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Winter is Coming: Supporting Our Students and Families Through the Season 

As the crisp air settles in and Ballarat transitions into the cooler months, 
we at Sebastopol Primary School are mindful of the unique challenges 
winter can present for our students and their families. From health 
concerns to maintaining engagement and well-being, it's essential we work 
together to ensure our children continue to thrive. 
Winter often brings an uptick in colds, flu, and other respiratory illnesses. 
To help keep our community healthy: 

• Practice Good Hygiene: Encourage regular handwashing and 
proper cough etiquette. 

• Dress Appropriately: Layer clothing to keep children warm during outdoor activities. 

• Monitor Health: Keep children at home if they exhibit signs of illness to prevent 
spreading infections. 

 
Shorter days and colder weather can impact children's mood and energy levels. To support 
their well-being: 

• Encourage Physical Activity: Even indoor exercises or short outdoor play can boost 
mood and health. 
• Create a Cozy Learning Environment: Set up a comfortable space at home for reading 
and homework. 

• Stay Connected: Engage in family activities like board games or storytelling to 
strengthen bonds. 

 
We understand that winter can bring additional pressures. If your family needs assistance with 
uniforms, food items or other support, please reach out to our school office.  

SEBASTOPOL PRIMARY SCHOOL Warreen Street, Sebastopol Victoria 3356 

Phone: 03 5335 8157 Email: sebastopol.ps@education.vic.gov.au  

Website: www.sebasps.vic.edu.au 

Facebook:  SebastopolPrimarySchool 

SEBASTOPOL PRIMARY SCHOOL  
We are READY TO LEARN when we are; 

RESPECTFUL, RESPONSIBLE & SAFE 
ISSUE NO. 6 15th MAY 2025 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

16th May Choir Excursion 10.00am. 
21st May National Simultaneous Storytime - The Truck Cat. 
22nd May Neuro-spicy Group 9.00am, every Thursday at 9.00am at school. 
30th May Assembly 2.40pm 5-6 Item. 
9th June Kings Birthday Holiday. 
10th June Report Writing Day - PUPIL FREE. 
13th June Assembly 2.40pm 4-5 Item. 
16th June School Council 6.30pm. 
27th June Assembly 2.40pm 3-4 Item. 
4th July Last Day of Term 2, Assembly 1.40pm Dismissal 2.10pm. 
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Acting Principal  

My thanks to Wil Juarez for stepping up as 

Acting Principal during my recent Carers Leave.  

I now have another new Grand Baby, Willowyn 

Joy Frances, who arrived five weeks early at 

Bendigo Hospital on May 3 weighing 3.1kg. My 

thanks to Wil Juarez for his time as acting 

principal, and to all staff for their support during 

my leave. 

 

Mother’s Day  

My best wishes to the Mothers, Grandmothers, 

Great Grandmothers and special adults who 

support our students. I hope someone in your 

family acknowledged how important you are last 

Sunday.  

My mother, Margaret Joy Wilson 87 years 

young, was thrilled to have a cuddle with new 

great granddaughter, Maeve Lucy O’Leary 

(cousin of Willowyn) on Sunday and we all felt 

that little Maeve knew how special her Great 

Grandmother is.  

 

Building Works at Sebastopol PS 

Next week you will notice some changes in the 

car park area as the builders set up a secure 

work area. The installation of the new fence will 

commence on 26th May, with work continuing 

through until September. The works include 

removal of small trees, demolition of current 

fencing, trench digging and installation of new 

fencing and gates. We will keep you updated; 

however there will be changes to carpark access 

during this time.  

 

Staffing  

Ian Forrester is now ongoing at Sebastopol 

Primary School. Ian is working in the Tutor 

Learning Initiative and Wellbeing Hub programs 

for the remainder of the year. It is terrific that 

our students have this additional support from 

such an experienced educator.  

Kym and Bruce will be taking some leave over 

the next 2 weeks. We hope that have a great 

time. We will do our best to ensure our 

community can contact the school office as 

needed during Kym’s leave. Please continue to 

use Compass to report absences and please 

continue to ensure student arrive at school on 

time, before 9am.  

 

 

Thanking you  

Michelle Wilson, principal.  

 

SEBASTOPOL PRIMARY SCHOOL 
DOUBLE MATRIX THURSDAYS 

 
Come one, come all to the official Sebasto-
pol Primary School “Double Matrix Thurs-

days.”  
Every Thursday, the incredible work you do 

to get Matrix Money will be doubled!!! 
That’s right, 2 for the price of 1. 

Save up quicker for your amazing bigger 
prizes at the Matrix Market.  

Don’t miss out and make sure you are at 

school every Thursday to get this amazing 

reward. 

Principal’s Update and Insights 
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Enrolments Open for Prep 2026 

New statewide timeline for Foundation (Prep)  
The first year of primary school is called Foundation or Prep. We have released the Foundation enrolment timeline for all 
Victorian government primary schools to follow (see page 3). The timeline aims to help you understand when and how to 
enrol your child into Foundation for the 2026 school year.  

When should I enrol my child in their first year of primary school? 
Your child must be 5 years old by 30 April in the year that they start school. 

Schooling is compulsory for children who have turned 6 years old. 

To enrol your child in a Victorian government primary school for the 2026 school year, submit an enrolment application to 

the school by 25 July 2025. 

How do I enrol my child in their first year of primary school? 
We welcome all prospective families and invite you to contact our school Sebastopol Primary School to book a 

school tour or to learn more about our school and the enrolment application process.  

Collect the enrolment information pack from the school office. 

Submit the form for Foundation by Friday 25 July 2025. 

Take part in enrolment information and transition sessions during Term 4 2025. 

Your child will start Foundation from Monday 3rd February 2026. 
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 Principal for the Day! 

Congratulations to Liliana, Nell, Peggy, Tommy and Evie for displaying excellent School Wide 
Positive Behaviour and using their Matrix Money to be Principal for the Day! 
Tommy and Evie used their Principal responsibilities to restock our prizes for the Matrix Market 
and the girls were on the hunt for our items to reward the Mothers and special people in our 
lives. No Principal for the Day outing isn’t complete without a quick treat and a stop at the 
nearest playground.  
Thankyou to our amazing future Principals for always displaying our school values Respect, 

Responsibility and Safety inside and outside of the school community.  
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Attendance Requirements 

Setting up good attendance patterns and addressing attendance issues promptly can lead to future 

success and help your child feel more engaged and connected at school. 

Here are some ideas which may assist you in supporting your child to attend school: 

• Talk to your child about school and the importance of attending every day. You can ask them 

how they feel about school, what interests them or if they are having any difficulties. Some 

problems to look out for include: 

• Encourage and celebrate good attendance habits with your child, including arriving at school 

on time every day. 

• Set a good example. Show them how you keep to your own commitments.  

• Encourage your child to take on hobbies at school that they enjoy such as sports and clubs. 

This will help them develop positive relationships outside of the classroom setting and can 

help your child feel part of a group, important to the school, and more motivated.  

• Help your child maintain daily routines such as finishing homework and getting a good 

night’s sleep. 

• Help them pack their school bag the night before with everything they need.  

• Have a set time for breakfast. 

• Plan for your child to meet with a friend so they can travel to school together.  

 
Remember, Every day counts. Act early if you are concerned about your child ’s attendance and 

contact their school to discuss how you can work together to support positive attendance. 
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Thank you for Supporting SPS 
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Prep/1 - Ryder Kellett 

For always trying his best and always being kind 
and caring to others. 

Prep/1 - Dylan Johns 

For being a great learner and always being kind 
and caring to others. 

2/3 - Carla Smith 

For persisting through a difficult maths task and 
being proud of herself when she mastered the 
concept of 2 digit and 3 digit numbers in 
expanded form. 

2/3 - Vanessa Lalic 

For always trying her best at school and 
persisting through difficult tasks. 

3/4 - Mishel Sami Syeda 

For her excellent Water Park poster. It would 
certainly convince me to attend the park! 

3/4 - Meeka Fish  

For her dedication to learning about clocks and 
telling time in Maths. 

4/5 - Cooper Canham 

For demonstrating consistent respect towards 
others both in the classroom and outside during 
play. 

4/5 - Chloe Garvin 

For enthusiastically participates in class 
discussions, often with good, thoughtful 
answers.  

5/6 - Kyzell Weetra 

For showing excellent determination in reading. 

5/6 - Amelia Relouw 

For creating excellent sentence starters in her 
information report. 

5/6 - Elena Birch 

For demonstrating an excellent knowledge in 
fractions. 

 

Student Recognition Awards 

 

SEBASTOPOL PRIMARY SCHOOL 
$50 MATRIX TUESDAYS 

 
Every Tuesday, one lucky student will be 

randomly selected for a $50 Matrix money  
prize. 

To enter all you need to do to enter is be at 
school on that Tuesday!! 

That’s right, $50 to spend at the Matrix Market 
on Fridays. 

Don’t miss out and make sure you are at school 

every Tuesday to get this amazing reward. 

Congratulations to Brooklyn who won this 

weeks prize and Emily who won last weeks 

prize. 
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Protect Your Family this Flu Season 

The flu can be very serious, especially for children. 
That’s why annual flu vaccination is 
recommended for everyone aged 6 months and 
over. The flu vaccine helps reduce the risk of 
severe illness and protects not only your child, but 
the wider school/kinder/childcare community. It’s 
important that you keep your child home if they 
are feeling unwell. Symptoms like a sore throat, 
cough, or runny nose can spread illnesses to 
others. The vaccine is free for eligible groups, 
including: • Children aged 6 months to under 5 
years • Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people aged 6 months and older • Adults aged 65 
and over • Pregnant women • People with 
medical conditions that increase the risk of severe 
flu You can book a flu vaccination through your 
local immunisation provider. While the vaccine is 
free for eligible high-risk groups, there may be an 
administration fee—check with your healthcare 
provider. For more information, visit 
my.gh.org.au/flu. Let’s work together to keep our 
school/kinder/childcare community healthy this 
winter!  
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Sebastopol PS Term 2 2025 CALENDAR  
 

 Week Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

1 
Apr 

  

21 
Easter Monday Public 
Holiday 

22 
3:30 PLC 

23 
  
3:30 Deep Culture 
Numeracy MW & KL All 
staff 

24 
Neuro-spicy group 
9.00AM 

25 
ANZAC Day Public 
Holiday 
  
 

2 

Apr / May 
  
  

28 
  

29 
  

30 
  
  
  

1 
Newsletter 
Music Item 
Neuro-spicy group 
9.00AM 

2 
2.40 Assembly 
Music / Choir item 

3 
May 

  
 

5 
  

6 
 

7 
  

8 
Neuro-spicy group 
9.00AM 
  

9 
  
  
  

4 
May 

  
  

12 
  
  
  
  

13 
  

14 
 

15 
Newsletter 
LOTE  Item 
Neuro-spicy group 
9.00AM 

16 
  
2.40 Assembly 
LOTE  Item 
  

5 
May 

  

19 
  
  

20 
 

21 
National Simultaneous 
Storytime 
Text: The Truck Cat 
  
  

22 
Neuro-spicy group 
9.00AM 
  

23 
 

6 
May 

26 
  
  

27 
 

28 
  
  

29 
Newsletter 
5-6 Item  
Neuro-spicy group 
9.00AM 

30 
2.40 Assembly 
5-6 Item 

7 
Jun 

  
  
  

2 
  

3 
  

4 
  

5 
Neuro-spicy group 
9.00AM 

6 
  

8 
Jun 

  

9 
King’s Birthday Public 
Holiday 
  

10 
PUPIL-FREE 
Report Writing 

11 
  

12 
Newsletter 
4-5  Item  
Neuro-spicy group 
9.00AM 

13 
2.40 Assembly 
4-5  Item 

9 
Jun 

16 
6.30 School Council 

17 
 

18 

 
  

19 
Neuro-spicy group 
9.00AM 

20 

10 
Jun 

  

23 24 
8:00 Leadership  

25 26 
Newsletter 
3-4 Item  
Neuro-spicy group 
9.00AM 

27 
2:30 Assembly 
3-4 Item 
  

11 
Jun - Jul 

30 1 2 
Reports sent home 

3 
Neuro-spicy group 
9.00AM 

4 
1:40 Assembly 
2:10 End of Term Finish 

Calendar of Events Term 2 2025 


