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SEBASTOPOL PRIMARY SCHOOL Warreen Street, Sebastopol Victoria 3356 
Phone: 03 5335 8157 Email: sebastopol.ps@education.vic.gov.au  

Website: www.sebasps.vic.edu.au 

Facebook:  SebastopolPrimarySchool 

SEBASTOPOL PRIMARY SCHOOL  
We are READY TO LEARN when we are; 

RESPECTFUL, RESPONSIBLE & SAFE 
ISSUE NO. 1        February 8th 2024 

Yarning Circle  

 

We have a new favourite place on our 

school ground! 

We cut down some trees in the holidays due 

to storm damage and safety. Thanks to our 

new Grounds and Maintenance man, Bruce 

and the team from Simpson Trees, we have 

started developing our yarning circle.  

The students are loving the chance to sit on 

nature and be still on country.  

We are still in the early stages of this project 

and more will come from this as we yarn with 

our students and make this a special place 

to gather together.  

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 17 
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PRINCIPALS MESSAGE 

Principal Message 8th Feb 2024 

 

Welcome to the 2024 School Year! 

This year we are pleased to have a total of 80 students, 

including 6 Prep students. We hope you have had the 

chance to meet Learning Specialist and Year 1/2 teacher 

replacing Maddie Whitcher, Esme Jorgenson, new Leading 

Teacher Curriculum, Wil Juarez and new Year 3/4 teacher 

Ian Forrester. This week we farewell new mums to be 

Sophie and Maddie. We wish them wellness and rest in 

the lead up to the new family additions.  

 

School Arrival and Departure Reminders  

Children are asked to arrive at school and depart using the 

Yarrowee Street gate or Warreen Street Drop Off Zone. 

Children need to enter and exit their classes via the 

external classroom doors. The Office entry is only for office 

messages and visitors. On wet mornings only, children will 

be directed and supervised in the Atrium to stay dry. 

 

Wellbeing and Assessment Interviews  

Thank you for attending these valuable 30 minute ‘Back to 

School’ Assessments and Student Check ins. We have had 

a great turn out and it has been lovely to see all the 

excited smiling faces.  

 

Attendance  

There is an important and separate link about positive 

school attendance. We will work proactively with families 

to support students when ‘school refusal’ is causing 

extended absences. The attendance rate at Sebastopol PS 

was well below the state target in comparison to other 

‘like schools’ in 2023 with over 45% of students having 

more than 20 days absence.  

Please communicate absences via COMPASS, our main 

communication tool by 9:30am if your child is unwell and 

cannot attend school. Please remember that birthdays, 

trips to Melbourne etc, exhaustion after busy weekends 

are not ‘approved’ reasons to stay at home. Please stick to 

sensible bedtimes, enforce no screen time in bed and 

ensure 10 plus hours of sleep each night with lots of 

water, fresh food and vegetables for growing bodies. This 

will support physical health, wellbeing and positive school 

engagement.  

 

Sunsafe Hats 

All students will need a sun safe broad brim hat this term. 

If children do not have a sun safe hat they will need to 

remain inside or in an outdoor shaded area. Please pack 

your hat or leave it at school.  

 

Diaries  

Please ensure these are part of the daily routine to 

support the recording of regular reading and timely 

communication. Teachers and support staff will be 

checking these each day. The school library will be open at 

first break each day for Reading Club and an option to 

outdoor play.  

 

Maintenance and grounds.  

We have some maintenance issues resulting from the 

Melbourne Cup Day evening and January 2nd storms. We 

had box gutters that were blocked due to the large 

amount of intense rain in a short time period, resulting in 

the collapse of two ceilings in low use areas. I am working 

with the Department of Education to remediate these 

areas. My thanks to Kym Simpson, Bruce Simpson, Maddie 

and Justin Whitcher, Rin and Dave Taylor and school 

parents Meagan and Ellen for proactively making the areas 

safe. These are amazing people who love our school and I 

really appreciated their care and energy while I was on 

Carers Leave and not in the area.  

Thank you for your support for a great start to the 2024 

School Year. We hope to see you at our first assembly for 

2024, in the atrium at 2:40pm tomorrow. 

 

 ‘The harder we work, the luckier we get.’ Ted Lasso,  

Michelle Wilson, principal.  

FAREWELL TO MISS MADDIE AND MISS C 

 

Sebastopol Primary School would like to  

farewell and wish both Maddie Witcher and 

Sophie Cullinan all the best as you start your 

maternity leave. Enjoy this special time with 

your new baby filled with love, laughter, and 

lots of snuggles with your new baby.  
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Grade 5/6 Item 

Basketball Ballarat provide children with a 

fun and safe basketball experience that will serve 

as an introduction to a lifetime involvement in the 

game. A wide variety of introduction to 

basketball programs are ran by Basketball 

Ballarat, allowing children to start learning 

basketball as young as 2 years old. 

 

Basketball Ballarat’s introduction to basketball 

programs: 

• Aussie Hoops – perfect for children aged 4 – 

11 years 

• All Abilities Rookie Hoops – perfect for 

children aged 5 – 18 years whom are living with a 

disability 

• Mini Miners – perfect for kindergarten aged 

children, 2 – 4 years 

Next Level – suited for domestic players 2011-

2013 born 

 

Registrations are now open for all community 

hoops programs, with the programs starting the 

week beginning October 9th. 

 

For more information and to register: 

Community – Ballarat Basketball 

 

For further details please contact Zack Cummins 

via email programs@ballaratbasketball.com or 
call reception on (03) 5338 1220  

Introducing our year 6 class of 2024, Joel 

Chettleburgh, Yuki Neminio, Riley Elliott, KJ 

Eustace,  Charlotte Keays, Callum Glen. 

Congratulations to KJ and Joel this years 

School Captains and the Vice School 

Captains Charlotte and Riley.  Welcome 

Yuki who has joined us from N.S.W. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ballaratbasketball.com%2Fcommunity-programs%2F&data=05%7C02%7CKym.Simpson%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cc69cd949ed6f4313485708dc1d5f81c2%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638417543261
mailto:programs@ballaratbasketball.com
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Sebastopol PS., School Council AGM  -  6:30 pm 18
th

 March 2024 

Are you interested in joining School Council? 

Information for parents 

What is a school council and what does it do? 
All government schools in Victoria have a school council. They are legally constituted bodies that are given 

powers to set the broad direction of a school, in accordance with Ministerial Order 1280 Constitution of 

Government School Councils, and the Education and Training Reform Act 2006. In doing this, a school council 

may directly influence the quality of education for students. 

Who is on the school council? 
For most primary school councils, there are several possible categories of membership: 

A mandated elected parent member category – more than one-third of the total members must be from this 

category. Department employees can be parent members at their child’s school providing that they are not 

engaged in work at the school. 

A mandated elected school employee member category – members of this category make up no more than 

one-third of membership. The principal of the school is automatically one of these members. 

An optional community member category – members are co-opted by a decision of the council because of 

their special skills, interests or experience. Department employees are not eligible to be community members. 

A small number of school councils have nominee members. 

Why is parent membership so important? 
Parents on school councils provide important viewpoints and have valuable skills and a range of experiences 

and knowledge that can help inform and shape the direction of the school. 

Those parents who become active on a school council find their involvement satisfying and may also find that 

their children feel a greater sense of belonging. 

Do I need special experience to be on school council? 
Each member brings their own valuable skills and knowledge to the role, however, in order to successfully 

perform their duties, councillors may need to gain some new skills and knowledge.  

It is important to have an interest in your child’s school and the desire to work in partnership with others to help 

shape the school’s future. 

 

Code of conduct for school councillors 

School councils in Victoria are public entities as defined by the Public Administration Act 2004. 

School councillors must comply with the Code of Conduct for Directors of Victorian Public Entities issued by the 

Victorian Public Sector Commission. The Code of Conduct is based on the Victorian public sector values and 

requires councillors to: 

act with honesty and integrity – be truthful, open and clear about their motives and declare any real, potential or 

perceived conflict of interest and duty 

act in good faith in the best interests of the school – work cooperatively with other councillors and the 

school community, be reasonable, and make all decisions with the best interests of students foremost in their 

minds 

act fairly and impartially – consider all relevant facts of an issue before making a decision, seek to have a 

balanced view, never give special treatment to a person or group and never act from self-interest 

use information appropriately – respect confidentiality and use information for the purpose for which it was 

made available 

exercise due care, diligence and skill – accept responsibility for decisions and do what is best for the school 

use the position appropriately – not use the position as a councillor to gain an advantage 

act in a financially responsible manner – observe all the above principles when making financial decisions 

comply with relevant legislation and policies – know what legislation and policies are relevant for which 

decisions and obey the law 

demonstrate leadership and stewardship – set a good example, encourage a culture of accountability, 

manage risks effectively, exercise care and responsibility to keep the school strong and sustainable 
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Indemnity for school council members 
School councillors are indemnified against any liability in respect of any loss or damage suffered by the council 

or any other person in respect of anything necessarily or reasonably done, or omitted to be done by the 

councillor in good faith in: 
the exercise of a power or the performance of a function of a councillor, or 
the reasonable belief that the act or omission was in the exercise of a power or the performance of a function of 

a council. 

In other words, school councillors are not legally liable for any loss or damage suffered by council or others as a 

result of reasonable actions taken in good faith. 

How can you become involved? 
By participating in, and voting in the school council elections, which are held in Term 1 each year. However, 

ballots are only held if more people nominate as candidates than there are positions vacant. 

In view of this, you might consider: 

standing for election as a member of the school council 

encouraging another person to stand for election. 

 

Parents and Carers are welcome to attend our AGM at 6:30 18
th
 March. 

EVERY FRIDAY 
$1 EACH 

The Junior School Council are continuing with the sale of zooper dooper's and now 

choc coated ice creams and icy poles for only $1. This money will be used to 

subsidise the grade 6 jumpers. 
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It  is great to have 

the students back at 

school enjoying each 

others company over 

lunch. 

Please remember to use 

‘nude food’ and limit 

sweet  snacks .  A 

sandwich, salad, veggie 

sticks, wraps or fruit are 

all great options. All 

children need a water 

bottle at school. We 

only allow water in 

classrooms. Cordials, 

flavoured milk drinks 

and juice can be 

consumed at home. 

These drinks are not 

good for teeth at school 

when it will be several 

hours until teeth are 

b r u s h e d .  h t t p s : / /

www. ta s te .c om.au /

quick-easy/galleries/30-

easy-ideas-school-lunch

-boxes/vs42w74b 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.taste.com.au%2Fquick-easy%2Fgalleries%2F30-easy-ideas-school-lunch-boxes%2Fvs42w74b&data=05%7C02%7CKym.Simpson%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cabb9eba4232e40342ce008dc2392d540%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb6
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.taste.com.au%2Fquick-easy%2Fgalleries%2F30-easy-ideas-school-lunch-boxes%2Fvs42w74b&data=05%7C02%7CKym.Simpson%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cabb9eba4232e40342ce008dc2392d540%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb6
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.taste.com.au%2Fquick-easy%2Fgalleries%2F30-easy-ideas-school-lunch-boxes%2Fvs42w74b&data=05%7C02%7CKym.Simpson%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cabb9eba4232e40342ce008dc2392d540%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb6
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.taste.com.au%2Fquick-easy%2Fgalleries%2F30-easy-ideas-school-lunch-boxes%2Fvs42w74b&data=05%7C02%7CKym.Simpson%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cabb9eba4232e40342ce008dc2392d540%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb6
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.taste.com.au%2Fquick-easy%2Fgalleries%2F30-easy-ideas-school-lunch-boxes%2Fvs42w74b&data=05%7C02%7CKym.Simpson%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cabb9eba4232e40342ce008dc2392d540%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb6
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Newsletter 

 
To access our fortnightly school newsletter visit our website  at  http://

www.sebasps.vic.edu.au/ 

Please also subscribe to our Newsletter email list at our website to  

receive a notification when our newsletter is ready.   

Attendance – School Wide Positive Behaviour   

Every Day Counts! 

Every Minutes Counts! 

 
In 2024 School Attendance is part of our School Wide Positive Behaviour criteria. 

It is important that your child arrives at school by 8:55 am at school to be ready for the school day. 

We have plenty of lunch items provided by Foodbank Victoria, Sebastopol Coles and Second Bite, if 

you do not have items for lunch.  

We are working hard to reduce any barriers to school attendance as we love having all our students 

here every day – ‘Ready to Learn’.  

At Sebastopol PS in 2023, 45% of student had more than 20 days absent from school. This is well below 

the state data and needs to be a focus for us all to improve.  

The DET State Target for attendance is 94% - 12 days absence only. 

We understand that children do become unwell and are required to remain at home to rest and 

recover. This is valid and the right thing to do.  

In 2023 we have seen a growing number of students exhibiting school refusal conduct and we need to 

work together to address this issue.  

Frequent daily routines, structures, clear expectations, socialising and learning with peers are all 

powerful and positive activities for our young people to experience. Please ensure you child does not 

access a screen when it is time for sleep, find time to exercise together and remember to include fruit 

or vegetables with meals.  

Our School Wide Positive Behaviour Attendance criteria is 3 or more unapproved absences in a 5 

week period or 5 late days. The school can assist with attendance plans goals and support from 

Department of Education Regional expertise. Please talk to your class teacher and use Compass, as 

timely and open communication will support positive attendance and student wellbeing. We are here 

to work with you so that all children can experience a great day at school. 

 

Please remember that if you do sleep in, please still send your child to school, as late is better than 

remaining at home.  

A reminder about school ‘Drop Off’ and ‘Pick Up’. 

All Year 1 – Year 6 students can be dropped off at the Yarrowee Street Gate or the School Drop Off 

Zone in the Carpark. Students are asked not to walk through the School Office to limit noise and use 

their external Classroom doors. Breakfast Club can be access via the Tunnel entry. Please use the entry 

and exits of the school car park safely. Please remember to be patient near the pick up area so that 

everyone can end the day safely.  

Breakfast Club is open at 8:30am for students who require Breakfast. We have terrific volunteers who 

prepare and serve the students this vital daily meal.  

Breakfast Club is for students only as we have great supervision for children using this program. All 

children sign on for Breakfast Club to support our data collection for food ordering and grant 

applications. In 2023 we served over 4000 Breakfast meals over 200 days.  

As part of the Sebastopol Primary School Child Safe Standards, we will send out an SMS attendance 

prompt by 10am and call you if your child is absent.  

Please use this link to understand the importance of daily school attendance.  

 

https://www.vic.gov.au/attendance-and-missing-school 

https://www.vic.gov.au/attendance-and-missing-school
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Fundraising Committee 

SEBASTOPOL PS SCHOOL COMMUNITY FIRE SAFE AND CODE RED DAYS 
When a Code Red Day is declared in our area or state wide our school will be closed.  

That means there will be no one at all on site.  
We all need to be prepared for this situation. 

This is a Victorian Government and DET requirement.  
Attached is a link with some valuable resources to support your planning at home and with your family.  

https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/warnings-restrictions/total-fire-bans-fire-danger-ratings/about-fire-danger-ratings  

The fundraising committee have worked 

hard to acquire a day at Bunnings to 

fundraising for Sebastopol Primary School. 

This may turn out to be the biggest 

fundraiser of the year. 
It is taking place on Saturday 17th February. 

For this to be a success they  are looking for 

volunteers to assist. They will not be able to 

achieve this without the help of parents or 

guardians of the Sebastopol Primary 

School. Please contact the office or email. 
sebaspsvolunteers@gmail.com.  

With a time you can be there. We look 

forward to seeing you all there to help or 

purchase. 

https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/warnings-restrictions/total-fire-bans-fire-danger-ratings/about-fire-danger-ratings
mailto:sebaspsvolunteers@gmail.com
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ATTENDANCE 

If your child is away from school you can now 

log this absence directly on your compass app, 

you can record if the student is going to be 

arriving late or leaving the school early also. 

However you can also contact the office on 

53358157.  

 

CSEF 

CSEF stand for Camps, Sports, Excursion Fund.  If 

you hold a Health Care Card you may be 

eligible for this funding.  Application forms will be 

sent home soon. 

 

NEWSLETTER 

Our school newsletter goes out fortnightly  on a 

Thursday. This will be sent via compass and can 

also be viewed on the website. A hardcopy will 

be available at the office.  Please ensure that 

you regularly check your emails as a lot of 

school communication is forwarded this way. 

 

PARENT PAYMENTS 

All Victorian State Schools provide students with 

free instruction to fulfil the standard Victorian 

Curriculum and we want to assure you that all 

contributions are voluntary. Never the less, the 

ongoing financial support of our families ensures 

that our school can offer the best possible 

education and support for our students. 

Year Foundation— $128.50 

Year One and Two—$139.50 

Year Three to Six—$164.50 

Parent Payments can be made via Centrepay, 

which is available in your MyGov account or 

forms are available at the office.  We also have 

Bpay, Direct Debit details or Eftpos facilities are 

available at the office. Please notify the office 

when payments have been made. 

 

 

BOOKCLUB 

Magazines have been sent home for Issue 1 

2024, or you can access the current catalogue 

online at Book Club Home | Scholastic Australia  

Orders with money are due back to school by 

Thursday 16th February to ensure book 

availability. 

Administration Student Recognition Awards 

Mia-Lee Burrows - Prep/1 

For being  helpful, kind and caring.  

Lachlan Camilleri - 1/2 

For an excellent start to Term 1, 2024. 

Alex Holland - 3/4 

For speaking respectfully to others. 

Celesty Gurung - 3/4  

For a positive and responsible start at 

Sebastopol Primary School. 

Brooklyn Stowe - 5/6 

For a positive start to grade 5 and 

demonstrating excellent work ethic. 

Yuki Nemenio - 5/6 

For a great start at Sebastopol Primary 

School. 

Lilith Hickson - 5/6 

For a great start at Sebastopol Primary 

School. 

ANNUAL PRIVACY REMINDER FOR OUR 

SCHOOL COMMUNITY 

Our school collects and uses student and parent 

personal information for standard school 

functions or where permitted by law, as stated in 

the Schools’ Privacy Policy and the Schools’ 

Privacy Collection Notice. 

Our Photographing, Filming and Recording 

Students Policy privacy_policy.pdf (sebasps.vic.edu.au) 

describes how we collect and use photographs, 

video and recordings of students. The policy also 

explains when parent consent is required and 

how it can be provided and withdrawn. We ask 

parents to also review the guidance we provide 

on how we use [Microsoft 365/Google 

Workspace for Education] safely at the school 

and what parents can do to further protect their 

child’s information. If after reviewing the 

guidance, you have any questions or concerns 

regarding your child using [Microsoft 365/Google 

Workspace for Education], please contact the 

school. For more information about privacy, refer 

to: Schools’ Privacy Policy — information for 

parents.  

https://www.scholastic.com.au/book-club/book-club-home/
https://www.sebasps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/privacy_policy.pdf
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

Term 1 

 MON TUE WED THUR FRI 

WEEK 1 29/01 
Staff PD 
8.30-4 

30/01 
Student 
Assessment 
Interviews 

31/01 
Student Assessment 
Interviews 
 
 

01/02 
All students return 

02/02 

WEEK 2 05/02 
 

06/02 
11:30 BADAC First 
Nation Program 
 

07/02 
Prep Rest - 
Assessment Day 

08/02 
Newsletter 

09/02 
2.40 Assembly 

WEEK 3 12/02 
9:15 Fundraising 
Committee 
Meeting 

13/02 
11:30 BADAC First 
Nation Program 

14/02 
Prep Rest - 
Assessment Day 

15/02 16/02 

Saturday 17th 
Bunnings BBQ 

WEEK 4 19/02 
6:30 School 
Council 

20/02 
11:30 BADAC First 
Nation Program 
 

21/02 
Prep Rest - 
Assessment Day 

22/02 
Newsletter  
9:15 Prep 2024 
Courier photo 

23/02 
2.40 Assembly 

WEEK 5 26/02 27/02 
11:30 BADAC First 
Nation Program 

28/02 
Prep Rest - 
Assessment Day 

29/02 
SWPB Celebration 

01/03 

WEEK 6 04/03 05/03 
11:30 BADAC First 
Nation Program 
 

06/03 
Prep Rest - 
Assessment Day 

07/03 
Newsletter 

08/03 
2.40 Assembly 

WEEK 7 11/03 
Labour Day 

Public Holiday 

12/03 
11:30 BADAC First 
Nation Program 

13/03 
Prep Attend School 

14/03 15/03 

WEEK 8 18/03 
6:30 School 
Council AGM 

19/03 
11:30 BADAC First 
Nation Program 
 

20/03 
 

21/03 
Newsletter 

22/03 
2.40 Assembly 

WEEK 9 25/03 
Eyre District 
Athletics Day 

26/03 
11:30 BADAC First 
Nation Program 

27/03 
SWPB Celebration 

28/03 
1:30 Assembly 
Easter Hats 
2:10 End of Term 
Finish 

29/03 
Good Friday 

BELL TIMES 
 

8.50 am - Music Plays 
9.00am  School starts 

11.00 - 11.10am Children eat Lunch 
11.10 - 11.40 Lunch Break 
1.40pm - 2.10pm Recess 

3.10 Dismissal 
Last day of Term 2.30pm Finish 

2024 TERM DATES 
 

TERM 1: 30TH JANUARY TO 28TH MARCH 
TERM 2: 15TH APRIL TO 28TH JUNE 

TERM 3 15TH JULY TO 20TH SEPTEMBER 
TERM 4 7TH OCTOBER TO 20TH DECEMBER 


