Peter Coombes 
Concert—Whole School 
  
  

21 
BOOK WEEK 
 
  
  

22 
BOOK WEEK 
Newsletter 
1/2  Item  
Cookie Dough 
Fundraiser closes 

23 
BOOK WEEK 
2.40 Assembly 
1/2  Item 
Friday Treats $1 or 50c 

7 
  
  

26 
 

27 
 

28 
  
  

29 

 
  

30 
Friday Treats $1 or 50c 
 
  
  

8 
Sept 

  

2 
  

3 
  
  

4 
Book club Issue 6 
Orders close 
  

  

5 
South Street Choir 
Newsletter 
3/4 Item 
  
  

6 
2.40 Assembly 
3/4 Item 
Friday Treats $1 or 50c 

9 
  

  

9 
School Council 6:30 

10  
 

11 
  

12 
  
  

13 
 Friday Treats $1 or 50c 
 

  

10 16 17 18 
SCHOOL CONCERT—
AROUND THE WORLD 

19 
SWPB Celebration 
Newsletter 
5/6 Item 
  
  

20 
Team Colours Day 
1.40 Assembly 
2.10 Finish 
5/6 Item 


