SEBASTOPOL PRIMARY SCHOOL

We are READY TO LEARN when we are;
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We hope you all enjoyed your holiday break, and were able to relax with family and friends.
We are well into the swing of things here at Sebastopol Primary School for term 2.

We have welcomed Rebecca Matson into the 4/5 classroom. Kate Landry is taking on a new
role, Mental Health and Wellbeing Leader as well as LOTE and PE. We also farewelled
Sophie Cullinan who is leaving to have her second baby.
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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

W 2nd May Assembly 2.40pm.
8th May Neuro—spicy Group 9.00am.
E 9th May Book Club Orders are due.

16th May Choir Excursion 10.00am.

19th May School Council 6.30pm.

21st May National Simultaneous Storytime - The Truck Cat.
22nd May Neuro-spicy Group 9.00am.

9th June Kings Birthday Holiay

10th June Report Writing Day - PUPIL FREE

SEBASTOPOL PRIMARY SCHOOL Warreen Street, Sebastopol Victoria 3356
Phone: 03 5335 8157 Email: sebastopol.ps@education.vic.gov.au
Website: www.sebasps.vic.edu.au
Facebook: SebastopolPrimarySchool
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Principal’s Update and Insights

Thank you!

We have had a positive start to Term 2 with
enthusiastic and engaged students. Many thanks
to our parents and carers for supporting such a
great start.

School Grounds and Maintenance

Bruce Simpson, our maintenance and grounds-
man has been working very hard around the
school in the break. We now have new soft fall
around the fixed equipment, and he has
undertaken repairs on some of the play
equipment to ensure safety and fun. The front
entrance of the school now has a fresh coat of
paint, and we are ordering some additional Child
Safe and First Nation signage for space.

The School Review preparation is progressing as
we review our data and goals for the 2021 -
2025 period of the Strategic Plan and examine
the evidence in terms of our school
improvement goals. The Child Safe Standards
related polices and examples of evidence have
been submitted to the School Reviewer for
mandatory compliance review. The Victorian
Qualifications Regulation Authority Curriculum
documents and evidence have been submitted
as well.

Staffing Update

lan Forrester is now ongoing at Sebastopol PS,
following confirmed changes to his workforce
location. lan will provide expert Tier 2
intervention as part of Tutor Learning
Interventions in literacy and numeracy, build
student leadership with our First Nation Children
and provide Casual Relief Teacher cover (CRT) as
needed.

Bec Matson — Year 4/5 is replacing Sophie
Cullinan during her Maternity Leave for the rest
of the year. This week we welcomed Bec to our
school community and education team. Bec has
been busy getting to know the Year 4/5 students
and staff. It is wonderful to have such a
passionate educator join our teaching team.
Next week Bec is on leave due to scheduled
surgery. She will return to us on 5th May.

Kate Landry — PE and LOTE Specialist in Term 1.
Kate has been appointed as our new Mental
Health and Wellbeing Leader 0.5 time fraction in
addition to her PE and LOTE role. This is a newly
funded and vital role for our school. Kate will
work closely with our staff, parents and carers to
support strong wellbeing and connect families
with mental health resources. Maddie Whitcher
will support Kate formally in this role.

Farewell Sophie — Maternity Leave with baby
number 2. We wish Sophie and family well. We
presented Sophie with a small gift, last week.

Please remember that 10th June 2025 is a Pupil
Free Day — Reporting.

| am taking Carer’s leave 29" April — 9" May. Wil
Juarez is acting principal during this time.

Many thanks and take care.

Providing Value to Families

Book Club
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Enrolments Open for Prep 2026

New statewide timeline for Foundation (Prep)

The first year of primary school is called Foundation or Prep. We have released the Foundation enrolment timeline for all
Victorian government primary schools to follow (see page 3). The timeline aims to help you understand when and how to
enrol your child into Foundation for the 2026 school year.

When should | enrol my child in their first year of primary school?

Your child must be 5 years old by 30 April in the year that they start school.

Schooling is compulsory for children who have turned 6 years old.

To enrol your child in a Victorian government primary school for the 2026 school year, submit an enrolment application to
the school by 25 July 2025.

How do | enrol my child in their first year of primary school?

We welcome all prospective families and invite you to contact our school Sebastopol Primary School to book a
school tour or to learn more about our school and the enrolment application process.

Collect the enrolment information pack from the school office.
Submit the form for Foundation by Friday 25 July 2025.
Take part in enrolment information and transition sessions during Term 4 2025.

Your child will start Foundation from Monday 3rd February 2026.




Classroom Item - Music

A

Weekly Music classes from Foundation to Grade 6 are varied, engaging and fun. Each level
explores age appropriates skills that match their understanding and development.

We are very fortunate to have quite a large and diverse collection of instruments and resources.
The year has seen many songs sung, dances and actions songs motioned, instruments played,
music notation studied, compositions written and performed, musical genres explored and
ensembles played.

In addition to these weekly music classes is the amazing Sebastopol Primary School Choir which
spends an hour every Thursday afternoon singing a variety of songs as a lively and heartwarming
group of young voices who will continue to delight audiences when performing at school and out
in the community.

NOAA




Attendance Requirements

New Attendance Requirements

If your child is sick or absent, you are required to notify the school as soon as possible on the day of
absence, by either Compass or call the school on 5335 8157 (you can leave a message if outside school
hours). If your student is not at school and you haven’t notified the school as to why, this absence is

recorded as unapproved.

Notifying the school of your child’s absence either prior to, or on the day that they will be away, helps
ensure the safety and wellbeing of children and will fulfil your legal responsibility.

If we cannot reach you because we don’t have your correct contact details, then we will make contact
with any emergency contact/s nominated on your child’s file held by the school, where possible, on
the same day of the unexplained absence.

The Sebastopol Primary School Attendance Policy which outlines the school’s processes and
procedures for monitoring, recording and following-up of student absences is available here Policies

Education Support Staff
M
—

Our students value the dedication of our
Education Support Officers in our classrooms for
literacy, numeracy, wellbeing support and school
routines. During a Learning Walk last week in Year
2/3 it was terrific seeing how engaged our Year 2
students were during their numeracy daily review
with the class ESO Montana.



https://www.sebasps.vic.edu.au/page/7/Policies

Year 6 2025

Our Grade 6 Hoodies and Polos have arrived and are looking incredible! Thank you to the
fundraising club for their generous contribution to make this affordable for our families. Thank
you to Totally Workwear in Sebastopol for helping create and supply these for our students.

SEBASTOPOL PRIMARY SCHOOL
DOUBLE MATRIX THURSDAYS

Come one, come all to the official Sebastopol Primary School “Double Matrix Thursdays.”
Every Thursday, the incredible work you do to get Matrix Money will be doubled!!!
That’s right, 2 for the price of 1.

Save up quicker for your amazing bigger prizes at the Matrix Market.

Don’t miss out and make sure you are at school every Thursday to get this amazing reward.




School Wide Positive Behaviour-
News

In 2024, Sebastopol Primary School applied for a Bronze Award in School Wide Positive Behaviour
Support. This award signifies that a school has established the foundational elements of SWPBS
Tier 1 and achieved key fidelity measures. This typically includes having a current action plan, an
established team, and data collection on fidelity measures.

We are pleased to announce that we have successfully received the Bronze award and are

working towards Silver Award over the next few years.

ANZAC Day 2025

ANZAC Day 2025 at the Sebastopol Cenotaph.

Lest We Forget!

Our thanks to the Sebastopol RSL for leading the ANZAC service. Thank you to the school
students and families who were in attendance. Our Year 6 students were proud to lay the
wreath. We will remember them.




Thank you for supporting SPS

Amalfi Pizza DTC
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Principal’s Update and Insights

Prep/1 - Flynn Austin

For using a big cheerful voice to say “Good
Morning” when Mrs Lawes is marking the roll.

Prep/1 - Koby Kline

For great reading, segmenting and blending
words.

2/3 - Ryder Hateley

For having an excellent start to Term 2! Ryder
recently completed an excellent informative
writing piece on tigers.

2/3 - Markell Weetra

For always being a positive and kind member of
our classroom. Markell has been excelling in our
daily math reviews.

2/3 - Noah Lehan

For asking deep questions about cultural beliefs
during LOTE.

3/4 - Dakota Pacheco

Your focus and determination during maths.
Your knowledge of doubles has improved
because of your commitment. Well done,
Dakotal!

3/4 - Thomas Warner-Johns

For adding detail to your writing. It is so great
seeing your writing become more descriptive
and imaginative! Well done, Thomas!

4/5 - Lily Anderson

For being an upstander in our classroom and
having a great start to Term 2!

4/5 - Alex Holland

For having a settled start to the term and
demonstrating great listening skills in Music.

5/6 - Wyatt Williams

For showing excellent knowledge with
identifying prime and composite numbers.

5/6 - Toriana Denny

For writing an amazing Haiku poem about
ANZAC Day.

5/6 - Charlie Oliver

For writing an amazing Haiku poem about
ANZAC Day.

ANZAC Day Attendees

We would once again like to recognise and thank
our students who participated in the ANZAC Day
service at the Sebastopol Cenotaph.

Nell Browning
Amelia Relouw
Elena Birch

Oliver Gower
Jaxon Gower
Peggy De Carteret
Maeve McAdie
Willow McIntosh

BELL TIMES

8.50 am - Music Plays
9.00am School starts
11.00 - 11.10am Children eat Lunch
11.10 - 11.40 Lunch Break
1.40pm - 2.10pm Recess
3.10 Dismissal
Last day of Term 2.10pm Finish

2025 TERM DATES

Term 1 - 30th January to 4th April

Term 2 - 22nd April to 4th July
Term 3 - 21st July to 19th September
Term 4 - 6th October to 19th December




CatholicCare

, VICTORIA
& ’ Strengthening families & communilics

Family Wellbeing
Support Service

Sometimes families need extra support, especially during challenging times.

This program aims to improve the emotional health and wellbeing of the child/young person
and their family to build resilience, coping skills and increase participation in family, school and

community life.

Young people can face all sorts of pressures at school, with friends, or at home, which can lead to mental health
issues if they don't have the strategies or support to cope.

The Family Wellbeing Support Service works with children and young people before these pressures or issues
become overwhelming, to provide the strategies and support they need for mental and social wellbeing.

Our experienced and qualified practitioners work alongside schools, in groups, and one-to-one to deliver flexible
support and education focused on the needs of the child or young person.

Who is the Family Wellbeing Support Service
(FWSS) for?

+ Children and young people aged 0-18 years and
their families, living in the City of Melton, Bacchus
Marsh, City of Ballarat, Rural City of Mildura, or
Shepparton.

« Children or young people affected by, or at risk
of developing a mental illness later on in life
(i.e. displaying out of character behaviour, or
experiencing a stressful life event).

- Families experiencing stressful and challenging
circumstances such as family separation, a new
baby, transitioning to primary or secondary school,
or bereavement.

+ Young people leaving out-of-home care or who are
known to Child Protection (but not children under
the care of the child protection system).

+ Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families.

+ People from culturally and linguistically diverse
populations, including recently arrived migrants
and refugees.

BACCHUS MARSH & MELTON
237 Station Road Melton, VIC 3337
T(03) 9069 3210 | E FMHSS.Meltoni catholiccarevic.org.au

BALLARAT
4-6 Peel Street Nth, Ballasat, VIC 3350
T(03) 5337 8999 | EFMHSS.Ballarat@ catholiccarevic.org.au

How can a family access FWSS?

Families can be referred to FWSS by friends, family,
schools, or other community services.

Alternatively, families are welcome to self-refer by
contacting our FWSS team directly.

How does FWSS help?
FWSS provides a range of services including:
- long-term assistance, up to 12 months.

+ short-term assistance, up to six sessions within
three months.

- community engagement, education and
group work.

FWSS can liaise with other key agencies involved with
a family, such as school wellbeing, and our services
can be provided to families in their homes.

Learn more at www.catholiccarevic.org.au/fwss

MILDURA
136 Lime Avenue, Midura, ViC 3500
T(03) 50510000 | E FMiSS.Milduragicatholiccarevic.org.au

SHEPPARTON
68 Wyndham Street, Shepparton VIC 3630
T(03) 5820 0444 | E FMHSS Sheppartoni cathaliccarevic.org.au
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WORKSHOPS & PROGRAMS

CatholicCare

viCToRLA

Stress Busters!

Helping children to manage their emotions is important for a childs wellbeing.

This program helps primary school aged children to understand and manage their anxiety
and anger. Outcomes include improved concentration at school and better relationships
with family and friends. [Four-week program, Melton & Shepparton)

DRUMBEAT
DRUMBEAT* is a group program for children aged 10-14, using hand drumming to explore
) topics such as peer pressure, bullying, emotions, identity, belonging, social responsibility
f"' and teamwork. The program inereases confidence and self-esteem, and helps participants
build positive relationships with their peers, family and community. [Ter-week program)

Seasons for Growth

Seasons for Growth is an education program for children, young people or adults who
have experienced significant change or loss. This program provides people with a safe
space to come together and share their experiences. It is led by trained Companions and
can be run in schools, parishes and community and health care settings.

(Six-week program)

Girls Resilience

The Girls Resilience program assists girls to build resilience in their every day lives. In a
safe space for talking and listening, the program helps to build respectful relationships,
n increase self-confidence and self-esteem, knowledge of self-care and mental health, and

covers topics including LGETIOA+ and body image. (Eight-week program, Ballarat & Mildura)

Emotikids

Teaching kids how to deal with stroeng emotions from an early age can help to prevent or
mitigate mental health issues, and enable kids to identify when they need support.

The Emotikids program runs every school term, and is aimed at 5-7-year-old children who
are showing signs of increased worry or anger. (Six-week program, Melton & Sheppaorton)

Single-session workshops
We can adapt and/or combine our programs into a single-session workshop which suits
the needs of your community.

All programs are free of charge and can be adapted for your school, community or health centre. Please contact us to find out more.
WAL liccarewic.org.au
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Calendar of Events Term 2 2025

Sebastopol PS Term 2 2025 CALENDAR

Week Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
1 21 22 23 24 25
Apr Easter Monday Public 3:30 PLC Neuro-spicy group ANZAC Day Public
Holiday 3:30 Deep Culture 9.00AM Holiday
Numeracy MW & KL All
staff
28 29 30 1 2
Newsletter 2.40 Assembly
Apr / May Music Item Music / Choir item
Neuro-spicy group
9.00AM
3 5 6 7 8 9
May Neuro-spicy group
9.00AM
4 12 13 14 15 16
May Newsletter
LOTE Item 2.40 Assembly
Neuro-spicy group LOTE Item
9.00AM
5 19 20 21 22 23
May 6.30pm School Council National Simultaneous Neuro-spicy group
Storytime 9.00AM
Text: The Truck Cat
6 26 27 28 29 30
May Newsletter 2.40 Assembly
5-6 Item 5-6 Iltem
Neuro-spicy group
9.00AM
7 2 3 4 5 6
Jun Neuro-spicy group
9.00AM
8 9 10 11 12 13
Jun King’s Birthday Public PUPIL-FREE Newsletter 2.40 Assembly
Holiday Report Writing 4-5 Item 4-5 Item
Neuro-spicy group
9.00AM
9 16 17 18 19 20
Jun 6.30 School Council Neuro-spicy group
9.00AM
10 23 24 25 26 27
Jun 8:00 Leadership Newsletter 2:30 Assembly
3-4 Item 3-4 ltem
Neuro-spicy group
9.00AM
11 30 1 2 3 4
Jun - Jul Reports sent home Neuro-spicy group 1:40 Assembly

9.00AM

2:10 End of Term Finish
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