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Principal’s Report 
As we reach the final week of the school year, I would like to take a moment to reflect on what has been a 
memorable and fast-paced term at Sebastopol Primary School. 
Last Friday, we proudly celebrated our Grade 6 graduates in what was truly a remarkable event. Our 
graduating students presented themselves with maturity, confidence, and pride. Your speeches were 
exceptional, your behaviour was exemplary, and you represented our school with absolute distinction. 
Congratulations to all award recipients and to the entire cohort, you will be dearly missed. 
A special thank you to Ms Peach for her outstanding preparation, organisation, and dedication in making the 
graduation ceremony such a success. Our 2026 Grade 5/6 teachers, Mr Forrester and Mr Juarez, certainly 
have high expectations to follow with next year’s celebration! 
I would also like to acknowledge our six Grade 5 students who delivered thoughtful and passionate school 
captain speeches. Congratulations to our 2026 School Captains, Mikaeel and Lily. I look forward to supporting 
you both as you grow into strong, capable and inspiring student leaders. 
Next week, we will also farewell Miss Rebecca Matson, who concludes her time at Sebastopol Primary School. 
Miss Matson has been a dedicated and caring Grade 4/5 teacher who has built meaningful relationships with 
her students and contributed positively to our school community. We wish her every success as she relocates 
back to South Australia to be closer to family. We would also like to thank Ms Kate Landry for her work as our 
Mental Health and Wellbeing Leader throughout 2025. Kate has been a tremendous support to both students 
and staff in this space. In 2026, she will continue in her role as our PE/Health and LOTE teacher. 
In line with our recent school review recommendations, we are pleased to announce that our LOTE program 
will transition from Wathaurong Language to AUSLAN from 2026 onwards. This shift offers our students the 
opportunity to learn a language that is widely used, inclusive, and highly relevant within the Australian 
community. 
Staffing for 2026 has almost been finalised, with recruitment for a small number of positions still underway. 
Updates will be communicated at the beginning of next year. I am pleased to announce that Sophie Cullinan 
will be returning from family leave part time, taking on the MHWL role and working alongside Maddie 
Witcher in the wellbeing space.  
As a reminder: 

• Final Assembly: Thursday at 1:40pm, with special guest Ms Michelle Wilson joining us. 

• Student Dismissal: 2:10pm  - Graduating Grade 6 students immediately after assembly. 
Friday: Pupil-Free Day (Staff will be undertaking classroom handover, preparation 
and set-up for 2026). 
On behalf of all staff, I extend my sincere thanks to our parents, carers, and wider 
school community for your ongoing support. Most importantly, thank you to our 
students for your enthusiasm, growth, resilience and joy throughout the year. You 
make our school an incredible place to learn and lead. 
Wishing you all a safe, happy and refreshing holiday break. I look forward to 
welcoming everyone back in 2026. 
Warm regards, 
Principal 
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Western Bulldogs Visit 

 
On Wednesday 3rd December, 
students at Sebastopol Primary 
School were lucky to participate 
in an energetic AFL skills session 
led by Western Bulldogs players 
and AFL Victoria staff. The visit 

included skill-building activities, a 
Q&A session, posters, photos 

and signings, making it a 
memorable experience for all 

involved.  
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New Social Media Age Restrictions 

Helping Families Prepare for the New Social Media Age Restrictions  
 
The Australian Government is introducing new age restrictions for social media, meaning young people under 16 years old 
will no longer be able to create or maintain accounts on most major platforms, including TikTok, Instagram, Snapchat, 
Facebook, X (Twitter), and YouTube. 
These changes are designed to make online spaces safer and more age-appropriate for children and teenagers. The goal is 
to give young people time to develop the digital literacy, emotional resilience, and social skills they need before engaging in 
social media use. 
 
What This Means for Families 
 
For many families, this shift may feel significant. Social media has become a common way for young people to connect with 
friends, follow interests, and express themselves creatively. The upcoming restrictions may mean young people lose access 
to some of the platforms they currently use daily. 
 
The eSafety Commissioner encourages families to start preparing now. Their 8-Step Action Plan for Under-16s offers a 
helpful guide for supporting children through this change. It suggests families: 

• Check which apps your child currently uses and note which will become age-restricted. 

• Make a list of friends, family, and groups your child wants to stay connected with and think about other ways to do 
this. 

• Explore new ways to follow creators, learn, and socialise through age-appropriate platforms. 

• Back up photos, videos, and messages your child wants to keep. 

• Start reducing social media use gradually to avoid a sudden change. 

• Keep communication open about how your child is feeling and any challenges they face. 
 

How Parents Can Support Their Children 
 
Parents play a crucial role in helping young people navigate this transition. The eSafety Commissioner’s website offers a 
dedicated section for parents at esafety.gov.au/parents. This page includes step-by-step guidance, practical tips, and 
resources to help families manage online safety and digital wellbeing at home. 
The eSafety site also has a section written specifically for young people, with advice on staying connected, protecting their 
privacy, and coping with change. 
Families can also access free eSafety webinars, designed to help parents and carers understand current online risks, learn 
how to set up parental controls, and explore ways to foster positive online habits. These webinars are a valuable 
opportunity to hear from experts and ask questions in a supportive environment. 
 
Where to Find Help 
 
If your child experiences something distressing online — whether or not they’re using a restricted platform — they can still 
report it and seek support through eSafety’s I Need Help page. Services like Kids Helpline (1800 55 1800) are also available 
24 hours a day for young people aged 5 to 25. 
For more details, resources, and the full action plan, visit the eSafety Commissioner’s website and explore their pages for 
both parents and young people. Starting these conversations early can help families navigate the transition smoothly and 
confidently. 
 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/social-media-age-restrictions
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Start-of Year Assessments: 29th & 30th 
January  

Start-of-Year Assessments 
To ensure we understand each child’s learning needs from the very beginning of the year, students will participate in 
short, one-on-one assessment sessions with their classroom teacher on 29 and 30 January. These sessions will run as 
parent–teacher conferences, and bookings will be available via Compass in mid-January. 
 
DIBELS Reading Assessment (F–6) 
All students will complete the DIBELS reading assessment, a quick and reliable measure of key early literacy skills such as 
phonemic awareness, phonics, reading fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension. This helps teachers identify strengths and 
areas for support so learning can be targeted from day one. 
 
Sparkle Reading Assessment (Foundation–Grade 2) 
Students in Foundation to Grade 2 will also complete the Sparkle Assessment by Decodable Readers Australia (DRA). This 
assessment checks early reading skills, including knowledge of letter–sound relationships, blending, and accuracy with 
decodable texts, ensuring students are placed at the right reading level. 
Kind regards, 
Wil Juarez – Leading Teacher Curriculum and Learning 
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5/6 - Maeve McAdie 

For showing amazing leadership in delivering 
their school captain speeches!  

5/6 - Lakaysha Weetra 

For showing amazing leadership in delivering 
their school captain speeches!  

5/6 - Lily Anderson 

For showing amazing leadership in delivering 
their school captain speeches!  

2026 TERM DATES 
 
 

Term 1 - 30th January to 2nd April 
Term 2 - 20th April to 26th June 

Term 3 - 13th July to 18th September 
Term 4 - 5th October to 18th December 

Prep/1 - The Whole Class!!!  

For taking pride in their school grounds picking 
up litter and weeding garden beds.  

Prep/1 - Maddi Burrows 

For always being respectful and responsible, and 
being such a wonderful class helper. 

2/3 - Ryder Hateley  

For improved focus during work and completing 
more amounts of writing each lesson. 

2/3 - Priodorshini Das  

For being a great friend to all of her classmates 
and including everybody in her play.  

3/4 - Mishel Sami Syeda 

For using descriptive language in her poetry 
writing. Bravo, Mishel! 

3/4 - Thomas Warner-Johns 

For successfully using different multiplication 
strategies in Maths. Well done, Thomas!  

3/4 - Thomas Kozzia 

For helping out in the canteen for graduation 
without being asked.  

4/5 - Cooper Canham 

For showing wonderful enthusiasm in all subject 
areas.  

4/5 - Evie Hickson 

For bringing energy and lively participation to 
the 4/5 class.  

5/6 - Ava-Grace Elliott 

For showing amazing leadership in delivering 
their school captain speeches!  

 

 

BELL TIMES 
 

8.50 am - Music Plays 
9.00am  School starts 

11.00 - 11.10am Children eat Lunch 
11.10 - 11.40 Lunch Break 
1.40pm - 2.10pm Recess 

3.10 Dismissal 
Last day of Term 2.10pm Finish 

Students of the Week 
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Calendar of Events Term 1 2026 

Week Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

1 
Jan 

  

26 AUSTRALIA DAY 27  
Whole School PD Day 

28 
Whole School PD Day 
  

29 
Assessment Day 1 

30 
Assessment Day 2 
 

2 

Feb 
  

2 
All Students Begin 
  
  

3 
  
  
  

4 
Prep Rest Day 
  
  

5 
Newsletter 1/2 

6 
Assembly-1/2 Item 
  

3 
Feb 

 

9 
  

10 
  

11 
Prep Rest Day 
  
  

12 
  

13 
MTLC @ ACU - SP 
  
  

4 
Feb 

  
  

16 
  
  
  
  

17 
  
  
  
  

18 
Prep Rest Day 
  
  
  

19 
Newsletter Y3 
  
 

20 
Assembly-Y3 Item 
 

 
  

5 
Feb 

  

23 
Earth Ed Excursion 
Grade 3 and Grade 4 
Llanberris Athletics - 

24 
  

25 
Prep Rest Day 
  
  
  

26 
  

27 
 

6 
Mar 

  

2 
  
  

3 
  

4 
Prep Rest Day 
  
  

5 
Newsletter Y4 
  

6 
Assembly-Y4 Item 
  

7 
Mar 

NAPLAN 
  

9 LABOUR DAY 10 
 

11 
Prep Attend School 
NAPLAN OPENS 

12 
 

13 
  
  

8 
Mar 

NAPLAN 

16 
  

17 
  

18 
Prep Attend School 
  
  

19 
Newsletter 5/6 
  
 

20 
Assembly-5/6 Item 
  
  

9 
Mar 

23 
  

24 
  

25 26 27 
Earth Ed Excursion 
Grade 5/6 Battlebots 

  
10 

March/April 

30 31 
  
  

1 
Newsletter Prep/1 

2 
Assembly-Prep/1 Item 
  
  
  

3 GOOD FRIDAY 


