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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

Somers Camps 2024 
Seven of our Year 5/6 students attended Somers 
Camp earlier this term. I was thrilled to receive an 
email from the Somers Camp Cabin supervisors and 
teachers highlighting the maturity, friendship and 
teamwork demonstrated by the Sebastopol Primary 
School students. My congratulations to Iris, Kate, 
Amellia, Nell, Kyzell, Noah and Joel.  
Sunsafe Hats  
It is vital that all students have Sunsafe Hats to wear 
in the playground and during outdoor activities. The 
UV rating index is currently around 8 everyday and 
this indicates that sun protection is recommended. 
Please purchase a Sebastopol PS Sunsafe hat from 
Beleza or ensure children have a broad brim hat 
ready to use outside at school.  
Swimming 2024  
The swimming program has had a positive start this 
year and it is pleasing to see the high participation 
rate by students in the Sebastopol PS Swimming 
Program. This is part of the Physical Education 
curriculum for all students and a great way to learn 
safe conduct and skills ready for the summer break.  
Assembly Friday 1st November  
We would love to see you at Assembly this Friday at 
2:40pm. Family, carers and friends are welcome. 
Please remember to keep toddlers seated with you 
and your phones on silent, so that our student 
leaders can be heard and feel confident in their 
public speaking responsibilities.  
Fundraising – Bunning Delacombe Town Centre 
(DTC) – Melbourne Cup Day 
Our Fundraising Committee will be holding the 
famous Bunnings BBQ /Sausage Sizzle on Melbourne 
Cup Day at DTC. My thanks to the committee for 
organising this event. I hope lots of people visit the 
BBQ and support our 2024 fundraising effort.  
Year 5-6 Term 4 
Sally Peach is currently on Long Service Leave 
enjoying some time and travels. Kerry Hartman is 
taking the Year 5-6 class. We are very proud of the 
way the class has adjusted to the new teacher and 
continue to be great role models, friends, learners 
and emerging leaders.  
School Council –6:30pm, 18th November  
Our School Council will be reviewing School Council 
roles and responsibilities, the 2025 School Cash 
Budget and Parent Charges. On Friday 1st November 
we have a site visit for the major works that have 
been funded by the Department of Education. We 
are pleased to have this additional building and 
maintenance grant, however the process to address 
and action the outstanding maintenance is very 

drawn out. We have been advised that the 
replacement school fencing, 2.10 metres in height 
will be installed in the December/January School 
Holidays.  
School Attendance  
Please remember to update COMPASS if your child is 
absent and provide a reason for their absence. 
Alternatively, you can contact the school directly. 
This is an important part of our Child Safe protocols. 
As well as an SMS, you will receive a phone call from 
school staff if we have not been notified of your 
child’s absence. We understand that children are 
sometimes ill or injured, however the Department of 
Education requires us to provide a reason for the 
absence. We always work with families and carers to 
create achievable school attendance/ re-engagement 
programs when required. I would like to 
acknowledge the work of our Learning Specialist 
Wellbeing and Inclusion, Esme Jorgensen and our 
classroom teachers to engage children and 
encourage positive school attendance. When we 
work in partnership, kids can achieve great things.  
2025 School Planning  
We are excited to share that our student numbers 
are increasing due to several new enrolments this 
term and a larger prep enrolment for 2025. This is 
very exciting for our school. I look forward to sharing 
our classroom and workforce planning for 2025 
following our consultation and financial planning 
protocols with our staff and regional managers. My 
thanks to the members of our school community 
who advocate so proactively and positively for our 
school. Our school is a great place for local children.   
2024 – 2025 Fire Season Preparation  
https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-prepare/before-
and-during-a-fire/your-guide-to-survival 
Our school is a category 4 Bush Fire School for the 
2024 -2025 Bushfire Season. We have recently 
reviewed and uploaded our emergency and fire 
management plans to the Department of Education 
and the Ballarat Fire Brigade. Please be aware that if 
there a Catastrophic Fire rating the school will be 
closed to all.  

Thank you for supporting our 
students during the start of a busy 
Term 4. 
 
 
 
 
Kind regards,  
Michelle Wilson, Principal  

https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-prepare/before-and-during-a-fire/your-guide-to-survival
https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-prepare/before-and-during-a-fire/your-guide-to-survival
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For the month of November if you visit 
Grill’d you will see at the Local Matters 

counter Sebastopol Primary School. One 
burger is one token and we will share in 

$500 to help the school community. 
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SCHOOL SAVING BONUS 

Dear Parents and Carers 

As shared with you previously, parents and carers of every child enrolled in a Victorian government school in 2025 will 
receive the one-off School Saving Bonus $400 support.  

In the coming months, the Department of Education will send you 2 email communications for each of your children 
enrolled in Victorian government schools. 

Please ensure that your child’s 2025 enrolment is completed and that your contact information is up to date. 

The 2 emails from the Department of Education will: 

1. Confirm your email address between mid-October and late-November. 

2. Provide you with your unique $400 School Saving Bonus code by the end of November. 

If you do not receive a confirmation email from the department by late-November, please check your spam or junk folders 
and contact Kym at the school office on 5335 8157 if needed. 

You can read more about the School Saving Bonus on the Department of Education website, with key information now 
available in 14 different languages. 

 

Kind regards 

Michelle Wilson 
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Principal for a Day School Wide Positive 
Behaviour Term 4 

HOT LUNCH ORDERS AT SEBASTOPOL 
PRIMARY SCHOOL-TUESDAYS ONLY 

 
QuickCliq for school canteen orders, uniforms & fundraising 
events 

  

• Click on Register at the top of the page 

• Enter your details and click finish 

• You will receive an activation email – click link provided 

• You are now ready to log in to your QuickCliQ account 

• Add Students/Users to your account. This could be your 
children (students), or yourself if you are a staff member 

• Click on Add Student 

• Complete details, ensuring you have selected the correct 

school or institution 

• Click Next, select the MEAL ORDER button and follow the 
prompts 

School Wide Positive Behaviour Matrix Money 
Principal Assistants – Term 4 
Kay and Chloe both took on the role with great 
enthusiasm and commitment.  
They demonstrated great leadership by completing 
peer observations, doing an environmental check of 
the playground, including picking up rubbish, and 
writing this report for the newsletter. They also had a 
meeting with the Learning Specialist Wellbeing and 
Inclusion, to discuss the Wellbeing Hub, Clubs, 
Playground and Matrix Market. The meeting included 
hot chocolate! 
They observed some great classroom social and 
learning competencies in all classrooms. 
In the P/1 Class, Ethan was respectful by putting up 
his hand, Leijla was great at lining up, Eli was being 
respectful, and Carla and Cyanna showed respect.  
In Year 1-2, Mishel and Charlotte were working hard, 
Bee was showing great focus and Neil was great at 
helping classroom peers.  
In Year 3-4, Ava was being safe, Dylan and Kaden 
were working hard, and Willow was being 
responsible. 
In Year 5-6, the whole class was working 
collaboratively on their 2024 – 2025 Transition 
activities. The whole class gave ‘thumbs up’ feedback.  
We have seven other students waiting to be Principal 
Assistants this term. This is a terrific example of our 
Matrix Market ‘positive experience’ options and is a 
wonderful demonstration of the positive social, 
emotional and friendship skills of our student cohort.  

It is so positive to witness our senior primary students 
taking the time and care to foster positive play skills 
with our younger students.  
Hunter initiated soccer skill practice and then 
encouraged other younger students to join in. School 
Wide Positive Behaviour Skills are wonderful skills for 
life.   

https://www.quickcliq.com.au/
https://www.quickcliq.com.au/
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 Bulldogs Read 

Congratulations to Kate Lehan one of the three Bulldogs 
Read 2024 awardees across nine local schools.  
Many thanks to Campbell Waring and the Ballarat Library 
for this wonderful program with so many fantastic oppor-
tunities in footy and reading. We loved attending the AFL 
and AFLW games, the visit to the new Ballarat Library was 
a highlight, our Zoom book conferences with Western 
Bulldogs players gave us a great insight to a career in foot-
ball, and our students uploaded some terrific book re-
views to the Bulldogs Read website. https://
www.bulldogsread.com.au/ 
Iris and Amelia each won a monthly Book Review award 
for their writing excellence.  
It was terrific to meet author Michael Wagner today and 
have some fun playing footy.  
Congratulations to our senior class. Thanks to Sally Peach 
and Kerry Hartman for supporting this program. 

EVERY FRIDAY 
$1 EACH 

50 CENTS HALF 

https://www.bulldogsread.com.au/
https://www.bulldogsread.com.au/
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P&F Annual Dinner 

Emergency Management Plan at work. 
Following a smell of gas in the teaching area last Thursday, we called 000. Our thanks to local police and fire brigade for 
their timely and thorough response. There was no gas leak detected and the building was deemed safe. All students and 
staff followed the Emergency Management Evacuation Plan during this incident. Everyone was safe. My thanks to Phil from 
Downer Gas who came and checked the Gas manifold and connections.  My thanks to our SPS Emergency Management 
Team and Bruce Simpson for their expertise and communication.  

It was lovely to catch up with the Parents and Friends 
from the 1970s and 80s and share a meal together. 
The group includes grandparents of current students. 
Friendship, fundraising and community support have 
been a feature of our school’s parent and community 
engagement for many years and provided so many 
wonderful additional resources for our students and 
school  

The Fundraising Committee have worked hard to 
acquire a day at Bunnings to fundraising for 

Sebastopol Primary School. This may turn out to be 
the biggest fundraiser of the year. 

It is taking place on Tuesday 5th November 
Melbourne Cup Day Holiday 

For this to be a success they  are looking for volunteers 
to assist. They will not be able to achieve this without 

the help of parents or guardians of the Sebastopol 
Primary School. Please contact the office or email. 

sebaspsvolunteers@gmail.com.  
With a time you can be there. We look forward to 

seeing you all there to help or purchase. 

mailto:sebaspsvolunteers@gmail.com
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We can help our children safely navigate the 
online world by taking some basic steps to re-
duce the risks. 

Our support and guidance can give our children 
the knowledge to make sound decisions online 
and the confidence to ask for help when they 
need it. 

Three key strategies  

1. Be engaged, open and supportive 

• Get involved with your child’s online activi-
ties as a family. Play games together. Talk about 
favourite apps, games or websites. 

• Keep lines of communication open. Ask 
about their online experiences, who they are talking to and whether they are having any issues. 

• Reassure your child they can always come to you, no matter what. Your child may not communicate openly about things that worry 
them online if they fear being in trouble if they tell you. Let them know you will not cut off internet or device access if they tell you 
they’re feeling uncomfortable or unsafe online. 

If you notice a change in your child’s behaviour or mood, talk with them about it. If you are concerned, consider seeking professional 
help – from your GP, a psychologist or school counsellor. 

2. Set some rules 

Set rules for devices and online access, with consequences for breaking them. As they grow in online skills and maturity you can review 
your rules together. 

• Get your child’s input — this will help them understand risks. 

• Model behaviour that you would like to see. Children will be more likely to follow rules if they see you doing the same.  

Consider creating a family tech agreement (sometimes called a family media plan or family online safety agreement). This is a set of 
rules about how devices are used in your home as well as what acceptable online behaviour looks like. eSafety has created downloadable 
templates for families with children under 5 or those with kids aged 5 to 8 years. For families with older children, The Family Online 
Safety Contract from ThinkUKnow AustraliaExternal link is a good starting point. 

3. Use safety features and settings 

Get to know the devices you and your children use and set them up for privacy and online safety. Take advantage of parental controls to 
monitor and control screen time and access to content, based on your child’s age and experience. See our guide to parental controls. 

• Choose apps and games carefully, and visit the App Store or Google Play for age ratings and consumer advice. 

Refer to our advice about screen time and online gaming if these are of concern. 

The eSafety Guide provides valuable information about the latest games, apps and social media, including how to protect your personal 
information and report harmful content. 

You can visit the Australian Classification Board’s online databaseExternal link, Children and Media AustraliaExternal 
link and Common Sense Media (US)External link for information about movies, apps, games and websites, searchable by age. 

Advice for parents and carers of children aged 5-12 

• Keep the computer or device in an area of your home that can be supervised. Check in regularly with your child to see what they are 
viewing. 

• Stay engaged with their online activity. Consider setting up your own accounts with the sites they use most, or simply browsing the 
content, so you can see how they work and understand the risks. Show good privacy habits by asking your child before sending 
them a 'friend' or follow request. If they say they don't want to connect with you online, it may be a good opportunity to talk about 
risks and rules. 

• Explore the online world with them to help establish that you can share online activities as a family. You might want to play games 
with them or do a creative project together. 

Think about social media readiness. Most social media sites require users to be at least 13 years old before they can register, although 
some sites are created especially for children under 13. See are they old enough? 

Encourage respect and empathy. Teach your child to avoid sharing or posting things that may upset others. See  good habits start young. 

Start building resilience. Explain to your child that there are ways they can deal with material that worries or frightens them. This in-
cludes immediately telling you or another trusted adult of any concerns or uncomfortable material. See good habits start young. 

Encourage them to learn about online safety by exploring the kids section of this site. 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/resources/family-tech-agreement
https://www.thinkuknow.org.au/resources-tab/parents-and-carers
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/issues-and-advice/privacy-child
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/issues-and-advice/parental-controls
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/issues-and-advice/screen-time
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/issues-and-advice/gaming
https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-topics/esafety-guide
http://www.classification.gov.au/Pages/Search.aspx
https://childrenandmedia.org.au/
https://childrenandmedia.org.au/
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/issues-and-advice/are-they-old-enough
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/issues-and-advice/good-habits-start-young
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/issues-and-advice/good-habits-start-young
https://www.esafety.gov.au/kids
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Food Hygiene Compliance 
 
Dear Parents, Carers and Volunteers, 
We are ensuring our food safety is up to scratch to 
accommodate food intolerances and allergies 
especially around nuts and raw egg. Can anyone 
working with food (canteen or fundraising), or, 
parents that wish to supply food to the school 
(birthdays or celebrations), please complete the 
following link: 
 https://dofoodsafely.health.vic.gov.au/index.php/
en/  
It has been reported to not take very long. 
Esme Jorgensen 
Wellbeing and Inclusion Leader 

BELL TIMES 
 
 

8.50 am - Music Plays 
9.00am  School starts 

11.00 - 11.10am Children eat Lunch 
11.10 - 11.40 Lunch Break 
1.40pm - 2.10pm Recess 

3.10 Dismissal 
Last day of Term 2.10pm Finish 

Student Recognition Awards 

Vanessa Lalic - Prep/1 

For settling well in to their new school.  

Ethan Parkes - Prep/1 

For settling well in to their new school.  

Jaxon Gower - Prep/1 

For settling well in to their new school.  

Billie Taylor - 1/2 

For making an excellent start to your schooling at 
Sebastopol Primary School. 

Kace Coleman - 1/2 

For working hard on your ‘Diary of a Monster’ 
recount writing. Well done on trying to use more 
descriptive and imaginative words!  

Olivia Gower - 1/2 

For making an excellent start to your schooling at 
Sebastopol Primary School. 

Lily Anderson - 3/4 

For being an organised and responsible 
classroom assistant. 

CJ Del Rosario - 3/4 

For persistent work with money and decimals. 

KJ Eustace - 5/6 

For her winning entry into, ‘Our City: Be safe and 
Feel Safe’’ – Youth Crime Prevention 
Competition,’ was outstanding. Congratulations 
K.J., you are a superstar! 

Charlie Oliver - 5/6 

For her ability to follow rules, and her friendly 
caring nature shines through as a senior leader. 
Congratulations and well done. 

Amelia Relouw - 5/6 

Amelia’s leadership skills shine through in the 
way she is well prepared, organised and always 
completes set tasks to a very high stand and on 
time. She is fair, friendly and inclusive of others 
and is liked and appreciated by all.  

2025 TERMS DATES 
 
 

Term 1 - 30th January to 4th April 
Term 2 - 22nd April to 4th July 

Term 3 - 21st July to 19th September 
Term 4 - 6th October to 19th December 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdofoodsafely.health.vic.gov.au%2Findex.php%2Fen%2F&data=05%7C02%7CKym.Simpson%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cf6e4011bcb60446b16ec08dcecc7a77a%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638645589454
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdofoodsafely.health.vic.gov.au%2Findex.php%2Fen%2F&data=05%7C02%7CKym.Simpson%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cf6e4011bcb60446b16ec08dcecc7a77a%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638645589454
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

Term 4 

Week Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

4 
Oct/Nov 

  
  

28 
  

29 
SWIMMING 
  
  
 

30 
  
  

31 
 Newsletter-Prep/1 
  

1 
2.40 Assembly -
Prep/1 item 
  
  

5 
  

4 
  
  

5 
Melbourne Cup Public 

Holiday 
  
  

6 
Prep 2025 Transition 
1 
  

7 
 
  
  

8 
  

6 
  

  

11 
  
  

12 
SWIMMING 
BOOK FAIR-LIBRARY 
AFTER SCHOOL 
  
  
  

13 
Prep 2025 Transition 
2 
BOOK FAIR-LIBRARY 
AFTER SCHOOL 
 
  

14 
Newsletter-Music 
BOOK FAIR-LIBRARY 
AFTER SCHOOL 

15 
2.40 Assembly -Music 
item 
BOOK FAIR-LIBRARY 
AFTER SCHOOL 
 
  

7 
  

  
  

18 
School Council 6.00 

  

19 
SWIMMING 
  
  
  

20 
Prep 2025 Transition 
3 
  
  

21 
 
  

22 
  
  

8 
  
  

25 
  

26 
SWIMMING 
  
  

27 
Prep 2025 Transition 
4 

  

28 
Newsletter – 3/4 
  
 
  

29 
2.40 Assembly -3/4 
item 
  
  

9 
Dec 

2 
  
School Council 6:00 

3 
SWIMMING 

4 
Prep 2025 Transition 
5 

5 
 

6 
Grade 6 Graduation 

10 9 10 
State Transition 
SWIMMING 

11 
  

12 
Newsletter- 1/2 
  

13 
2.40 Assembly -1/2 
item 
  

11 16 17 
SWIMMING 

18 
 SWPB Celebration 
  

19 20 
1:00 Assembly 
1:30 End of Term 
Finish 
  


