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SEBASTOPOL PRIMARY SCHOOL  
We are READY TO LEARN when we are; 
RESPECTFUL, RESPONSIBLE & SAFE 
INFORMUS NO. 20          October 15th 2020 

 

 

 

Student Leadership  
 

Year 3/4/5 created a tabloid activity circuit for the P/1/2 class. Great fun was had 
by all and the older students did a great job supporting our youngest students.  

NOTICES:  

 
Parent Opinion Survey Letter 

SEBASTOPOL PRIMARY SCHOOL Warreen Street, Sebastopol Victoria 3356 

Phone: 03 5335 8157 Fax:  5335 9173 Email: sebastopol.ps@education.vic.gov.au  

Website: www.sebasps.vic.edu.au 

Facebook:  SebastopolPrimarySchool 



Fri 16th Oct  Canteen 

Tues 20th Oct  Police in Schools 

Thurs 22nd Oct Bookclub Orders  

   due back 

Fri 23rd Oct  AFL Public Holiday 

Tues 27th Oct  School Council Meeting 

Wed 28th Oct  Prep Transition 

Fri 30th Oct  Canteen 

Fri 30th Oct  World Teachers Day 

   Book Week 

Mon 2nd Nov  Pupil Free Day 

Tues 3rd Nov  Public Holiday 

Wed 4th Nov  Prep Transition 

Fri 6th Nov  Canteen 

Mon 9th Nov  School Photos  

Wed 11th Nov  Prep Transition 

Fri 13th Nov  Canteen 

Tues 17th Nov  Police in Schools 

Wed 18th Nov  Prep Transition 

Fri 20th Nov  Canteen 

Mon 23rd Nov  School Captains Open 

Wed 25th Nov  Prep Transition 

Fri 27th Nov  Canteen 

Fri 27th Nov  School Captains Close 

Tues 1st Dec  School Council  

Wed 2nd Dec  School Captain Interview 

Fri 4th Dec  Canteen 

Fri 4th Dec  School Captain Speeches 

Tues 8th Dec  State Transition Day TBC 

Wed 9th Dec  Yr 6 Graduation Lunch 

Fri 11th Dec  Canteen 

Wed 16th Dec  Reports go Home 

Thurs 17th Dec Assembly 1.30 

   Last Day of Term 4  

Coming up in Term 4 

 
 
 
Charlotte Keays - P/2W 
For working hard on challenging 
maths questions and taking on 
feedback. 
 

 
 
 
Mason Walker - P/2W 
For working hard to write by 
himself 
 

 
 
 
Holly White - 3/5L 
For fabulous work with addition 
algorithms. 
 
 
 
 
 
Sean Smyth - 3/5L 
For fabulous work with addition 
algorithms. 
 
 
 
 
Jaxson Ainsley - 5/6P 
For excellent work on his 
historical recount. 
 
 
 
 
 
Serena Shelby - 5/6P 
For amazing results in her 
reading tasks. 
 
 
 

 
 

Student Recognition Awards 



 

PRINCIPALS MESSAGE 

Principal’s Message  
 
Scholarship News! 

Serena Shelby Year 6, has been awarded an Academic 

Scholarship for Phoenix Community College. This is in 

addition to her Community Scholarship for Phoenix Col-

lege. We are so proud of Serena and we can’t wait to see 

what she achieves at Phoenix in 2021.  

 

Parent Opinion Survey 2020  

We have a very high opinion of our parents and the way 

you have supported remote flexible learning in 2020. 

Please make sure you click on the survey link provided in 

the newsletter and give us your opinion on the 2020 school 

year at Sebastopol Primary School. We value your feed-

back and perspectives. 

 

Sun Safe Hats  

All students require a sun safe hat for Term 4. This is a 

broad brim or bucket hat. They are available from the of-

fice for $10 or you can wear a spare hat from home. Stu-

dents without a sun safe hat will be required to remain in 

the shade during first break and spend time in a classroom 

during the second break. Please support our students by 

making sure they have an appropriate hat so they are sun 

safe.  

 
School Attendance  

We need to follow DET Child Safe Procedures and Poli-

cies.  Please ensure that students arrive at school in the 

morning between 8:40 and 8:55am. We have had several 

students being dropped off as early as 8:20am. This is too 

early for safe supervision as staff are preparing for the day 

ahead. If you require an early drop off please contact Chris-

tie or myself and students can be signed in via the office 

and wait there safely until 8:40am.  

We also need to remind parents that unless children have 

COVID-19 symptoms, they need to be at school each day. 

We are focusing on positive attendance in Term 4.  

 

School Laptops, Chargers and Mini Modems  

Please return loaned items to school so that students can 

use the devices at school. There are still some outstanding 

items. A number of these were a loan from DET and we 

must return them ASAP.  

 

Home reading  

Please prioritise time for reading together every day and 

may a plan to decrease screen time. A number of children 

have decreased their reading fluency and comprehension 

during remote learning. Some children are now presenting 

at school as overly tired from to excessive screen time due 

to playing games with friends and oversees contacts until 

very late at night. The blue light from a devise delays the 

onset of sleep. Please set children up with device free bed-

rooms and hard copy books.   Children need 10—12 hours’ 

sleep per night. Be tough and ensure this happens so that 

your children can be at their best during schooling hours. 

We do not allow our children to chat to unknown people in 

the street, at the park or shopping centre, so please be 

aware of who your children are talking to online. Please 

refer to www.cybersafetyforkids for further details.  

 
Thunderstorm Asthma – updated Asthma Action Plans 

requested 

More than ever before, this year it is important for families 

and students to manage any hay fever or asthma symptoms, 

as these conditions can produce symptoms that are similar 

to coronavirus (COVID-19) such as a runny nose, cough or 

shortness of breath. This similarity is likely to cause chal-

lenges in differentiating between coronavirus (COVID-19) 

and hay fever or asthma symptoms and deciding if students 

should be excluded from school.   The best way to reduce 

and prevent symptoms of asthma or hay fever and reduce 

unnecessary absences from school is to follow an up-to-

date asthma action plan or hay fever treatment plan.  

Any students with a history of seasonal pollen-related 

symptoms, such as runny nose, sneezing or cough, should 

see their GP if they don’t have an up-to-date plan. Please 

do this in the next 2 weeks.   Your GP can provide a writ-

ten asthma action plan or hay fever treatment plan, includ-

ing what symptoms might suggest COVID-19 infection 

and require them to immediately get tested for COVID-19 

and stay home until a negative result is received. 

Your GP will advise if a coronavirus (COVID-19) test is 

required. In addition, national asthma management guide-

lines have recently been updated with new treatment op-

tions for Victorians with mild asthma. Having good control 

of hay fever or asthma will not only make students feel 

better, it will help them more easily recognise symptoms 

that may be caused by coronavirus (COVID-19), so they 

can get tested and isolate sooner – protecting themselves 

and the community. Please refer to www.asthmaaustralia 

for further details.  

 

I have detailed a lot of information so please highlight are-

as that we have asked you to follow up on and take some 

time for yourselves this week. Hopefully we will be able to 

enjoy some reduced COVD-19 restrictions next week. It is 

pleasing to know that there are no Victorians on a ventila-

tor at present. I hope you have a chance to enjoy the spring 

weather and longer evenings outside relaxing and exercis-

ing. 

 
Michelle Wilson 
Principal  

 

http://www.asthmaaustralia


Term 4 
We celebrated the return to school with a visit to the library, music with Cas-
sandra, some games outside, ice cream and smarties. We love being back to-
gether again.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

———————————————————————————————————————— 

 
 

WE WANT OUR PARENTS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK!  
 

 

Our school is conducting a survey to find out what parents think of our school. The Parent Opinion Survey is 
an annual survey offered by the Department of Education and Training that is conducted amongst all parents. It 
is designed to assist schools in gaining an understanding of parents’ perceptions of school climate, student be-
haviour, student engagement and experiences of remote and flexible learning. Our school will use the survey 

results to help inform and direct future school planning and improvement strategies.  
 

All parents will be invited to participate in this year’s survey. All responses to the survey are anonymous. This 
year, the Parent Opinion Survey will be conducted from Monday 12th October to Friday 13th November. 

 

The survey will be conducted online, only takes 20 minutes to complete, and can be accessed at any convenient 

time within the fieldwork period on desktop computers, laptops, tablets or smartphones. The online survey will 

be available in a range of languages other than English. These include: Arabic, Vietnamese, Mandarin, Chin 

(Hakha), Hindi, Japanese, Somali, Turkish, Punjabi and Greek. 

 

The survey results will be communicated to parents through the 2020 annual report. 

 

Link and password to the Parent Opinion Survey will be sent home in a sealed envelope. 

 

We thankyou for your participation. 



Tired of doing nothing. 
Get active.  
Come and try tennis. 9:30 Saturday mornings at the 
Ballarat Lawn Tennis Club, Prince of Wales Park.  
Racquets available. 
Enquiries contact Jenny 0408 735 068 
Adult social tennis Tuesday 7:00pm, Wednesday 9:00am 

and Saturday 1:00pm. Just turn up. All players, all   

standards welcome. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ballarat, Sebastopol and Wendouree Libraries 
are open for Click and Collect, Monday-Friday 

10am-5pm and Saturday 9.30-12pm.  
The Library Outreach is closed until further  

notice. We will provide updates as our service 
changes. 

 

All returned books will be quarantined for 72 hours before they can be borrowed again. 
These items will stay on your card for that time. 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

Term 4 

2020 TERM DATES 
Term 1: 30th January to 27th March  

Term 2: 14th Apr il to 26th June 
Term 3: 13th July to 18th September  

Term 4: 5th October  to 18th December  
 

CURRICULUM DATES 
Friday 5th June    - Cancelled 

Monday 2nd November 
Friday 18th December 

 

 MON TUE WED THUR FRI 

WEEK 2 12/10 
 

13/10 14/10 15/10 16/10 

WEEK 3 19/10 20/10 
Police in Schools 
9.30am 

21/10 22/10 
Bookclub Orders 
Due back 

23/10 
AFL Public 
Holiday 
 

WEEK 4 26/10 
 

27/10 
School Council 
9.45am 

28/10 
Prep Transition 
9.15-11.40 

29/10 30/10 
World Teachers 
Day 
Book Week 

WEEK 5 2/11 
Pupil Free Day  

3/11 
Public Holiday 

4/11 
Prep Transition 
9.15-1.40 

5/11 6/11 
World Teachers 
Day 

WEEK 6 9/11 
School Photos 

10/11 11/11 
Prep Transition 
9.15-1.40 

12/11 13/11 

WEEK 7 16/11 17/11 
Police in Schools 
9.30am 

18/11 
Prep Transition 
9.15-2.15 

19/11 20/11 

WEEK 8 23/11 
School Captain 
Applications 
Open 

24/11 25/11 
Prep Transition 
9.15-2.15 

26/11 27/11 
School Captain 
Applications 
Close 

WEEK 9 30/11 1/12 
School Council 
9.45am 

2/12 3/12 4/12 
School Captain 
2021 Speeches 

WEEK 10 7/12 8/12 
State Transition 
Day TBC 

9/12 
Yr 6 Graduation 
Lunch 

10/12 11/12 

WEEK 11 14/12 15/12 16/2 
Reports go Home 

17/12 
Assembly 1.30 
Last Day of Term 
4 

18/12 
Pupil Free Day 

BELL TIMES 
8.50 am - Music Play 
9.00am  School starts 

11.00 - 11.10am Children eat Lunch 
11.10 - 11.40 Lunch Break 
1.40pm - 2.10pm Recess 

3.10 Dismissal 
Last day of Term 2.30pm Finish 

Newsletter 
To access our fortnightly school newsletter visit our website  at  http://www.sebasps.vic.edu.au/ 

Please also subscribe to our Newsletter email list at our website to  
receive a notification when our newsletter is ready.   


