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SEBASTOPOL PRIMARY SCHOOL
We are READY TO LEARN when we are;
RESPECTFUL, RESPONSIBLE & SAFE
ISSUE NO. 7 12th JUNE 2025

It’s hard to believe, but we’re already looking ahead to 2026! Prep enrolments are now
open, and we encourage families to get in early. If you have a little one ready to start
school next year — or know someone who does — please contact the office to arrange a
tour or information session.

Our Year 4/5 students have been diving deep into their learning with enthusiasm and
creativity. Their latest classroom project has sparked fantastic discussions, teamwork, and
critical thinking. Keep an eye out for a the piece from them in this newsletter.

We were thrilled to welcome players from the AFLW for a special visit! Their energy,
encouragement, and powerful messages about teamwork and resilience lit up the school.

The students were all smiles — and may have picked up a few new footy tricks too!

A huge congratulations to our Students of the Week — your efforts, kindness, and
dedication do not go unnoticed. We are so proud of the role models you are becoming.

Stay warm, stay connected, and keep smiling — we certainly are!

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

12th June Neuro-spicey Group 9am
13th June Assembly 2.40pm

16th June School Council 6.30pm BOOk CIUb
19th June Neuro-spicey Group 9am \\f A ~N;
26th June Neuro-spicey Group 9am s ST ARED%

27th June Student School Celebration Day 3

2nd July School Reports Available S 74
3rd July Neuro-spicey Group 9am ) )4

= N A~

4th July Last Day Term 2 - Wear your PJ’s to School SCHOLASTIC TEeelA(®lists
Assembly 1.40pm

Dismissal 2.10pm

SEBASTOPOL PRIMARY SCHOOL Warreen Street, Sebastopol Victoria 3356
Phone: 03 5335 8157 Email: sebastopol.ps@education.vic.gov.au
Website: www.sebasps.vic.edu.au
Facebook: SebastopolPrimarySchool




Principal’s Update and Insights

Building Works at Sebastopol PS

| am pleased to let you know that the building
works have begun on the school building roof
and drainage. Next week the fence work will
commence starting with the Warreen Street
boundary. Please be aware that there may be
changes to access to the ‘drop off zone’ and
carpark. We will keep you updated.

Thank you

Many thanks for supporting our Report Writing
Day on 10™ June. This time has allowed our
teaching team to focus on the Mid Year reports
ready for distribution via Compass on 2 July.
Victorian Government Schools
Conference 2025

| had a valuable two days of learning with over

Principal

3000 of my colleagues in Melbourne last week. |

took lots of notes and had many great

conversations sharing our schools achievements

and challenges. My thanks to Wil for filling in as

acting principal during my time at the

conference.

Some of the main points covered at the

conference included:

e Sonja Hood, the North
Melbourne Football Club highlighted that the

work we do every day in schools forges the

President of

human experience for our children. Schools
are the most important connective places for
many kids.
e Recruitment in schools is a challenge in
terms of teachers, leadership roles and
Officer

schools are functioning without a complete

Education Support roles. Many
workforce and this impacts on students and
the workload of those currently in schools.
staffed,

although from time to time we are short

Fortunately, our school is well

staffed due to illness and planned leave.

e The role of tertiary institutions to train
teachers so they are ready for the role in a
classroom. The complex teaching role

requires expert knowledge in the science of

learning both Numeracy and Literacy as well
as being fully equipped to support positive
health

education so that all students can engage

student mental and inclusive
and thrive in our schools.

e Child Safety in schools. There have been
many changes in the last decade as we all
have a duty of care for children. It is vital
that we share knowledge, talk openly with
children about bodily knowledge, and build
and maintain trust in a school setting. Our
awareness and  responsiveness  have
improved and it is vital that our schools
continue to lead with care and courage in
this area by being open and transparent.
Sadly, the average time for a person to
disclose abuse is 20 years.

e The new Racism Policy was released which
addresses the need for students from all
cultures to be treated with respect, equity
and inclusion. See further details in the
newsletter.

¢ And a reason for optimism. The top 5 trusted
occupations are Doctor 66%, Teachers 60%,
followed by scientists, restraint staff and
police!

| look forward to seeing you at assembly on

Friday 13" June at 2:40pm. Stay warm and keep

reading.

Thanking you

Michelle Wilson, principal.




Classroom Item - Year 4/5

Over the past few weeks, the Year 4/5 class has been exploring different parts of Australia
through our inquiry unit.

We began close to home, researching local areas such as Sebastopol and Ballarat. Students
gathered interesting facts and presented their findings in colourful and creative posters.

From there, we expanded our focus to include other locations across Victoria, such as
Melbourne, Bendigo, Frankston, Echuca, and Dimboola. In small groups, students investigated a
range of information including population, average annual rainfall, temperature ranges, when the
area was established, interesting facts, and local tourist attractions. They also located these
places on a blank map of Victoria.

More recently, we have turned our attention to Australia as a whole. Students identified the
states and territories, along with their capital cities, and labelled them on a blank map. They then
researched key information about Australia and each state/territory—this included population
data, climate, significant facts, tourist destinations, and details about First Nations peoples.

Students have shown great curiosity and teamwork throughout the unit, and it has been
wonderful to see their knowledge grow!

Bec Matson

Grade 4/5 Teacher

Sebastopol Primary School

TRIVIA NIGHT

“Friday 25" July

Venue : Sebastopol Bowling Club
Doors open 7pm for 7:30pm start

. Sﬂent
Great Prizes to be Won Alction,

For more info email sebaspsvolunteers@gmail.com
Tickets Available at http://www.trybooking.com/DBHBD




AFLW School Visit

Last Friday 6" June as part of the AFLW Community Camp in the Goldfields region, Sebastopol
Primary School hosted a school visit with the Western Bulldogs AFLW team. Our young people had a
wonderful opportunity to engage with AFLW stars up close. The visit saw players #3 Isabella Grant,
#6 Maggie Gorham & #27 Lauren Ahrens take part in a Q&A session where students asked questions.
There was then an interactive “kick to kick” session where students played football with the players,
got autographs and had photo opportunities. It was very exciting at the end when AFL staff member,
David Alderuccio presented our school with a bag of footballs for future use in our Physical Education
classes. Our Sport captains gratefully received them on behalf of the school.

The 10" NAB AFLW premiership season is set to commence in the week of August 11, 2025 and will
see each side play 12 games over 12 weeks. As women and girls participation continues to grow each
year with an aim for one million participants by 2033, it’'s more important than ever for our AFLW
players to connect with local communities and new audiences. The 2025 NAB AFLW season is set to
commence in the week of August 11, 2025 and will see each side play 12 games over 12 weeks.

Kate Landry
PE Teacher




Enrolments Open for Prep 2026

New statewide timeline for Foundation (Prep)

The first year of primary school is called Foundation or Prep. We have released the Foundation enrolment timeline for all
Victorian government primary schools to follow (see page 3). The timeline aims to help you understand when and how to
enrol your child into Foundation for the 2026 school year.

When should | enrol my child in their first year of primary school?

Your child must be 5 years old by 30 April in the year that they start school.

Schooling is compulsory for children who have turned 6 years old.

To enrol your child in a Victorian government primary school for the 2026 school year, submit an enrolment application to
the school by 25 July 2025.

How do | enrol my child in their first year of primary school?

We welcome all prospective families and invite you to contact our school Sebastopol Primary School to book a
school tour or to learn more about our school and the enrolment application process.

Collect the enrolment information pack from the school office.
Submit the form for Foundation by Friday 25 July 2025.
Take part in enrolment information and transition sessions during Term 4 2025.

Your child will start Foundation from Monday 3rd February 2026.




Preventing Racism in Schools

At Sebastopol Primary School we value the diversity of culture, ethnicity, and faith of all our
students. We are proud of our diversity, and everyone is welcome at our school.

Celebrating the diversity of our community makes us stronger, kinder and more innovative. We are
committed to making sure that students from all backgrounds feel accepted, supported and able to
learn.

We teach all students according to our school values and teach the respectful relationships
framework. This includes education around diversity and inclusion.

To achieve our values and aims, everyone at Sebastopol Primary School plays an important role.
This week, we have reminded students of our values of Pride, Respect, Safety and Ready to Learn
and the importance of using these in everything we do.

To help us make Sebastopol Primary School a place where everyone feels welcome, respected and
supported, we encourage you to also speak to your child about these values, as well as the
importance of:

e understanding that we celebrate diversity and multicultural inclusion.

e understanding the importance of everyone at school being treated with respect.

For more information, please see
Racism: talking with children and teens, Raising Children Network.

We expect families to also display our school values when dealing with other members of our
school community.

SEBASTOPOL PRIMARY SCHOOL SEBASngI?(I)Jé’ll}IMARY
DOUBLE MATRIX THURSDAYS §50 MATRIX TULSDAYS

Come one, come all to the official Sebastopol

. ) Every Tuesday, one lucky student will be
Primary School “Double Matrix Thursdays.”

randomly selected for a $50 Matrix money

Every Thursday, the incredible work you do to
get Matrix Money will be doubled!!!
That’s right, 2 for the price of 1.

Save up quicker for your amazing bigger prizes
at the Matrix Market.

Don’t miss out and make sure you are at school
every Thursday to get this amazing reward.

prize.
To enter all you need to do to enter is be at
school on that Tuesday!!
That’s right, $50 to spend at the Matrix Market
on Fridays.
Don’t miss out and make sure you are at school
every Tuesday to get this amazing reward.



https://raisingchildren.net.au/teens/family-life/teens-racism/racism-talking-with-children-teenagers

Mental Health in Primary Schools

Hello, I'm Kate Landry and | am truly pleased to have secured a position at Sebastopol Primary School
this year as a PE & LOTE specialist teacher. I've had a variety of work experiences and have taught
across all year levels from prep to year 12. Outside of school, | enjoy spending time with my four
children and have a keen interest in travelling, dance and fitness. One of my strengths in teaching is
storytelling which helps me engage students and find valuable teachable moments. I'm really
approachable so feel free to come and say hi anytime!

I’'m excited to share that | have recently taken on an additional new role at our school as a Mental
Health and Wellbeing Leader (MHWL) to implement a whole-school approach to mental health and
wellbeing. The Victorian Government is providing $200 million over four years and $93.7 million
ongoing to expand the Mental Health in Primary Schools program to every government and low fee
non-government primary school in Victoria. The program is based on a successful pilot created in
partnership between the Department of Education, Murdoch Children’s Research Institute and
University of Melbourne.

This opportunity allows me to contribute in new ways and support our students and staff even more
effectively. The role builds the capacity of school staff to:

o identify mental health concerns in the classroom

e improve referral pathways for students requiring further assessment

e implement effective mental health strategies in-classroom.

| look forward to using my knowledge of the in-classroom experience to complement the school’s
existing wellbeing team and working with everyone to create a positive and engaging learning

environment. Mental Health and Wellbeing
Leader Role

& I

Build staff ::;c;::ee for
capacit;
Py student voices Re::_':"l‘e':e’::
evidence-based
strategies.

Con‘b'llflmmexisﬁng
wellbeing teams Mental
ﬁﬁﬁ Health and :%F:
Kate Landry Wellbdelng
. Leader
Mental Health Wellbeing Leader referat pathinys
@ Promote a
whole-school
Collaborate EPICESD
and coordinate —_
mental health —
support




National Sorry Day and National
Reconciliation Week

We have paused to acknowledge two
significant events in Australia’s journey
toward healing and unity: National Sorry Day
(26 May) and National Reconciliation Week

(27May -3 June). S THIS WEEK AND EVERY WEEK.
National Sorry Day is a time to remember and
reflect on the mistreatment of Aboriginal and
Torres Straight Islander peoples, particularly the Stolen Generations, those who were forcibly removed
from their families and communities. We honour their strength, resilience and enduring connection to
culture, land and family. It is also a time to acknowledge the profound impact this history continues to
have today.

National Reconciliation Week, with the theme “Bridging now to Next”,
4 emphasises the connection between the past, present and future and calls on
o, all Australians to work together in the spirit of truth-telling, justice and
healing. It is a time to learn, reflect and take meaningful action toward a more
equitable and respectful future for all. Reconciliation must live in the hearts,
minds and actions of all Australians as we move forward with the learnings of
the past creating a nation strengthened by respectful relationships between the wider Australian
community and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

LOTE classes had meaningful learning, reflection and celebration in our classroom.

The Koori Club distributed Indigenous art ribbons to all students to mark the occasion.

Kate Landry




BALLARAT & SURROUNDS
ALL GIRLS 5 WEEK PROGRAMS

AFLW Player Visits attendiong as part of the AFLW Community Camp

Grass stans ae guerantend at NAB AR Auskick An
NUooductory progeam 9 Austraian njes foothel teec g

gulls theough fun sctvites and awn games

Ballarat & Surrounds ALL Girls Auskick
Thursday's 4:15 PM - 5:15 PM

Starting 29" May - Brown Hil Rec Reserve
AFLW Westem Bulidogs Players attending 5® June session

Leved up your siolis with modified matoh play n weekly
sessons. NAB AFL Supedock & tackde-free and great for
Ausiock grads and newtees

Ballarat & Surrounds ALL Girls SUPERKICK
Thursday's 415 PM - 5:15 PM

Starting 29" May - Brown Hill Rec Reserve
AFLW Western Bulldogs Players sttending 5™ June session




Professional Learning

Our Education Support Officer Team, along with leadership and our
Casual Relief Teacher had a wellbeing morning while our teachers were
report writing.

We had a delicous breakfast together
followed by wonderful immersive
experience at the Peridak Art Gallery. It
was wonderful to reconnect with Jo in
her new role at the gallery and to meet
Nicole and Daen. The gallery is a
significant addition to the Arts in
Ballarat. The number of First Nation
Artists from Wadawurrung country
exhibited was extraordinary and in
many forms. Badac Cultural Education
Centre

Thank you to the school community for
supporting our professional learning and student reporting.
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Thank you for

supporting SPS

Amalfi Pizza DTC

SYLSMA hire

Bytsma Hire

<SPIAND BAR

The Piano Bar
Table 48

MOPA - Geelong

Mr Jasper Says

(CHIPMUNKS |

Playland & Café
Chipmunks - Ballarat

Avalon Nursery

55

Ringin's Butcher

Mesh and Masonary

I.D
AR

Har Identity Studio

L
F o

Badirdt Indoor Go-Kans and Laserforce

Il

Amalfi Pizza Wendouree

Bibo

Cafe / Restaurant

Bibi Cafe/ Restaurant

The Crafly Squirred

Ballarat Wildlife Park

Springhill Farm

Springhill Farm

McDonalds - Ballarat

vy

S

Guzman Y Gomez

CPA

Creatve Play Arts Centre

=

SY VSl

South Side Synerg!
e

Museums Victoria

IL,

Liquoriand - Sebastopol

 THE PANCAKE
RITCHEN

LoveLy !

The Pancake Kitchen
[KRYA],
GASTLE
Kryal Castie

——

«Sc‘xllarall\quauc

A

Balarat Aguatic Centre

KELLY
SPORTS

Kelly Sports - Bakarat

Darrell Lea - Ballarat

CARBONIS

[T -.IIY!I.-

Carboni's Italian Kitchen

Vovseet

Navigators Nursery

The Market Hoted

G1

COLF Il_( WUSE

The Golf House Hotel

Sew Dam Specal

Curbzide Cafe

Bo

The Bote-O
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Central Kindergarten Registration

Have you thought
about kindergarten?

In Victoriq, children can start kindergarten at 3 years old,
which means two years of free kindergarten before school.

Registering for kindergarten

« Register your child from the January of the year they
turn 2 years old for both 3-and 4-year-old kindergarten.

« Select up to three preferences.

« Registration is free, and you can change your preferences
and update your details at any time.

« Reqgistrations for free kindergarten are accepted
thrDughDut the year.

simply scan the QR code or
visit ballarat.vic.gov.au/kindergarten

Do you have questions or need support?
Please contact Family and Children’s Services

Q\D 5320 5720 [ kindergarten@ballarat.vic.gov.au
Translation services are available.

i By OQ oo
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Students of the Week

Prep/1 - Dean Brody

For wonderful segmenting and blending words
when reading.

Prep/1 - Maddison Burrows

For always trying your best and being a
wonderful helper.

Prep/1 - Oakley Webster

For consistently suggesting words with the
required middle and ending sounds.

Prep/1 - Mamur Kocmor

For a wonderful start at Sebastopol Primary
School.

2/3 - Evie Guymer

For producing an excellent writing piece that
highlights all the correct components of an
information report.

2/3 - Mia-Lee Burrows

For showing excellent growth on a recent
reading assessment.

3/4 - Thomas Kozzia

For a wonderful start at Sebastopol Primary
School.

4/5 - Georgia Lehan

For consistently neat handwriting across all
subject areas, including maths, inquiry, writing
and spelling.

4/5 - Nate Mitchem

For showing great improvement in his
perseverance during class activities.

5/6 - Aluk Yor

For a wonderful start at Sebastopol Primary
School.

Protect yourself and

Healthy habits help
stop the spread of flu

Washhands  _gge

regularly
Cover coughs a
and sneezes 4

Stay home if O\
unwell 2

=y Grampians

S( Health
Grampians Public
Health Unit

CQ my.gh.org.au/flu)

BELL TIMES

8.50 am - Music Plays
9.00am School starts
11.00 - 11.10am Children eat Lunch
11.10-11.40 Lunch Break
1.40pm - 2.10pm Recess
3.10 Dismissal
Last day of Term 2.10pm Finish

2025 TERM DATES

Term 1 - 30th January to 4th April

Term 2 - 22nd April to 4th July
Term 3 - 21st July to 19th September
Term 4 - 6th October to 19th December

13



Calendar of Events Term 2 2025

Sebastopol PS Term 2 2025 CALENDAR

Week Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
1 21 22 23 24 25
Apr Easter Monday Public 3:30 PLC Neuro-spicy group ANZAC Day Public
Holiday 3:30 Deep Culture 9.00AM Holiday
Numeracy MW & KL All
staff
28 29 30 1 2
Newsletter 2.40 Assembly
Apr / May Music Item Music / Choir item
Neuro-spicy group
9.00AM
3 5 6 7 8 9
May Neuro-spicy group
9.00AM
4 12 13 14 15 16
May Newsletter
LOTE Item 2.40 Assembly
Neuro-spicy group LOTE Item
9.00AM
5 19 20 21 22 23
May 6.30pm School Council National Simultaneous Neuro-spicy group
Storytime 9.00AM
Text: The Truck Cat
6 26 27 28 29 30
May Newsletter 2.40 Assembly
5-6 Item 5-6 Item
Neuro-spicy group
9.00AM
7 2 3 4 5 6
Jun Neuro-spicy group
9.00AM
8 9 10 11 12 13
Jun King’s Birthday Public PUPIL-FREE Newsletter 2.40 Assembly
Holiday Report Writing 4-5 Item 4-5 Item
Neuro-spicy group
9.00AM
9 16 17 18 19 20
Jun 6.30 School Council Neuro-spicy group
9.00AM
10 23 24 25 26 27
Jun 8:00 Leadership Newsletter 2:30 Assembly
3-4 Item 3-4 Item
Neuro-spicy group
9.00AM
11 30 1 2 3 4
Jun - Jul Reports sent home Neuro-spicy group 1:40 Assembly

9.00AM

2:10 End of Term Finish
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