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Welcome to Week 4 of Term 4! The term is moving quickly, and our students are showing 
great energy, focus and enthusiasm in their learning. Classrooms are busy with final 
projects, assessments, and preparations for our end-of-year celebrations. 

A reminder that all students need their school hat for outdoor play and PE sessions. 

It’s been wonderful to see our students consistently demonstrating our school values of 
Respect, Responsibility and Safety—both in the classroom and in the yard. Their positive 
attitude and teamwork are a credit to themselves and their families. 

SEBASTOPOL PRIMARY SCHOOL Warreen Street, Sebastopol Victoria 3356 

Phone: 03 5335 8157 Email: sebastopol.ps@education.vic.gov.au  

Website: www.sebasps.vic.edu.au 

Facebook:  SebastopolPrimarySchool 

SEBASTOPOL PRIMARY SCHOOL  
We are READY TO LEARN when we are; 

RESPECTFUL, RESPONSIBLE & SAFE 
ISSUE NO 14 30th OCTOBER 2025 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

31st October  E Sports for Year 6 students at Phoenix 
3rd November  Pupil Free Day - Report Writing Day 
4th November  Melbourne Cup Day Holiday 
5th November  Prep Transition Begins 9.00am to 10.00am 
7th November  Ballarat Clarendon college Band Visit 
11th November Book Fair at Library 3.10pm-3.30pm 
12th November School Camp Years 3-6 
16th November Bunnings Sausage Sizzle Fundraiser 
21st November Book Fair 3.10om-3.30pm—LAST DAY 
5th December  Year 6 Graduation 
   Return all sold raffle tickets to the office 
9th  December State Transition Day 
12th December Christmas/Summer Raffle Drawn 
19th December Last Day of Term 4 -  Assembly 1.40, Dismissal 2.10pm 
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It’s been a wonderful couple of weeks here at 
Sebastopol Primary School. I’m really starting to 
feel a part of this fantastic community, and it’s 
been great to see the values of our school and 
the wonderful learning opportunities being 
displayed right across the classrooms and 
playgrounds. 
 
Our swimming program is now well underway, 
and feedback from both staff and students has 
been extremely positive. The students are 
engaged, enthusiastic, and really enjoying the 
experience. Thank you to all our parents and 
carers for supporting this valuable program and 
ensuring your children can take part. As the end 
of the day is so hectic, I ask that parents, carers 
and siblings please do not engage with the 
students until they are dismissed from their 
classrooms with their school bags. This will make 
our routine quicker and easier as the students 
hop off the bus and enter the school. Thanks for 
your understanding. I also ask that if parents are 
collecting their child from the pool, can you 
please notify the teacher in charge Ms Kate who 
will record this data. ESO and teachers will direct 
you her way if on the day you need to find her. 
 
We have lots happening around the school at 
the moment! Tomorrow is our Halloween Dress-
Up Day, and I’d like to thank our PFA for 
organising this fun event. A quick reminder that 
while students are encouraged to be creative 
with their costumes, no weapons or masks are 
permitted. We need to ensure we can always see 
our students’ faces, and face paint is perfectly 
fine. 
 
Next Monday will be a Pupil Free Day, giving our 
dedicated teaching staff the opportunity to focus 
on report writing. Our Education Support staff 
and leadership team will also be on site. The 
following Tuesday is the Melbourne Cup Public 
Holiday, so we look forward to seeing all 
students back at school on Wednesday. 
 
Over the past few weeks, I’ve witnessed some 

fantastic displays of respect and positive 
behaviour across the school. However, as we 
move into a busy part of the term, we’ll be 
revisiting some of our expectations to ensure 
that our high standards continue to be met. 
Tomorrow, I’ll be sending home some 
information outlining our next steps for students 
who receive a behaviour referral for major 
behaviours. 
 
Thank you all for your ongoing support. I hope 
everyone enjoys the long weekend, and I look 
forward to seeing everyone back refreshed and 
ready for a great second half of the term. 
 
Warm regards, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kane Tolliday 
Acting Principal 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Principal’s Update and Insights 
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Every Student Matters 

As principal, I want all families to know that Sebastopol Primary School is committed to supporting 
every child to reach their full potential. We care deeply about your children, their learning, and their 
wellbeing and we know that the best outcomes are achieved when we work closely with families. 
  
If you ever have a question, concern or idea about your child’s education, I encourage you to contact 
me or your child’s teacher directly. Open conversations help us to respond quickly, understand your 
perspective, and work together to find the best way forward. 
  
 What should you do if you have a concern? 
1.  Please start by speaking with us. We welcome feedback and see it as an opportunity to 
strengthen how we support students. 
If you’re not comfortable speaking directly with me or our staff or if you feel the matter hasn’t been 
resolved there are clear steps you can take.  All Victorian government schools have a Complaints 
Policy, which sets out how concerns can be raised and, if needed, escalated. You'll find our complaints 
policy here Policies . 
  
My goal is always to listen respectfully, act fairly, and work with you in the best interests of your 
child. Whether it’s celebrating successes, addressing problems or planning for future learning, your 
voice is important and your child’s wellbeing is at the heart of everything we do. 
  
Please don’t hesitate to reach out. Together, we can make sure every student feels supported to 
thrive. 
 
Kane Tolliday 
Acting Principal 

https://www.sebasps.vic.edu.au/page/7/Policies
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2025 World Mental Health Day 

World Mental Health Day on 10 October aims to raise awareness and encourage action in support of 
mental health worldwide. This year’s theme, “Connect with Your Community,” highlights the im-
portance of finding connection in the people and places where we feel safe, seen, and supported. 
Whether through friends and loved ones, cultural or volunteer groups, clubs, schools, or workplaces, 
building community helps strengthen our mental wellbeing. On this day, Mental Health Australia en-
courages everyone to start conversations about mental health, reduce stigma, reach out for support, 
and connect with their communities. 
Kate Landry 
Mental Health and Wellbeing Leader 
Kate.Landry@education.vic.edu.au 

mailto:Kate.Landry@education.vic.edu.au
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2025 Sovereign and Eureka 
Division Track and Field 

Congratulations to Noah Smith and Brooklyn Stowe for their outstanding efforts at the Sovereign 
and Eureka District Athletics Carnival on Thursday, 11 September, at Llanberris Athletics Reserve. 
Noah competed in the 12/13 Years Boys High Jump, and Brooklyn in the 12/13 Years Boys Discus, 
with both students delivering impressive performances to qualify for the next stage. They 
represented the school with great spirit, sportsmanship, and leadership throughout the day. A 
special thank you to Rick Stowe for his valuable assistance with officiating and measuring during the 
discus event. 
 
Well done, Brooklyn and Noah! 
 
Kate Landry 
PE Teacher 
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2/3 Item 
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ISSUE 7 is here – and it's a big one!  
Welcome to this year's BUMPER issue with an additional six pages of must-have reads.  
 
We believe that books belong on every wishlist, so we're bringing back our FREE BOOK OFFER to make gift-
giving easy and affordable. Every LOOP order over $25 will be gifted up to 3 free books!  
Our Regular Reader Reward continues! 
Every family that ordered via LOOP on Issue 6 earned a $5 promo code to spend on this Issue. We appreciate 
you distributing the catalogues to classrooms so families can redeem their savings. Plus, they'll earn another 
$5 promo code to spend on Issue 8 by ordering from this Issue.   
 
Given the time of year, our gift functionality (where books are left with the 
school for discreet collection, instead of delivered directly to the child) has 
been turned ON for this Issue.  
• Best of 2025 on pages 8 & 9. 
• Discover the stationary on page 7. 
• Christmas Reading can be found on pages 34 & 35. 
• Value Packs can be found on page 36. 
• 3 FREE BOOKS plus a $5 PROMO CODE for issue 8, details on the back 

page. 

Bookclub Issue 7 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fscholastic.e-newsletter.com.au%2Flink%2Fid%2Fzzzz68e2cebe91bae481Pzzzz63fbd5c9a4729837%2Fpage.html&data=05%7C02%7Ckym.simpson%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cc8b5e0003e4a48035dc908de044a1eb7%7Cd96cb33
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2025 World Mental Health Day 
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Swimming in Action 

The term 4 school swimming program is every Monday afternoon, 2-2:45pm at the Ballarat Aquatic Centre. 

Breakfast Club 

Breakfast club is open each morning 8.40-9am. Thank you to Chris Ottini and our school volunteers for 
helping run this wonderful school program.  
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Fundraising   

The Fundraising Committee have worked hard 
to acquire a day at Bunnings to fundraising for 
Sebastopol Primary School. This may turn out 

to be the biggest fundraiser of the year. 
It is taking place on Sunday 16th November 

2025 
For this to be a success they are looking for 
volunteers to assist. They will not be able to 
achieve this without the help of parents or 

guardians of the Sebastopol Primary School. 
Please contact the office or email. 
sebaspsvolunteers@gmail.com.  

With a time you can be there. We look 
forward to seeing you all there to help or 

purchase. 

Muddy Swamp Monsters—
$1 

Melting Monsters—$1 
Dirty 

Bandaides—$1 

Witches Dirty Ear 
Buds—$1 

Parents have been busy making items that will be for sale tomorrow all $1 each 

mailto:sebaspsvolunteers@gmail.com
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SEBASTOPOL PRIMARY SCHOOL 
DOUBLE MATRIX THURSDAYS 

 
Come one, come all to the official Sebastopol 
Primary School “Double Matrix Thursdays.”  

Every Thursday, the incredible work you do to 
get Matrix Money will be doubled!!! 

That’s right, 2 for the price of 1. 
Save up quicker for your amazing bigger prizes at 

the Matrix Market. Don’t miss out and make 
sure you are at school every Thursday to get this 

amazing reward. 

Prep/1 - Hasandi Perera 

For being such a wonderful class member in her 
new classroom. 

Prep/1 - Oakleigh Cocking  

For wonderful reading with Mrs Lawes.  

2/3 - Mi-Lee Burrows 

For showing wonderful growth in your writing by 
adding more details and ideas for all the 
different types of writing we have been learning 
about. 
2/3 - Kace Coleman 

For sharing thoughtful ideas during class 
discussions and being a kind and helpful partner 
when working with others.  

3/4 - Hailey Schlemmer 

For making a positive start to your Sebastopol 
Primary School journey! We love having you in 
grade 3/4!  

3/4 - Phoebe De Carteret 

For making a positive return to Sebastopol 
Primary School! You are still respectful, 
responsible and ready to learn at all times. 
Welcome back, Phoebe!  

4/5 - Madalyn Miller 

For demonstrating positive engagement and 
consistent effort during assessments. 
4/5 - Eli Smith 

For showing improvement in his classroom 
behaviour and focus.  
 
Kindness Awards— 

Ryder Hately 

Billie Taylor 

BELL TIMES 
 

8.50 am - Music Plays 
9.00am  School starts 

11.00 - 11.10am Children eat Lunch 
11.10 - 11.40 Lunch Break 
1.40pm - 2.10pm Recess 

3.10 Dismissal 
Last day of Term 2.10pm Finish 

Students of the Week 

The NeuroSpicy Group is a support group 
for parents of neurodivergent students. 
They meet every Thursday at school at 

9.00am. All welcome. 
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Sebastopol PS Term 4 2025 CALENDAR  
 

 

Calendar of Events Term 3 2025 

Week Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

1 
Oct 

  

6 7 

 
8 
  

9 
Neuro-spicy group 
  
 

10 
  
  

2 

  
  

13 
Swimming 1.20-3.20 

14 
  

15 
  
  
  
  

16 
Newsletter -Prep 1 
  
Neuro-spicy group 

17 
2.40 Assembly Prep/1 
  
  

3 
  

 

20 
School Photos 
Transition Session 
Phoenix 11.10-12.50 
Swimming 1.20-3.20 
  

21 
 

22 

 
23 
Neuro-spicy group 
  
  
 

24 
  
  
  

4 
  
  
  

27 
Swimming 1.20-3.20 
 
  
  

28 
  

29 
  

30 
Newsletter 2/3 
  
Neuro-spicy group 
  

31  
2.40 Assembly 2/3 
  
  

5 
Nov 

  

3 
Pupil Free Day - Report 
Writing 
  

4 
Melbourne Cup Public 
Holiday 
  
  

5 
Prep 2026 Transition 
(Session 1, 9.00 - 10.00) 

6 
 
  

7 
  

6 
  

10 
Swimming 1.20-3.20 
 
  
  

11 
Prep1 Pevan & Sarah 
Concert 
BOOK FAIR 3.10-3.30 
LIBRARY 

12 
Camp 
Prep 2026 Transition 
(Session 2, 9.00 - 10.00) 
 BOOK FAIR 3.10-3.30 
LIBRARY 

13 
Camp 
Newsletter-3/4  
Neuro-spicy group 
BOOK FAIR 3.10-3.30 
LIBRARY 

14 
2.40 Assembly 3/4 
BOOK FAIR 3.10-3.30 
LIBRARY 

7 
  
  
  
  

17 
Swimming 1.20-3.20 
BOOK FAIR 3.10-3.30 
LIBRARY 

  

18 
BOOK FAIR 3.10-3.30 
LIBRARY 

19 
Prep 2026 Transition 
(Session 3, 9.00 - 11.00) 
BOOK FAIR 3.10-3.30 
LIBRARY  
  

20 
Neuro-spicy group 
BOOK FAIR 3.10-3.30 
LIBRARY 
  
  

21 
BOOK FAIR 3.10-3.30 
LIBRARY  

8 
  
  

24 
Swimming 1.20-3.20 
 
  

25 

 
26 
Prep 2026 Transition 
(Session 4, 9.00 - 11.00) 

27 
Newsletter-4/5 
  
 Neuro-spicy group 

28 
2.40 Assembly 4/5 
  

9 
Dec 

1 
Swimming 1.20-3.20 
 
  

2 
  

3 
Prep 2026 Transition 
(Session 5, 9.00 - 12.00) 

4 
Neuro-spicy group 

5 
Year 6 Graduation 
Return all sold Raffle 
Tickets 
  

10 8 
Swimming 1.20-3.20 

9 
State Transition Day 

10 11 
Newsletter 5/6 

12 
Christmas Raffle Drawn 
2.40 Assembly 5/6 
 
 

 
11 15 

Swimming 1.20-3.20 
16 17 

 
18 19 

1:40 Assembly 
2:10 End of Term Finish 
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30th October 2025 
 
Retirement Announcement - Michelle Wilson 
 
After an incredibly rewarding forty-year career in education, I will be retiring in early 2026 following an 
extended period of personal and carer’s leave.  
 

It has been an honour to serve as Principal of Sebastopol Primary School for the past ten years, and pre-
viously as Principal of Rainbow and Avoca Primary Schools. I have worked for over twenty-five years in 
the principal class in both Victoria and New South Wales, including leadership roles at Kotara Specialist 
School and Cessnock Public School.  
 

I began my career in 1985 at Bovo and Toniva International Schools, working for the International Educa-
tion Agency on Bougainville Island in Papua New Guinea. This was followed by a period in NSW TAFE be-
fore returning to the government primary school sector in 1999. Throughout my career, I have had the 
privilege of working alongside wonderful students, dedicated staff, and supportive school communities. 
Some wonderful mentors, School Education Improvement Leaders (SEILs) and colleagues have support-
ed me. I have been passionate about improving outcomes in literacy, numeracy, indigenous education, 
student well-being, and inclusion. I am especially proud of the positive changes we have made together, 
ensuring that every student has a wonderful place to learn, play, and grow. I have also worked hard to 
enhance the physical environments of schools, believing that vibrant, welcoming spaces play a vital role 
in student learning and engagement.  
 

It has been wonderful to collaborate with all levels of government, allied health professionals, local busi-
nesses, and community organisations, including Foodbank, The Smith Family, the Historical Society, Ber-
ry Street, CAFS, community libraries, and the Department of Families, Fairness and Housing, to enrich 
school life for students. 
 

My decision to retire has taken a great deal of consideration, as I have cherished sharing so many special 
school days, events, camps, and everyday moments. Sebastopol Primary School has an outstanding team 
of leaders, staff and contractors. I look forward to seeing what the future holds for our students. As I 
begin the next chapter of my life, I do so with deep gratitude and pride in the communities I have been 
privileged to be part of. 
 

Thank you to everyone who has shared in this journey, your dedication, kindness, and commitment to 
children’s education have made my career truly meaningful.  
 

Warm regards, Michelle Wilson 
 


